
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 
September 19, 2024   

  
 
CALL TO ORDER   
A meeting of the Cincinnati Board of Park Commissioners was held on this day at 950 Eden 
Park Drive. Commissioners present: President Molly North, Vice President Kick Lee, 
Commissioner Susan F. Castellini, Commissioner Phyllis McCallum, and Commissioner John 
Neyer. President North called the meeting to order at 9:02 A.M.  
  
Acknowledgement of Public Comments   
President North acknowledged ten in-person public comments about the Doris Day dog park, the 
Burnet Woods dog park, Mt. Airy Trailfest and signage, and Parks’ volunteers. President North 
asked Parks Staff for an update on dog park maintenance at the next regular Board Meeting.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS 
Approval of the August 15 Meeting Minutes  
Commissioner Neyer motioned to approve the meeting minutes. Vice President Lee seconded. 
The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
INFORMATION/ UPDATES 
Trust for Public Land: ParkScore Index Presentation 
Representatives from the Trust for Public Land (TPL), including Sean Terry (Associate VP, 
Ohio State Director) and Will Klein (Associate Director, Parks Research) presented an overview 
of TPL’s ParkScore Index – an annual ranking of parks systems in the 100 most populous U.S. 
cities. TPL shared the reasoning and methodology behind the ParkScore Index rankings. TPL 
discussed their work to increase equitable access to parks across the nation via their 10-Minute 
Walk project, and explained the factors contributing to Cincinnati’s ParkScore (ranked 8th 
nationally). The Commissioners and TPL discussed methods of maintaining and increasing 
Cincinnati’s ParkScore with data, funding, efforts to increase equity, and new projects and 
programming.  
 
ACTION ITEMS 
Foundation Grants Application / Acceptance 
Director Barron updated the Board on two grants from the Cincinnati Parks Foundation, one in 
the amount of $5,000 for a wetland delineation project at Kennedy Heights Parks, and one in the 
amount of $115,000 to fund the Sawyer Point Pickleball shade canopy. A third item on the 
Foundation Grants Report, the Lytle Park Bronze Sign Re-Creation and Re-Installation, was 
noted as a miscommunication and verbally stricken from the report. Commissioner Castellini 
motioned to approve the application for and acceptance of the grants from the Parks Foundation 
for Kennedy Heights and Sawyer Point in an amount up to $120,000. Commissioner McCallum 
seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote. President North thanked the 
Foundation for their generous contributions.  
 
Sawyer Point Pickleball Shade 
Director Jason Barron shared plans for the installation of a shading solution at the Sawyer Point 
pickleball courts. The northernmost 40 feet of the 60-foot-wide seating area will be covered with 
a Shade Systems solution. The Commissioner and Staff discussed the materials to be used and 



their anticipated longevity and maintenance needs. Commissioner Castellini motioned to award 
this work in the amount of $115,000 to Prus Construction. Commissioner McCallum seconded. 
The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
INFORMATION/ UPDATES 
Planning & Design Update 
Director Barron updated the Board on the status of the Lytle Park Comfort Station, the Mt. Echo 
Pavilion roof repairs, the roof replacement at the Avon Woods Nature Center, and progress on 
planning for the Inwood Park revitalization. President North stressed the need for community 
engagement in the early stages of the Inwood Park project. Staff also updated the Board on the 
Art Museum Drive repairs and improvements, work to correct sinkholes in Mt. Airy Forest, Eden 
Park, and Mt. Echo Park, and a recently completed project - thanks to funds secured by City 
Councilmember Jeff Cramerding, Parks Staff was able to clear a significant patch of invasives 
and add an accessible spinner to the playground at Wilson Commons.   
 
HR Update 
Director Barron provided an overview of current full-time and part-time staff numbers, 
vacancies, and promotions – including Garrett Dienno’s promotion to Urban Forestry Supervisor 
– and the status of several key positions Parks is working to interview for and fill. Staff also 
updated Commissioners on employee engagement and appreciation efforts, and a new 
onboarding interface Parks is helping to spearhead for all City departments. The Commissioners 
expressed interest in a presentation from the Urban Forestry Department and the Urban Forestry 
Advisory Board at a future Park Board meeting.  
 
