Environmental Advisory Board

Meeting Agenda
October 30, 2024 3:00 P.M.
Centennial Il HR Conference Room A
805 Central Avenue, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
Virtual Attendance through Microsoft Teams

Order of Business

. Public Comment
1l Call to Order
. Administrative Action*
e Approval of September 25, 2024 — Meeting minutes

Iv. Office of Environment and Sustainability Comments

V. Information/Updates
e Presentation on State Level Decision Making — Pete Bucher, OEC Chief of Staff
o NRDC meeting update — Kylie Johnson
e Update on EAB Comment on Futures Commission Recommendations — Nathan Alley

VI. Open Discussion
e Environment & Sustainability Committee break-out groups
e Request for future agenda items

VII. Items for Vote*
VIII.  Next Meeting

e The next EAB meeting is scheduled for Wednesday, November 20, 2024 at 3:00 PM.
IX. Adjournment

*Board Action Requested

Agenda Packet Materials:

- Draft meeting minutes from 9/25/24
- Environment & Sustainability Sub-committee priority actions



Environmental Advisory Board
Minutes of September 25, 2024

Members Present:

In person: Andrew Musgrave; Dave Schmitt, Kylie Johnson; Susan Sprigg; Ashlee Young;
Virtual: Ericka Copeland; Nathan Alley; Rico Blackman

Members Absent: Chad Day; Diana Hodge; Julie Shifman; Savannah Sullivan; Tanner Yess

Staff Present: Amanda Testerman

Meeting: A meeting of the Environmental Advisory Board was held on September 25, 2024 at 3:00 PM at City Hall
Room 115, 801 Plum Street, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202.

Meeting Agenda:

V.

VL.

VII.
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Public Comment

Call to Order at 3:06 PM

Administrative Action*

e Approval of August 28, 2024

Office of Environment and Sustainability Comments

Bloomberg Youth Climate Action Fund Grant — closed 7/15/24, awards announced in September: 9
applications funded between $1000-55000 for youth-led or youth serving climate projects.
Awards details here: https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/oes/green-cincinnati-plan/seeds-of-change-
grant-program/soc-august-2024-grant-awardees/

OES was awarded a $30,000 from the Urban Sustainability Directors Network (USDN) to develop a
resilience hub in partnership with the Urban League and Groundwork Ohio River Valley. Tasks in
the grant include community engagement and an energy audit.

OES has 3 new fellows/Public Allies: Nolan Brown, Lauren Clark, and Anna Bowers

Locations for the EV charging grant were shared. Agenda packet includes image and list.

Information/Updates

Energy Benchmarking & RECI grant presentation — Amanda Webb & Rob McCracken

Nathan Alley provided an update on the EAB comment on futures commission recommendations.
This is in progress and expected to have an update for the October meeting.

Environment & Sustainability sub-committees report out — priority actions with GCP aspects.
Agenda packet includes high priority actions for each group.

Open Discussion

Sub-committee break-out groups were waived during this meeting due to time constraints.

Items for Vote*
Next Meeting

Wednesday, October 30, 2024 at 3:00 PM

Adjournment at 4:31 PM


https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/oes/green-cincinnati-plan/seeds-of-change-grant-program/soc-august-2024-grant-awardees/
https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/oes/green-cincinnati-plan/seeds-of-change-grant-program/soc-august-2024-grant-awardees/

Sub-Committee Priory Actions

Environment Subcommittee:

- Zero Waste (ZW.8): “Incentivize recycling and diversion innovation by increasing the cost of
waste generation and disposal”
o Short Term Action: Drafting comment for Futures Commission
o Medium Term Action: how to build off of Futures Commission comment to address zero
waste
- Natural Environment (NE.4/NE.13/NE.15): “Implement policies that protect existing trees
during development efforts”; “Implement policies which promote and protect
public greenspaces in new developments” ; “Implement policies that restrict development in
forested and/or biodiverse areas”
o Short Term Action: engage non-traditional groups, Greenspace Alliance
o Medium Term Action: draft comment with policy recommendations and co-benefits

Sustainability Subcommittee

- Buildings and Energy (BE.1): “Improve building performance by implementing policies like
benchmarking, building performance standards, or other relevant energy standards”

o Short Term Action: RECI grant presentation (explain BPS and benchmarking)

o Medium/Long Term Action: draft policy recommendations related to BPS,
benchmarking, electrification, etc.

