
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 
August 15, 2024   

  
 
CALL TO ORDER   
A meeting of the Cincinnati Board of Park Commissioners was held on this day at 950 Eden 
Park Drive. Commissioners present: President Molly North, Vice President Kick Lee, 
Commissioner Susan F. Castellini, Commissioner Phyllis McCallum, and Commissioner John 
Neyer. President North called the meeting to order at 9:02 A.M.  
  
Acknowledgement of Public Comments   
President North acknowledged seven in-person public comments about the Burnet Woods dog 
park. President North thanked speakers for their continued engagement, discussed plans for other 
improvements in the works at Burnet Woods, and shared thoughts on the importance of dog 
parks in communities. President North asked Director Jason Barron to address the efforts made 
and constraints faced in prioritizing accessibility in the design of the dog park. Director Barron 
and Staff shared background on the choices and updates made regarding grading, materials, 
sidewalk design, and ADA compliant parking as the design developed.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS 
Approval of the July 18 Meeting Minutes  
Commissioner Castellini motioned to approve the meeting minutes. Commissioner Neyer 
seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
ACTION ITEMS 
DNR Ludlow Headquarters Service Garage 
Division Manager Joel Gross updated the Board on the status of construction of the DNR service 
garage. P&D was recently made aware of a discrepancy in the finished floor elevation that would 
potentially create drainage problems. This can be corrected by raising the finished floor elevation 
by one foot. Prus Construction agreed to perform the work at no additional cost beyond that of 
materials. Staff requested authorization of a contingency in the amount of $9,225 for the 
remainder of the project, to be funded from proceeds of the Reading Road site sale. This amount 
will cover the anticipated cost of additional materials with the remainder to be held in reserve for 
potential future issues. Commissioner Neyer motioned to approve the $9,225 contingency. 
Commissioner Castellini seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.    
 
Mt. Airy Bike Skills Course Award Approval 
Division Manager Joel Gross shared a bid from Progressive Bike Ramps to construct the Bike 
Skills Course at Mt. Airy. The Park Board approved $140,000 in January 2023 and accepted up 
to $110,000 from the Cincinnati Parks Foundation in June 2024 towards this project. The 
Commissioners and Staff discussed the design of the course and the operating specifics of the 
comfort station. Staff recommended awarding the project to Progressive Bike Ramps in the 
amount of $247,348. Commissioner Neyer suggested approving a contingency for the project. 
Staff recommended a 10% contingency across the project. President North thanked the 
Cincinnati Parks Foundation and CORA for their support of this project. Commissioner Neyer 
motioned to approve the award of work to Progressive Bike Ramps in the amount of $247,348, 
with an additional $25,000 contingency. Vice President Lee seconded. The motion passed by a 
unanimous voice vote.    



INFORMATION/ UPDATES 
Planning & Design Update 
Division Manager Gross updated the Board on the status of grant applications for the Glenway 
Park project and discussed the different levels of what could be accomplished based on the 
amount of funding received. President North recognized Commissioner Neyer for being a 
champion of the project. Commissioners and Staff discussed opportunities for interpretive 
signage highlighting the park’s history, and the positive impact invasive removal has had and 
other planned improvements will have on the space. Staff updated the Board on plans for 
invasive removal at Inwood Park as part of the planning process. Staff also shared preliminary 
design plans for the Sinton Operations Center and considerations for including the Biochar 
facility in that footprint.   
 
Duke Pipeline Tree Valuation Report 
Division Manager Crystal Courtney provided a report on a Division of Natural Resources (DNR) 
led effort to work with Duke Energy to minimize the loss of tree canopy during a gas line 
replacement on Parks property. Duke originally estimated 283 public and park trees would need 
to be removed to complete the project. However, after receiving the results of a DNR conducted 
tree appraisal in August 2023, Duke reevaluated their plans and were able to reduce the total 
number of trees removed to 44 (36 in Magrish Preserve and 8 in the right of way). Duke 
compensated Parks for staff time and trees lost in the amount of $57,510.53.    
 