ACTION ITEMS 
Commissioner Fund Budget 
Director Barron outlined the purpose of and processes behind the Parks Commissioner Fund, and 
management strategies to increase its potential. Staff presented a $2.5 million budget, $90,000 of 
which will be used for one-time projects. The Commissioners and Staff discussed ways to 
improve the structure and clarity of the budget system and its management. Staff presented three 
recommendations for approval. Commissioner Neyer motioned to approve the budgeted FY24 
salary reimbursements of $629, 036 be completed in FY25. Commissioner Castellini seconded. 
The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote. Commissioner Castellini motioned to approve a 
disbursement of $47,817 from the Fleischmann restricted fund for the FY25 maintenance 
contract of Fleischmann Gardens. Commissioner McCallum seconded. The motion passed by 
unanimous voice vote. Vice President Lee motioned to approve the Commissioners Fund FY24 
budget in the amount of $2,541,220. Commissioner Neyer seconded. President North and Staff 
paused to discuss the balance of the Fund and strategies for its maintenance, growth, and best 
use. The motion to approve the FY24 budget passed by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Grant Application and Acceptance  
Director Barron shared background on efforts to preserve one-third of an acre of green space in 
Mt. Adams, at the corner of Parkside Place and Martin Drive. Parks Staff would like to apply for 
a grant through the Ohio Public Works Commission Clean Ohio Green Space Conservation 
Program, which provides funds to protect publicly accessible conservation properties in 
perpetuity. Board approval is needed to pass a resolution documenting authorization for filing the 
grant application and committing to provide public access to the space once acquired. In 
collaboration with the Parks Foundation, a Mt. Adams neighborhood community has raised 



$90,000 to be used as a match towards this application. Commissioner Castellini motioned to 
approve acceptance of the resolution. Vice President Lee seconded. The motion passed by 
unanimous voice vote.  
 
Grant of Easement – 211 Woodward St. 
Director Barron outlined a request received from Duke Energy Ohio, Inc., for a Grant of 
Easement to access, operate, and maintain electric utility equipment installed as part of the 
2022/23 expansion of Ziegler Park. Commissioner Neyer motioned to approve the Grant of 
Easement. Commissioner McCallum seconded. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.  
 
DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS 
Director Barron presented the following updates:   

• Controlled Bow Hunting Season, operating in 18 of our parks and preserves, opens 
September 28 and runs through February 2. Trails will remain open for all park visitors.   

• Parks completed an invasive removal project at Wilson Commons, and work has started 
on new landscaping beds to further beautify the area.  

• Volunteer opportunities and upcoming events in September and October throughout 
Cincinnati Parks. 

 
OPEN COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION   
Commissioner McCallum commended Parks Staff for their quick and thorough clean-up after the 
Riverfest fireworks celebration at Sawyer Point & Yeatman’s Cove. Commissioner Castellini 

asked that dog park maintenance be addressed and discussed plans for the Doris Day dog park 
with Staff. President North asked Commissioners if the October Board Meeting could be moved 
from the 17th to the 15th of the month. Commissioner Neyer motioned to move the next regular 
meeting to Tuesday, October 15, at 9:00am. Vice President Lee seconded. The motion was 
passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
ADJOURNMENT   
President North motioned to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 11:21am. 
The next regular meeting date is Tuesday, October 15, at 9:00am.  
 
 
 
ATTEST:     
   
PRESIDENT ___________________ DIRECTOR _____________________  
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Resolution of the Burnet Woods Park Advisory Council (BPAC) 
Passed: September 4, 2024  

 
Whereas, at the Board of Park Commissioners meeting of July 18, 2024, Commissioners 
voted unanimously to approve a budget and design for the installation of a hardscape dog 
park in Burnet Woods which differs substantively in material, design, and accessibility to 
all prior publicly available concepts, 
 
Whereas, the BPAC has always opposed the siting of a dog park in Burnet Woods due to 
the fact that it will degrade the ecological value and ecosystem services of the park, which 
is an Audubon-designated Important Birding Area, 
 
Whereas, the BPAC has always opposed the siting of a dog park in Burnet Woods due to 
the fact that it does not fit the historical use and character of the park,  
 
Whereas, the BPAC has always opposed the siting of a dog park in Burnet Woods as it is a 
misappropriation of resources given the millions of dollars of neglected maintenance 
requirements in the park, 
 
Whereas, the BPAC has always opposed the siting of a dog park in Burnet Woods due to 
the inequitable treatment of neighbors and other stakeholders to Burnet Woods, by the 
Board of Park Commissioners, as compared to the same Board's treatment of Dunore Park 
neighbors and stakeholders, who also opposed the siting of a dog park next to homes and 
in existing greenspace, 
 
Whereas, the BPAC has always opposed the siting of a dog park in Burnet Woods as we've 
witnessed a pattern of individuals from outside groups who want to develop in Burnet 
Woods join BPAC only to then quit BPAC and its volunteer efforts to benefit Burnet Woods 
when they don't get the development they want, 
 
Whereas, the BPAC has always opposed the siting of a dog park in Burnet Woods on the 
grounds that there has been no city-wide analysis of interest in or need for an additional 
dog park, risking inequitable distribution of resources.  
 
