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Who is in the room?

City Planning 

Law

Neighborhood      

Plan Panel

Katherine Keough-Jurs, AICP, Director

Alex Peppers, AICP, Supervising City Planner

Samantha McLean, City Planner

Marion Haynes, Chief Counsel, Development, 

Land Use, & Planning 

Dan Krohn, Joyce Powdrill, 

Sheila Rosenthal, Dr. Gregory Stewart
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ROLE OF CITY PLANNING



Who are we?

To utilize creative planning principles to guide land use 

while ensuring excellent customer service and fostering 

safe and sustainable building development.

A staff of 11, including a 

Director, Supervising 

City Planner, 5 Senior 

City Planners, 2 City 

Planners, Administrative 

Specialist, and 

AmeriCorps VISTA, with 

the mission:



What do we do?

• Develop long-range and special plans for neighborhoods, focus 

areas, or the City as a whole

• Are staff to the City Planning Commission 

• Creates the Zoning Code, Subdivision Regulations, and other 

regulatory land use processes (Short-range planning)

• Provide pre-development services to developers, community 

members, and other departments

• Manage federally funded program reviews, such as 

environmental reviews

• Provide demographic and other analysis and mapping 

services for City administration

• Work on other special projects
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What do we do?

Develop long-range 
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for neighborhoods, 
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What do we do?

Creates the Zoning Code, 

Subdivision Regulations, and 

other regulatory land use 

processes (Short-range planning)

Urban Agriculture 

text amendment



What do we do?

Provide pre-development services to developers, 

community members, and other departments

• Coordinated Site Review is managed by the Department of 

Buildings and Inspections but utilizes all permitting 

agencies/departments

• Involves three tiers:

• Preliminary Design

• Development Design

• Technical Design

• Advisory Team meeting and Client meeting



What do we do?

Manage federally 

funded program 

reviews, such as 

environmental reviews

2019 Summary for Completed 

Environmental Reviews

Total Completed Reviews 1,054

Total Funding Amount $59,799,069

Programs or Projects Funding 

Sources

CDBG 857

HOME 32

HOPWA 2

ESG 3

Other 160

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.pwchomerepairs.org/&ei=6NtLVYH8EcqZsAW6moCwCg&bvm=bv.92765956,d.b2w&psig=AFQjCNE1_8DLcqo0ZB2P5nH8xvGJKV2zVg&ust=1431121250535728
http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRw&url=http://www.guidestar.org/organizations/31-1185975/habitat-humanity-greater-cincinnati.aspx&ei=CNxLVc7MPMzcsAWW8IDwBQ&bvm=bv.92765956,d.b2w&psig=AFQjCNFR8VTxBRBGH4Iz-SYEbXvWNag8pQ&ust=1431121281089930


What do we do?

Provide demographic and other 

analysis and mapping services 

for City administration



What do we do?

Work on other special projects

Community 
Budget Request 

Process

Committee 
of Names 
(Streets)

Urban 
Forestry 

Board



Is the Issue a Legislative Process? – City Planning 

• Changes to laws (zoning Codes/maps); Rezoning property

• Development or approval of neighborhood/comprehensive plans

• City acquisition or disposition of land rights (sales, leases, vacations of right-of-

way, easements)

• Subdivisions (creating parcels of land)

• Administrative review of Planned Developments

Is the Issue an Administrative Process? – Buildings & Inspections

• Permission/permits for private construction

• Variances/exceptions to Zoning Laws (Zoning Hearing Examiner)

• Work in Special Districts (Hillsides, Historic, Urban Design)

• Enforcement of property laws;  appeals to enforcement (ZBA)

City Planning or Buildings & Inspections?



CITY PLANNING COMMISSION



The City Planning Commission is an independent commission established by

Article VII of the City of Cincinnati’s charter.