HR Update 
Director Barron provided an overview of current staff numbers, vacancies, new hires, upcoming 
retirements – including key DNR team members Robin Hunt and Sheila Stump – and updates on 
ongoing interviews for a number of positions. Staff also touched on efforts to highlight safety.  
 
ACTION ITEMS 
Foundation Grants Application / Acceptance 
Director Barron shared plans to add additional police coverage at Smale and Sawyer Point Parks 
on weekend evenings throughout the summer. The Smale Family, through the Cincinnati Parks 
Foundation, generously offered grant funds to cover those costs. Commissioner Neyer motioned 
to approve the application for and acceptance of a grant from the Parks Foundation for additional 
security in an amount up to $15,000. Commissioner Castellini seconded. The motion passed by a 
unanimous voice vote. 
 
INFORMATION/ UPDATES 
Cincinnati Parks Events 2024 
Director Barron shared a report he provided to City Council’s Climate, Environment, and 

Infrastructure Committee on past and upcoming events and programming in Parks in 2024. 
Commissioners and Staff also discussed the Trust for Public Land’s ParkScore methodology and 
its 10-Minute Walk program, which focuses on equitable access to parks and greenspace.  
 
3-Year Plan Update 
Director Barron provided a draft update of the Park Improvement Projects 3-Year Plan, which 
lays out all major current, upcoming, and future projects from Q4 2023 through Q3 2028, 
including anticipated hours spent by Staff quarterly on those projects. The Commissioners 
requested that the marina project be added to the plan and advised they will review the draft in 
anticipation of approving a final version in the near future.  



DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS 
Director Barron presented the following updates:   

• Krohn’s Butterflies in Space show ends Sunday, August 18, and was very successful. The 

fall show, Mum’s the Word, will run August 31 – October 13.  
• The annual ReLeaf tree giveaway program is returning in September. Registration for 

low canopy neighborhoods opens September 7, general registration opens September 21.  
• Parks has engaged in recent outreach events including Paddlefest, the Neighborhood 

Summit, Rock the Block, and CM Owens’ Social Service Days.   
• A video highlighting Parks’ Counselors in Training (CIT) summer camp volunteers.  
• Additional upcoming events including the Black Family Reunion, Riverfest, Mt. Airy 

Trailfest, a Caterpillar/Moth Treasure Hunt at California Woods, Oktoberfest Zinzinnati, 
and Bluegrass and BBQ at Alms Park.  
 

OPEN COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION   
Commissioner Castellini shared she wishes that those who attend Park Board meetings to 
provide public comment regarding Burnet Woods would stay for the entirety of the meeting in 
order to hear about everything going on in Parks. President North indicated there may be a need 
to reschedule the October meeting and will propose alternate dates if and when that is 
determined.  
 
ADJOURNMENT   
President North motioned to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 11:18am. 
The next regular meeting date is Thursday, September 19, at 9:00am.  
 
 
 
ATTEST:     
   
PRESIDENT ___________________ DIRECTOR _____________________  



































 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
Date:     August 19, 2021 
 
To:        Board of Park Commissioners  

From:    Kara Kish, Director 

Subject: Potential Dog Park Site in Burnet Woods 
 
 
Background 
 
At the July 15th Board of Park Commissioners meeting, the Board considered 
and discussed Staff’s presentation of potentially viable dog park locations to 
serve the Clifton community. The Board came to a consensus that their 
preferred site for consideration was the Northeast corner of Burnet Woods. 
Further, they sought a better understanding of the optimal footprint(s), 
concepts, surfaces, cost estimates, water access, maintenance needs and 
natural environment impacts and asked Staff to do additional research for 
presentation and discussion at the August 19th Park Board meeting. This 
information has been developed and is being presented for consideration. 
 