- Community Activation (CA.3): “Support codification of climate justice and racial
equity in City decision-making mechanisms”

o Short Term Action: identify what steps are needed to codify climate equity, bring NAACP
and other frontline communities into conversation (resource:
nrdc.org/sites/default/files/local-policies-environmental-justice-national-scan-tishman-
201902.pdf)

o Medium Term Action: draft comment with policy recommendations



https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/local-policies-environmental-justice-national-scan-tishman-201902.pdf
https://www.nrdc.org/sites/default/files/local-policies-environmental-justice-national-scan-tishman-201902.pdf
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<% Environmental Advisory Board

1. Public Comment

2. Call to Order

3. Administrative Action
* Approval of September 25, 2024 — Meeting Minutes

4. Office of Environment and Sustainability Updates

5. Information/Updates
* Presentation on State Level Decision Making — Pete Bucher, OEC Chief of Staff
* NRDC Meeting Update — Kylie Johnson
* Update on EAB Comment on Futures Commission Recommendations — Nathan Alley

6. Open Discussion
* Environment and Sustainability Committee discussion and break-out groups

7. Items for Vote

8. Adjournment




<% Public Comment

* Members of the public may provide comments to the Board or its committees in writing to OES staff
or in person at a public meeting.

* Written comments shall be submitted to OES no later than 4:00p.m. on the business day before the
meeting, and shall be distributed by OES to all Board or committee members.

* Comments made during a public meeting are referred to as “Public Comment”. A person providing
Public Comment is limited to two minutes.

* Public Comment shall be limited to items of interest before the Board, and shall only be permitted
prior to the commencement of the business portion of the meeting.

Public Comment Open:
* In-person Attendees
* Online Attendees



<% Administrative Action

* Approval of September 25, 2024 Meeting Minutes



<% Administrative Action

* $1M OKI Carbon Reduction Program Grant Awarded to install EV charging in 3 neighborhood
business districts (Hartwell, Madisonville, East Price Hill)
 $1.5M allocated for Green Bank

» City Applied for S5M ODOD Grant to demolish and remediate West Fork Incinerator, awaiting award
notification
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%, OES Updates



Advocacy 101: State Level
Decision Making

Pete Bucher
OEC Chief of Staff



My role at the OEC Action Fund:
e Oversees local, state, and federal advocacy strategies

Experience:

e B.S.in Environmental Policy from the Ohio State University with a
focus on water quality

o Staff role at the Ohio House of Representatives

o Consultant for various agricultural associations, labor coalitions
and political campaigns

e Currently on City Council in Worthington, OH

e Currently on the Central Ohio Transit Authority (COTA) Board




About the OEC Action Fund

OEC

Collective
Vision

OEC Action
Fund Mission

A clean, healthy Ohio where our
democracy empowers all
communities to thrive in
harmony with the environment.

To protect the environment and
health of all Ohio communities
by electing climate champions,
holding public officials
accountable, and advancing
environmental justice policies.

Values

Science-based: Data-driven,
Accurate, Dependable

Equitable: Inclusive, Just,
Community-focused

Strategic: Outcome-oriented,
Innovative, Persistent

Collaborative: Trustworthy,
Networked, Accountable

Pragmatic: Principled, Effective, Bi-
partisan



Our Work
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At All Levels of Government




Do Your Homework

_ . . Trackthenbil ;
| . What Does it say?

e IO o e, What are the implications?