The powers and duties of the commission shall be to make plans and maps of the whole

or any portion of the city and of any land outside the city which, in the opinion of the

commission, bears a relation to the planning of the city, and to make changes in additions to and

extensions of such plans or maps when it deems same advisable. Such maps and plans shall show the

commission's recommendations for the location and extent of streets, alleys, ways,

viaducts, bridges, subways, parkways, parks, playgrounds and other public

grounds and public improvements, of public buildings and other public

properties, and of public utilities whether publicly or privately owned, for

water, light, sanitation, transportation, communication, power and other

purposes; and for the removal, relocation, widening, extension, narrowing,

vacation, abandonment or change of use of any of the foregoing public

places, works, buildings, or utilities. Such maps and plans may also include the division

of the city into zones or districts, in accordance with the commission's recommendations

for the limitation and regulation of the height, bulk (including percentage of lot occupancy and set-back

building lines) and use of buildings and other structures and premises in such zones or districts.

Role of City Planning Commission



City Planning Commission

Member

Member

Vice Chair

City Manager

City Council Member

Member

Chair Mr. Byron Stallworth

Mr. John Eby

Mr. Patrick Duhaney

Mr. Christopher 

Smitherman

Ms. Anne Sesler

Mr. Jacob Samad

Vacant

Mr. John Juech

Ms. Sheryl Long

Mr. Christopher 

Bigham

City Manager Designees



• Advisory to City Council

• Meets 1st and 3rd Friday of each

month at 9 a.m. at Two Centennial

Plaza | 805 Central Avenue, 7th

Floor

• Average Number of Items Per

Agenda: 7

• Meetings are open to the public

City Planning Commission



CPC Items

Total number of items in 2019: 148
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CPC Items: Local Historic District Designations

Bella Vista Local 

Historic District –

Bond Hill

Warsaw Avenue 

Local Historic 

District – East Price 

Hill



CPC Items: Public Art



CPC Items



Consent Agenda

Typically items that are not controversial or just 

need basic approval

• Subdivision reviews

• Sales and leases of City-owned property

• Easements

Discussion Agenda

Typically items are controversial or need full 

presentation for context
• Zoning map amendments (zone changes, IDCs, PDs) 

and text amendments

• Final Development Plans

• Notwithstanding Ordinances

• Approval of city and neighborhood plans

• Designation of historic districts and landmarks

• Changes in the extent and use of City streets

• Public art/statues

City Planning Commission Agenda



CPC Agenda: Legislative or Quasi-Judicial?

Legislative
Establishment of laws and policies

• Amendments to zoning maps, ordinances, 

regulations, planned developments 

• Approval of City Plans and Neighborhood Plans, 

• Changes to use of City streets

• City acquisition/disposition of land

• Designation of historic districts and landmarks

Quasi-Judicial (Administrative)
Enforcement of laws and policies

• Application of Zoning Code

• Land Subdivision

• Hearings on requests to develop property (final 

development plan review)



Application of Land Use & Zoning Policies:

Application: Property Owner submits an application requesting to do something

with its property (subdivide parcel, request a variance, etc.)

Hearing: City Planning Commission holds a hearing to determine the property 

rights of that Property Owner

Process: Stricter procedural requirements than Legislative (court-like proceedings).

Planning Commission hears arguments from:

(1) Property Owner on why the application should be approved, then

(2) Other interested parties in support or opposition of the application.

Decision: Board considers all arguments and then renders a decision to approve 

or deny the application.

CPC Agenda: Quasi-Judicial Items



Agenda and link to packets emailed to all on our
interested parties list (includes Community Councils) one
week prior to meeting

City Planning 
Commission 

Meetings

All property owners within 400 feet and Community
Council

Zone Change

Text Amendment

Historic Districts

Historic Landmarks

• Adjacent property owners and Community Councils

• Subdivision notice sent to all property owners within 200 
feet and Community Council

Real Estate Items

Subdivisions

Various methods, depending on process
Neighborhood 

Plans

Timing – 14 days whenever possible (except agenda)

City Planning Commission Notices



Chair will invite anyone wishing to speak 

to:

1. Fill out a Speaker Card at the 

meeting

2. Deliver Speaker Card to the Board

3. Chair will offer time to any speaker 

wishing to discuss an application. 

