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THE MINUTES OF THE PUBLIC RECREATION COMMISSION
December 18th, 2012

The regular meeting of the Public Recreation Commission was held on
December 18th, 2012 at CRC’s Main Office, 800 Central Ave., Suite 800,
Cincinnati, OH (02) with the following Commissioners present: Mme. Denno and
Messrs. MacConnell, Budig, and Smith. Staff in attendance: Mmes. Arszman,
Simmons, Willis, Coaston, Finnell and Messrs. Bigham, Carlisle, Jones, Pacella,
and Thomas.

President Denno called the meeting to order at 3:00 p.m.

Before the first item on the agenda was presented, members of the
Dunham Recreation Center’s archery class sang Christmas carols and presented
the Commission members with handmade Christmas cards.

PROGRAM HIGHLIGHT
Doris Simmons and Acacia Coaston presented highlights from the Human
Resources Division. They discussed the hiring process for youth employment in
the summer. Ms. Coaston said that she helps the kids and their parents with
their paperwork and displayed the various forms that HR uses. Ms. Simmons
stated that they hired 90 youth and 150 lifeguards (ages 15-17) in 2012. Rev.
Smith asked if this was part of the Mayor’s program. Ms. Simmons answered
that it was. Ms. Simmons added that as of January 1 st, 2013 all applications will
be electronic. Ms. Charlene Willis then discussed the Healthy Lifestyles Program
that has been implemented by CRC and Tri-Health. Mr. Bigham thanked Ms.
Simmons and the Human Resources Division for their hard work and dedication
to staying on top of the process.
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MINUTES
Mr. Budig moved that the minutes of the Cincinnati Recreation
Commission’s regular meeting for November 20th, 2012 be approved. Motion
seconded by Mr. MacConnell.
Motion passed unanimously.

CORRESPONDENCE
Evanston Thanksgiving Dinner – Thank you email and letter
Mr. Bigham acknowledged a complimentary email that was received from
former employee Stella Barnes and a complimentary letter from New Vision
United Methodist Church regarding a Thanksgiving Dinner that was held at
Evanston Recreation Center. Mr. Bigham stated that they served 157 people
and had 30-35 volunteers. He added that it was a fantastic eventl. This item
was received for filing.
Thank You Email – P.G. Sittenfeld’s Office
Mr. Bigham discussed a “thank you” email that was received from P.G.
Sittenfeld’s office regarding the Holiday Card that he received.
DIRECTOR’S REPORT
McKie Grand Re-Opening
Chris Bigham discussed the grand re-opening of the McKie Recreation
Center. He said that it went off without a hitch. Vice-Mayor Roxanne Qualls was
there.

The Northside Community is very excited to have their center back.

McKie will be part of a pilot program to expand hours to include Saturdays from
9:00am-1:00pm. This is part of the push to connect with youth and teens. Rev.
Smith asked if the invitation was sent to all Council Members.

Mr. Bigham

answered yes. Mr. MacConnell noted the television coverage report that was
included in their packets and stated that Recreation does a great job with Public
Relations.
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Special Events – November & December
Mr. Bigham highlighted upcoming events in December and January. He
mentioned that while December had a lot of events, January and February tend
to be slower months for special events.
Enquirer Article – Camp Washington Center
Mr. Bigham discussed the transition of the Camp Washington Recreation
Center to the Cincinnati Police Dept. Mr. Budig asked how the closures of our
facilities are determined. Mr. Bigham answered that it is a 6 prong discussion –
age, location, size, condition, attendance and least impact. Mr. Budig asked if it
impacts a lot of youngsters. Mr. Bigham explained that they transition people to
other centers and that it is better to move the facilities off of our inventory than to
let them sit vacant.

7 Hills Run
Doug Carlisle stated that this was the 35th Anniversary of the 7 Hills Run.
He referenced the photos that were in the Commissioner’s packets. He added
that it was a great event. This item was received for filing.

ADA Training
Steve Pacella discussed training that 20 CRC staff received over 5 days
regarding ADA compliance. Mr. Pacella said he would never look at doors or
restrooms in the same way. Ms. Denno asked how far off CRC was from being
in compliance. Mr. Pacella answered that it’s still too early to tell, but we might
be surprised to learn how well we turn out.

