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Seeds of Change Urban Agriculture FY2027 
Due by Monday, November 16, 2026 

Completed applications (with signature) must be submitted by Monday, November 16, 2026, by 11:59 p.m. Please complete the General Information Section and Section 1 for a Garden/Grower, OR Section 2 for a Local Food Aggregating Distributor (Food Hub), including a simple list of items you wish to purchase. Also complete the Itemized Budget Sheet with supporting documentation (cost estimates, links for quotes, etc.).  and include a brief narrative explaining the project, the problem or opportunity and impact of the project on the local food system, and information on how the City funding relates to your overall budget. Incomplete applications or applications arriving after submission deadline will not be considered. 

Priority will be given to neighborhoods that have participated in the Climate Safe Neighborhoods Program (CSN), but everyone is encouraged to apply. The CSN neighborhoods include Avondale, Bond Hill, English Woods, Lower Price Hill, Millvale, North Fairmount, Roselawn, South Cumminsville, South Fairmount, West End, & Winton Hills. 

Priority will also be given to projects that include healthy soil measures and the installation of composting infrastructure. OES is happy to assist you with composting infrastructure questions.

Please complete the on-line application using this link: ONLINE APPLICATION FORM or if using this word document application form, please email this completed application to: robin.henderson@cincinnati-oh.gov.
If you need assistance beforehand, please feel free to contact Robin at (513) 352-5340 or via email.  Please make sure to review the Program Criteria and Funding Guidelines before completing this application and submitting your request. Thank you.

	PROGRAM TIMETABLE

	Applications Due
	Monday, November 16, 2026, by 11:59 PM

	Award notification
	Friday, December 18, 2026

	Expense Period allowed for reimbursement*
	December 19, 2026 – May 15, 2027*

	Deadline for submitting all invoices
	May 15, 2027, by 11:59 PM

	Final Report due to OES 
	
May 15, 2027, by 11:59 PM


*or when you are a registered vendor with the City and have approval for your purchases
Check List for Submission
Complete the ONLINE Application Form or if using this word document include:

_____ General Information Section with Signature
______ Section 1 or Section 2 
______ Itemized Budget with Links/Sources for Cost
______ Brief Narrative









GENERAL INFORMATION SECTION – EVERYONE PLEASE COMPLETE THIS SECTION:
Date: 
Organization Name: 
Organization Address: 
Status (check one): Non-profit _______	    For-profit _______    Other ________
Does your organization leader identify as: 
       Black/Black American _____      Person of Color _____   Neither _____   Prefer not to say _____
Are more than 50% of the population served by your organization:
       Black/Black American _____      Persons of Color _____ Neither _____   Prefer not to say _____

Primary Project Contact Person/Title:
Contact Info:	           Phone (Day):
Cell:
Email:
Are you a current registered vendor with the City?     Yes            No           Don’t Know
What is your EIN # _____________
By submitting this application, I agree that all funds will be used as proposed, unless there is prior approval for a change from the City of Cincinnati.  I also agree to the Program Criteria and the Funding Guidelines, and that the organization meets the criteria of eligibility.  Unless otherwise informed, ALL invoices and receipts will be submitted to the City of Cincinnati no later than 5/15/2027.  A brief report will also be submitted, outlining the impact of the funds, no later than 5/15/2027.  If receipts or the report are not submitted by 5/15/2027, the City reserves the right to revoke any award made.
	
		________________________________________ (signature)
		_________________________________________ Name/ Title
Funds may be used only for eligible expenses dating from December 19, 2026 thru May 15, 2027, unless you have prior approval. All funds are provided as a reimbursement for completed expenditures.

Tax is not reimbursed.