Whereas, the BPAC has always opposed the siting of a dog park in Burnet Woods due to 
the fact that at no point in the process has the Cincinnati Park Board conducted anything 
close to what could be considered professional community engagement for the project, 
 
Be it so resolved, that the BPAC hereby passes and submits as public comment for the 
Cincinnati Board of Park Commissioners meeting of September 19, 2024 this resolution 
reaffirming the above positions of the BPAC and demanding that the Park Board conduct 
professional community engagement on the new, materially different design renderings for 
the project which have virtually eliminated the accessibility features upon which the Park 
Board, past and present Park Board Commissioners, the Parks Director, the Cincinnati 



Parks Foundation, and the Clifton Pop-Up Puppy Party have made fundraising appeals. 
Furthermore, we resolve that it be reflected in the public record by way of this resolution 
that the new design renderings approved by the Board of Park Commissioner on July 18, 
2024 directly contradict the guidance provided by the Park Board’s own professional staff; 
that is, “wood chips and crushed stone are not suitable due to the deterioration of wood 
chips, dampness supporting biological growth, difficulty in seeing and picking up dog feces 
and retention of odors in stone, wood, or rubber chips,” as contained in the August 2021 
Park Board meeting packet. 
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�8'5�9:;<:=>=?�?@;A�BCD� B*%�E(�$-+,F�1,-+,F4G*%�E2$-+,-++*�-H�I4J�K6�� L/�*M(�C*F�%�13*F�%4*/�*M2,-+,-++*�-H�I4J�K6N�O$�PQ$RS�1,-�F,��+,-�2,-+,-++*�-H�I4J�K6T�3'�G'�G�'�&I��%','-K'5��I-E�3'EE*J'�5�+U���/�'+�J'��'3*-��/%�3�,%�&'/'23*-�4�,4'5�4�S'*%+�&IF��I-E�-E�-3G�%�*+�VWXYZ[\]�V̂ \_]�̀â ^b[_c\X_a[de�fgeh�ij�hkl�menmopnq����������������r�kh�kn�onsipenhonjkt�ujvwiou�ujvwonj�kj�xy�fge�iu�menmopnow�kzevj�jgo�{tknu�knwih{timkjienu�e|�jgo�menujpvmjien�e|�jgo�we}�{kp~�in��vpnoj��eewu�����������������gito�kj�|kmo�sktvo�jgiu�we}�{kp~�hkl�uooh�ti~o�k�nimo�iwokq�r�zotioso�ij�fitt�we�hepo�gkph�jgkn}eew��rj�fevtw�zo�ippou{enuizto�je�jk~o�kfkl�|peh�fgkj�tijjto�nkjvpkt�}poon�u{kmo�fo�gkso�to|j�in�jgo�kpok�r|�knljgin}q�fo�ugevtw�zo�o�{knwin}�jgouo�nkjvpkt�}poon�u{kmou���l�{oopu�knw�r�mevtw�fpijo�{k}ou�knw{k}ou�kzevj�fgl�jgiu�wosote{honj�knw�woujpvmjien�e|�evp�}poon�u{kmo�iu�k�geppizto�iwok���gkj�r�knwhknl�ejgopu�fknj�je�~nef�iuq�gef�hknl�houuk}ou�e|�uv{{epj�gkso�lev�pomoisow���ef�hknl�ine{{euijien�gkso�lev�pomoisow��ru�jgiu�{pe�omj�jpvtl�fknjow�zl�jgo�{oe{to�fge�tisoq�fep~q�knw�ujvwl�in�jgokpok���Z\[c_[Y�̀Za�Yxnisopuijl�e|�yinminnkjiq�ytkuu�e|�����������nsipenhonjkt��jvwiou�inep�in��oete}l�r��yopji|imkjo�



���������	
��
����������������������

�����
���������� ! "#���$�%�&'�()*�+%�%),'�()*-./(0�12�/34�
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