This represents the culmination of an extensive engagement and fact-finding 
effort by the Park Board and Staff over the last 18 months in response to 
interest from the Clifton community about developing a dog park in the area. 
As you are aware, a Cincinnati Parks survey conducted this spring about the 
potential for a dog park at Dunore Park attracted 850 responses of whom 
52% vs. 43% indicated an interest in creating a dog park. 
 
This engagement process has included direct engagement with individuals 
and community organizations, public notification of Park Board meetings with 
distribution of meeting materials, surveys and general comments received by 
the Board and Staff. This feedback and process has been quite valuable in 
helping to advance this conversation. As this process continues, Staff 
welcomes and appreciates continued input and engagement from all 
individuals and organizations. 
 
Site Description 
 
The site at the southeast corner of Brookline and Ludlow Avenues consists 
primarily of a sloping, bowl-shaped open lawn area flanked by hillsides and 
trees. Staff has developed alternatives for surfacing the site and for 
boundaries of the dog park, all of which impact cost.  
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The basic features would include surfacing material, a five-foot high perimeter fence with entry 
gates, benches, and water service for a drinking fountain and site cleaning. 
 
Surfacing 
 
The surfacing choice is an important component of any dog park, and a number of alternatives 
exist. These range from a natural lawn treatment to wood chips, stone, crushed rock or 
decomposed granite, concrete, or specially manufactured artificial turf products. There are 
advantages and disadvantages with each approach. Choices are dependent on performance, 
cost, maintenance, and site suitability. 
 
Reviewing the experiences at other dog parks and consulting best practices, wood chips and 
crushed stone are not considered suitable due to deterioration of wood chips, dampness 
supporting biological growth, difficulty in seeing and picking up dog feces and retention of odors 
in stone, wood, or rubber chips. Also, some dogs may ingest wood chips.  
 
The identified surface options to consider at Burnet Woods are natural, concrete or an artificial 
turf product made specifically for dog parks. Due to the small size of the site and the likely high 
usage, a natural surface would result very quickly in a grassless site of dirt and mud. This would 
not be advisable due to the wear and tear on the site and the resulting unsightliness.  
 
A concrete surface, similar to what is at the dog parks in Washington Park and Westwood Town 
Hall would alleviate the problems of an all-natural site. A dog park artificial turf surface would 
accomplish the same goals as a concrete site but has the added advantage of being softer, 
greener, and most important, offering a permeable drained surface. The turf is put down over a 
base of stone aggregate and has fixed edges. It has a 15-year warranty, comes with antibacterial 
treatment and is cheaper than concrete.  
 
Layout 
 
In order to preserve the tree cover adjacent to the open lawn and avoid the hillsides on both 
sides of the site, the proposed layout would establish the dog park within the open lawn area. 
The entrance would be a double-gated vestibule next to the sidewalk on Brookline. This layout 
avoids containing the large trees within the dog park, sparing heavy compaction around their 
roots, while maintaining a vegetative canopy along Ludlow Avenue. This also preserves the tree 
cover, screening the site from the condominium building just to the east. None of the options 
discussed below will result in the loss of any existing trees.  
 
Fence placement options would determine the size of the dog park and is an important factor in 
cost since fencing and surfacing prices are dependent upon size and layout. Three options are 
proposed for consideration, all of which encompass a smaller area for small dogs (See attached). 
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Cost Estimate 
 

 A (10,000 sf) B (15,000 sf) C (19,000 sf) 

Fencing/Gates          $20,000          $25,000 $30,000      
Turf Surfacing Installed $119,000        $178,500 $226,000    
Water $87,500 $87,500 $87,500 
Concrete $8,800 $8,800 $8,800 
Benches $8,000 $8,000 $8,000 
Subtotal $233,300 $307,300 $360,300 
10% Contingency $23,330 $30,730 $36,030 
Total Cost $256,630 $338,030 $396,330 
Cost/Sq. Ft.  $25.66 $22.54 $20.86 

 
Considerations 
 
Though cost is a major consideration in determining a preferred option, this should also be 
weighed against how much use the dog park would likely have to avoid overcrowding issues. 
The artificial turf product is preferred due to its durability and permeability thereby minimizing 
maintenance responsibilities to daily pickup of trash and occasional spray washing.  
 