Where is it at in the process?
What have other states done?

Gather helpful resources

......
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I’'m Just a Bill

IDEA IS BORN BILL DRAFTED BILL FILED -> Agriculture and Conservation Committee

Legislator decides to | The legislator asks the Legislative I | The draft bill is sent ta the Senate

sponsor a bill. Ideas I' Service Commission to draft a bill. [ or the House, depending on the
come from L legislator requesting it. The bill is
sources: constituents, assigned a number and is then -» Energy and Natural Resources
e e sent to either the Senate Reference

Committee or the House Rules and
Reference Committee.

govermment agencies,
businesses or, others.

COMMITTEE ACTS FLOOR DEBATE PROCESS CONTINUES
The bill is assigned to a | | The bill is placed cn thechamher'sl I The bill goes through the same
standing committees, which 7700 calendar. The legislaticn can be I'pru-n:ess in the second chamber.
is required by chamber rules debated and amended on the ’
to hold at least one hearing. floor of the chamber. A majority
The bill can be changed, wote (17 in the Senate, 50 in
combined with other bills, the House) is needed to pass
substituted, or dropped. A amendments and the bill.
favorable majority wote is
needed to advance the bill
to the full chamber.

SECOND CHAMBER GOVERNOR BILL BECOMES LAW

If the bill passes the second Afver the bill passes both chambers The bill becomes law on the
chamber without amy in identical form, it is sent to the 915t day after it is filed with
changes, it is sent to the governor. The governor may sign the secretary of state, unless it
governor. If the second the bill, veto the bill or take no was passed as an emengency,
chamber amends the bill, T action on the bill. If the latter, the [ " or deals with taxes or a current
it must be sent back to bill becomes law after 10 days. If appropriation. Then it would take
the chamber of origin for the gowernor vetoes the legislation, effect immediately upon filing
approval of those changes. a three-fifths majority is needad with the secretary of state.

If the chambers cannot in both chambers to override the

agree on a version of the bill, weto.

a conference committes is

appointed to work out the e e

differences. Both chambers F I n I S

hawve to approve the

committee’s decision.




When to Engage and How

IDEA IS BORN

BILL DRAFTED

BILL FILED

Legislator decides to
sponsor a bill. Ideas
come from many
sources: constituents,
interest groups,
government agencies,
businesses or, others.

COMMITTEE ACTS

] The legislator asks the Legislative I ] The draft bill is sent to the Senate

1’ Service Commission to draft a bill. [

FLOOR DEBATE

or the House, depending on the
legislator requesting it. The bill is
assigned a number and is then
sent to either the Senate Reference
Committee or the House Rules and
Reference Committee.

PROCESS CONTINUES

The bill is assigned to a
standing committee, which T
is required by chamber rules
to hold at least one hearing.
The bill can be changed,
combined with other bills,
substituted, or dropped. A
favorable majority vote is
needed to advance the bill
to the full chamber.

SECOND CHAMBER

| The bill is placed on the chamber'sl

calendar. The legislation can be
debated and amended on the
floor of the chamber. A majority
vote (17 in the Senate, 50 in

the House) is needed to pass
amendments and the bill.

] The bill goes through the same
rprc-ness in the second chamber.

GOVERNOR

BILL BECOMES LAW

If the bill passes the second
chamber without any
changes, it is sent to the
governor. If the second
chamber amends the bill, [
it must be sent back to

the chamber of origin for
approval of those changes.

If the chambers cannot
agree on a version of the bill,
a conference committee is
appointed to work out the
differences. Both chambers
have to approve the
committee's decision.

After the bill passes bath chambers
in identical form, it is sent to the
governor. The governor may sign
the bill, veto the bill or take no

| action on the bill. If the latter, the
bill becomes law after 10 days. If
the govemnor vetoes the legislation,
a three-fifths majority is needed
in both chambers to override the
wveto.,

The bill becomes law on the
91st day after it is filed with
the secretary of state, unless it
was passed as an emergency,

("or deals with taxes or 2 current
appropriation. Then it would take
effect immediately upon filing
with the secretary of state.