2013 Budget Update
Mr. Bigham reviewed the 2013 Budget.

The list that Commission

approved was the final plan. Commission will need to approve the final budget.
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Mr. Bigham also discussed the “Shop with a Jock” event. It took place at
Dick’s Sporting Goods with several popular Bengal players including Andy Dalton
and A.J. Green. It was really a great event. We’ll hopefully have photos posted
on Facebook soon.

PLANNING AND ENGINEERING
Capital Projects Update
Mr. Dan Jones highlighted the following items from the Capital Project
Report:


The McKie Recreation Center re-opened on December 3rd.



Caldwell parking lot is complete.



Installed gas furnace and steam boiler at Avon Club House.



Because of the good weather, Pleasant Ridge got critical pool items
done.



Clifton design is in progress.



Price Hill Council met last night and approved the pool design.



Roselawn project will begin in August. Park will close in August for
construction.



LeBlond parking lot expansion will begin next August.

Rev. Smith asked about archery at Dunham. Mr. Pacella explained that
the target stands have been installed. There is a staff position that needs to be
filled and once that happens, the program will be good to go. Mr. Budig asked
where the funds come from. Mr. Bigham answered that the funds come from the
Capital Funds account.

$1.2 Million dollars has been funded for the Clifton

Recreation Center Renovation and $550,000 for the Roselawn project.

Mr.

Budig asked if this was for each year. Mr. Jones answered that we have a 6 year
plan. Mr. Bigham added that we ask for $8 million, but we generally get $4-6
million. Our goal is to achieve the facility life cycle.
A copy of the full report was submitted for filing.
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OLD BUSINESS - None at this meeting

NEW BUSINESS
Ms. Denno requested a motion to table the two action items on the
agenda until January’s meeting.

Golf Advisory Council - ByLaws Revision
Mr. Bigham explained that the first action item was to update the bylaws of
the Golf Advisory Council (GAC), which would implement a work to play policy.
He added that it is a better way to track the GAC. They met and shared this
bylaw update with the GAC in November. There is a GAC meeting tomorrow
(12/18/12). Rob Williams will be there to take notes and get feedback.
Ms. Denno stated that it was very important for the Commissioners to
understand this issue. This will be an action item in January. Mr. MacConnell
said that there had been discussion about the right to earn to play. Nothing has
happened in that regard. Mr. Bigham stated that this was included in the Bylaw
revisions that are in their packet. Mr. MacConnell stated that he is interested in
outward looking service that includes contact with the public and help with
membership. Ms. Denno explained that the recommended bylaw revisions are in
their packets. Mr. Bigham added that if the Commission has any questions they
can call him.
Golf Privileges – Commission, Park Board & GAC
Ms. Denno explained that the reason for holding this action item is to
prepare Commission for this vote. It is a new understanding and she wants a full
Commission to be able to vote.
Mr. MacConnell asked if there was a reason not to vote today. Ms. Denno
wanted to make sure that all Commissioners were there to vote. Mr. MacConnell
stated that he was happy to wait until January. He added that everyone knows
his objections to the privileges. He said that he doesn’t think there is anything
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unethical about it but he feels that it affects our relationship with the public. He is
certainly open to postpone.
Mr. Budig moved to table action on the Golf Advisory Council ByLaws
revision and the Golf Privileges agenda items until next month. Mr. MacConnell
seconded.
Motion passed unanimously.

NEXT COMMISSION MEETING
The next meeting of the Public Recreation Commission will be held on
Tuesday, January 15th at 3:00 p.m. at the McKie Recreation Center, 1655 Chase
Ave., Cincinnati, OH (23).
Mr. MacConnell moved that the Meeting of the Public Recreation
Commission be adjourned. Motion seconded by Mr. Budig.
Motion passed unanimously.

Meeting adjourned by President Denno at 4:00 p.m.

________________________________
Dawn Denno, President

________________________________
Christopher Bigham, Director

/ba
Minutes prepared by Bunny Arszman