How do I communicate with the City Planning Commission?



General Questions (Procedure or Policy)? Email Planning 

Commission – planning@cincinnati-oh.gov

Questions about a Specific Application? – Come to the meeting!

Two Centennial Plaza

805 Central Avenue, Seventh Floor

Cincinnati, Ohio 45202

Avoid Ex Parte Communications! Making general statements or 

approaching Board members on a specific agenda item can run afoul 

of the process.

How do I communicate with the City Planning Commission?

mailto:planning@cincinnati-oh.gov


City Planning Commission

www.cincinnati-oh.gov/planning/about-city-planning/city-planning-commission

http://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/planning/about-city-planning/city-planning-commission


City Planning Commission

www.cincinnati-oh.gov/planning/about-city-planning/city-planning-commission

http://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/planning/about-city-planning/city-planning-commission


www.cincinnati-oh.gov/planning/planning/planning-calendar

City Planning Commission 

http://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/planning/about-city-planning/city-planning-commission/


NEIGHBORHOOD PLANNING 

PROCESS



Why create a neighborhood plan?

• Allows for a platform for dialogue and engagement

• Creates and confirms neighborhood identity, goals, and 

vision

• Helps guide policy decisions that impact the neighborhood

• Helps guide development and investment decisions

• Used as a tool for community investment projects

• Demonstrates to City leaders that the neighborhood is 

united



What is in a neighborhood plan?

• Neighborhood history – What existed?

• Existing Conditions – What currently exists?

• Vision – What do we want to exist in the future?

• Process

• Goals + Objectives – How do we accomplish our vision?

• Consistency with Plan Cincinnati

• Implementation plans – The who, what, when, where



Types of Neighborhood Plans
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Types of Neighborhood Plans
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Neighborhood Plans 

https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/planning/neighborhood-plans/

https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/planning/neighborhood-plans/


Neighborhood Plans 

https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/planning/neighborhood-plans/

https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/planning/neighborhood-plans/


Neighborhood Plans 

https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/planning/neighborhood-plans/approved-plans/

https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/planning/neighborhood-plans/approved-plans/


Neighborhood Plans 

https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/planning/neighborhood-plans/

https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/planning/neighborhood-plans/


Neighborhood Plans 

https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/planning/neighborhood-plans/ongoing-neighborhood-

planning-processes/

https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/planning/neighborhood-plans/ongoing-neighborhood-planning-processes/


Neighborhood Planning Process

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6
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Neighborhood Planning Process
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Neighborhood Planning Process

Step 1 Step 2 Step 3 Step 4 Step 5 Step 6



Is my neighborhood ready for a plan?



Is my neighborhood ready for a plan?

Do you have a specific 

problem you need to 

solve?



Is my neighborhood ready for a plan?

Are you concerned about 

how your community will 

develop or redevelop?



Is my neighborhood ready for a plan?

Is there a hot-button issue 

that has the potential to 

take over any conversation?



Is my neighborhood ready for a plan?

Is there buzz around 

working together to get 

things done?



Is my neighborhood ready for a plan?

Do you have 

communication methods 

in place to engage 

neighbors?



How can City Planning help?

City Planning can lead the process 
• Examples: Oakley Master Plan, Warsaw Alive! 

Plan, Hyde Park East Plan, East End Garden 

District Plan

• Request through Community Budget Request 

process

Neighborhoods can hire a consultant
• Examples: Bond Hill/Roselawn Plan, Evanston 

Work Plan, Avondale Quality of Life 

Movement, Camp Washington, etc. 

• City Planning is part of Steering Committee 

Hybrid – Part 

Community/Consultant/City
• Example: Spring Grove Village 2.0

We want to be at 

the table!



Neighborhood Plan Panel 

Joyce Powdrill
Principal, J. Powdrill & 

Associates

Dr. Gregory 

Stewart
President, Evanston 

Community Council

Sheila 

Rosenthal
President, East Price 

Hill Improvement 

Association

Dan Krohn
Trustee, Oakley 

Community Council