Direct meeting with Officials or staff
Press engagement: LTE or OpED
Letters phone calls and emails

Social Media

Committee Testimony

Advocate for a Governor’s veto/line-

item veto



Finding Your Way

% THE OHIO LEGISLATURE @ 133" GENERAL ASSEMBLY

SCHEDULES LEGISLATION LEGISLATO

SEARCH | WHO REPRESENTS MI

QUICK LINKS
Chamber Enter your full address in the form below to find
= Both Senate your senator and representative.

Keywords

MY OHIO LEGISLATURE — or —

Browse the Interactive
District Maps

Create Account Sign In



https://www.legislature.ohio.gov/

Legislative Scorecards & Tracker

135th Ohio General Assembly Scorecard &

Legislative Tracker
theoecactionfund.org/135ga

League of Conservation Voters Scorecard
scorecard.lcv.org/

1 e '



http://theoecactionfund.org/135ga
http://scorecard.lcv.org/

Lame Duck Session

What is a Lame Duck?

A period of meetings that takes place in one or both chambers of the Ohio Legislature after
November’s general election but before the newly elected members take office. The label “lame
duck” typically applies to outgoing legislators, who may not be returning due to election results,
retirement or term-limits, still holding their positions and can participate in legislative activities.

Timeframe: November 11th - December 31st



136th General Assembly (2025-2026) (&

Looking Ahead

Ohio’s next two year General Assembly begins on January 1, 2025.
Here are some keys to look out for that will determine the political
landscape of the next session.

Keys To Watch

.. Ohio House of Representatives Speaker Battle
.. Ohio House Democratic election pickups (Need 2 or more to be
able to block veto overrides)



Resources

OEC Action Fund Alerts

Sign up at: theoecactionfund.org

League of Conservation Voters
scorecard.lcv.org




Pete Bucher
Chief of Staff

1145 Chesapeake Avenue, Suite |
Columbus, OH 43212
(614) 487-7506

pbucher@theoec.org

Become a Member:

Join a network of more than 20,000
individuals & 100 groups working around
the state

Take Action:

Sign up for action alerts, call & write your
lawmakers, and get involved in efforts to
protect Ohio’s environment in your
backyard

Get Social:
Find us on Facebook & Twitter and share
our updates with your networks

Donate:
Help secure healthy air, land, and water
for all Ohioans


mailto:pbucher@theoec.org

‘.‘ Environment Subcommittee
%" - Zero Waste (ZW.8)
- Short Term Action: Drafting comment for Futures Commission
- Medium Term Action: how to build off of Futures Commission comment to
address zero waste
- Natural Environment (NE.4/NE.13/NE.15)
- Short Term: engage non-traditional groups, Greenspace Alliance
- Medium Term Action: draft comment with policy recommendations and
co-benefits

Sustainability Subcommittee
- Buildings and Energy (BE.1)
- Short Term Action: RECI grant presentation (explain BPS and benchmarking)
- Medium/Long Term Action: draft policy recommendations related to BPS,
benchmarking, electrification, etc.
- Community Activation (CA.3)
- Short Term Action: identify what steps are needed to codify climate equity,
bringing NAACP and other frontline communities into conversation (resource:
NRDC EJ Ordinance Scan)
- Medium/Long Term Action: draft comment with policy recommendations




.»: % EAB Committees

Environment Sustainability

* Natural Environment * Buildings & Energy

* Resilience & Climate Adaptation ¢ City Operations

* Zero Waste * Community Activation
* Mobility
* Food



<% Next Meeting

* 3PM November 20, 2024

* In person: Centennial Il Training Room A
e 805 Central Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45202

* Virtually: Microsoft Teams
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