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Scramblers on Police Radio 
Calls -FoUnd!ff oo COStly Here 

. ~ . 

Yoti police l"inffs who like to eavesdrop on station X 
will be glad to know Cincinnati Police considered in­
stalling electronic scramblers to garble all radio can~ but 

. 
dropped the idea because it would cost too much. · 

Scramblers prevent -bad guys. from listening in on 
police calls and using this intelligence to their own ad-­
vantage. Hamilton police are irisbllllli sc;r3i:nbiers. But 
they can afford to; they haven't that many cars. 

Cincinnati has hundreds, and a paired scrambling 
set -lone encod~r. one decoder_ .at each end) costs any­
where from ~ ·h> $2300. depending on how many 
codes you want to __ l:=~ able to pick from. Police here feel 

.-

ve11,. few-if any.:. crin1inals successfully use police-radio 
broadcasts to their own ill advantage. 

Exception: They suspect some rioters tuned i~ be­
cause 100ters and mobs often i.ctnished just before police 

. . 

arrived. But antiriot communications are handled over 
special mobile units. Scramblers· aren~t mobil~ and 
tbey·re so complex.. a riot would end before the scr3mbler 
could he booked uo_ ~ 

. -- ... . 

· -· -~ scrambler cuts a message eled:!'Gnically into pre-
ci!:ely-timed segments. Some segments are delayed a few 
milliseconds. some are pa.~ right through. The result 
on the air is .,..,_ .... ~-~JI-- It.. An- ••nscrambler set to eiact-

~ . 

ly the ·rev~_ -~ue,ace of seg11U'"FIU md delays puts the 
message- togetller· again_ . 

Primifu:e scramblers - in use 20 years ago-siw,iply in­
~erted words_ Each word went on the air backwards~ hit 
in proper order. "No" we11t on as "own-" "Cat," as "tadL" 
"Cincinnati" was .. EetaaaiissoiSS-" 

The sySem was too si11ip1~1.Ibe man who i,,vented it 
could e,;en speak the langwiage-~ t.alki11g gibberish into a 
mike~ getting inteDigi"ble messages out. 
~ Remember: Yon read it first in the Eetaaniss11iss 
Tsoac dn3a Sme~~-Rahts_ .. -
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