PLEASE COMPLETE EITHER SECTION (1) OR SECTION (2)
(Section 1) AGRICULTURAL GROWING/PRODUCTION GARDEN SITE FUNDING ONLY- 
A place where your organization or business grows local food for consumption
Neighborhood where the Garden Site is located: 
Street Address and Zip Code of Garden Site: 

Please indicate one of the following: 		New Project 		Established Project
Please indicate one of the following:		Own 	 	Lease 
Is the parcel vacant or blighted? 			Yes 		No 
[bookmark: _Hlk143865685]Have you conducted soil testing for lead?  	Yes 		No 	
If yes, did results reveal concerns? 		Yes 		No Concerns 	
If there are concerns with lead levels, please describe the concerns and what steps you took or plan to take to remedy any issues:

If no to sampling, do you plan to test the soil? 	Yes 		No 
If yes, when? Date  
Do you plan to use raised beds for growing? 	Yes 		No 
Do you compost on your parcel?  			Yes 		No 
If no to composting, are you interested in including composting in the future? 	 Yes    No
Have you received funds from the City’s Urban Agriculture Program previously?  	Yes  	No 
How did you hear about the Urban Agriculture Grant?
Please provide a simple list of the items you wish to purchase. Do not provide any cost links here, just a general list (e.g. plants, seeds, soil etc.). Based on this list, you will provide more details on the Itemized budget sheet (page 5)


TOTAL Amount Requested in this application:  $	
Please note, due to available funding this year, we are recommending application requests not exceed $1000.

This is a reimbursable grant- you purchase approved items, submit an invoice, and receive payment.
Please also fill out the itemized budget sheet (page 5) and include more detail on the above items, including an electronic link to the cost/quote and the total cost.

(Section 2) LOCAL FOOD AGGREGATED DISTRIBUTION (FOOD HUB) SITE FUNDING ONLY- 
A place where you aggregate and distribute locally grown food:
Neighborhood where the Distribution Site is located: 
Street Address and Zip Code of Distribution Site: 

How many farmers participate in your distribution network? 

How many of those farms/gardens are within the City of Cincinnati? 

How many food artisans, other than farmers, working within the City of Cincinnati distribute their products through your hub?

How many distribution sites do you currently have in the City of Cincinnati? 

How many wholesale accounts in the City of Cincinnati receive food from your hub?  

Please provide a simple list of the items you wish to purchase. Do not provide any cost or links here, just a general list by category(e.g. containers, labels, reusable crates etc.). Based on this list, you will provide more details on the Itemized budget sheet (page 5)





Amount Requested in this application: $

Please note, due to available funding this year, we are recommending application requests not exceed $1000. 

This is a reimbursable grant- you purchase approved items, submit an invoice and receive payment.


Please also fill out the itemized budget sheet (page 5) and include more detail on the items listed above, including an electronic link to the individual cost/quote and the total cost you anticipate.








ITEMIZED BUDGET SHEET FUNDING REQUEST-
This is where you list the items and the links and the total cost

Eligible Funding Expenses for AGRICULTURAL PRODUCTION/GROWING (Garden or Farm) sites:
· Site Improvement (e.g., soil testing, soil, compost, cover crops, etc.)
· Growing needs (e.g., plants, seeds, tools, hoses, beds, beehives, etc.)
· Infrastructure (e.g., composting water access, fencing, season extenders, benches, walkways, etc.)
Eligible Funding Expenses for LOCAL FOOD AGGREGATED DISTRIBUTION (Food Hub) sites:
· Infrastructure/Equipment (e.g., racking/shelving, pallet jack, plastic pallets, reusable crates, packing material, forklift, large dollies, etc.)
· Supplies (e.g., storage containers, liners, carts, tables, scales, bags, etc.)
· Marketing Materials (e.g., postcard mailers, local food stickers and magnets, truck decals, signage, social/print/radio ads, etc.)
Please note, due to available funding this year, we recommend requests not exceed $1000. 
This is a reimbursable grant- you purchase approved items, submit an invoice, and receive payment.
We encourage awardees to consider local, sustainable purchasing with the implementation of their projects

Specifically identify the expenses below and please include electronic links within the description area or attach copies of cost estimates or quotes to the budget sheet.
Sales Tax is not reimbursed. 
	ITEM NAME
	Electronic link to cost estimate or attach scanned copy of quoted cost
	Total Cost

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	

	
	

	
	
	

	

	
	

	


	TOTAL REQUEST**
**Sales tax reimbursement is not eligible for funding
	




NARRATIVE PAGE Please tell us a little bit about your organization/business, your history related to agriculture and the project you would like to do, noting the problem or opportunity and the impact of the project on the local food system. Also, please provide information on how the City funding relates to your overall budget and how you are leveraging funding.
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