For comparison purposes, the Westwood Town Hall Dog Park is 7,200 sf and the Washington 
Park Dog Park is 9,000 sf. Both are fenced, have water on site and are primarily concrete 
surfaces. Westwood cost $27/sf. Washington Park cost $56/sf. Mt. Airy and Armleder dog parks 
are natural surfaces but are much larger consisting of several acres each. 
 
An annual estimate for maintaining this space is approximately $15,000, which includes a part-
time employee ($12,750) providing string trimming around the fence, graffiti removal, spraying 
off the surface weekly, removing the trash (supply cost $500) and refilling the dog bags ($2,000). 
 
Funding 
 
Staff has previously identified and presented the Board the potential use of $150,000 of 
Commissioner’s Funds for construction of a Clifton area dog park. Additional funding to construct 
the park could come from further use of Commissioner’s funds, grants, private giving, private 
fundraising, sponsorship/naming rights, the capital improvement fund, or some combination. 
 
Further, it may be worth exploring partnerships with local interested parties such as the Clifton 
PUPP, who have expressed strong interest in assisting efforts to develop a dog park or to raise 
funds for the construction and/or maintenance of one.  
 
While none of the Park Board's current dog parks charge for use, it is worth noting some charge 
a daily fee for or paid memberships generating money to help off-set maintenance costs. Below 
is a sampling of some public dog parks and their fees. 
 

Name Daily Annual 

Wood County, OH  
Dog Shelter 

None $40/Full 
$30/Partial 

Williamsburg, VA $2 $27/Resident 
$62/Non-Resident 

Cary Park, IL None $55/Resident 
$110/Non-Resident 

Kenosha County, WI $2/Resident 
$5/Non-Resident 

$20/Resident 
$25/Non-Resident 
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Conclusion 
 
Staff is seeking Board discussion and direction to determine whether further development of the 
NE corner of Burnet Woods as a dog park serving the Clifton community should proceed.  
 
 Attachment A—NE Burnet Woods Site 

Attachment B—NE Burnet Woods Dog Park Layout Options  
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PROPOSED SITE |  NE BURNET WOODS
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Date: July 18, 2024  
 
To: Board of Park Commissioners 
 
From: Jason Barron, Director 
 
Subject: Burnet Woods Dog Park Construction Award Approval 
 
 
 
Cincinnati Parks bid out the Burnet Woods Dog Park construction project in the spring.  
Prus Construction was the only responsive bidder to the invitation to bid.  However, their 
initial bid of $566,076 was well over the project estimate of $405,000.  The Office of 
Procurement rejected that bid and directed the Parks Department to enter a negotiation 
with Prus.    
 
In negotiations, Parks Staff worked with Prus to modify the plans and the scope of the 
dog park to bring the project into budget, while ensuring that we deliver a beautiful, high-
quality new amenity to Burnet Woods that will accommodate as many visitors of all 
abilities as possible.  The new budget for the project from Prus is $380,990.70. 
 
Attached to this report is a line-item comparison of the original and updated bids for the 
project and an updated drawing of the modifications to the plan. 
 
The major driver of the unexpectedly high initial bid was the cost of the turf, which was 
over two times higher than the estimate.  Parks Planning and Design Division revised 
the footprint of the turfed area, added in a concrete pathway through the park, and 
added sod to the outer areas of the dog park.  The concrete pathway maintains a level of 
accessibility for various levels of mobility to most of the dog park, while also shrinking 
the amount of turf by over 65%, from 5,266 sf of turf to 1,800 sf in the final design.  The 
turf remains a certified PFAS free turf from ForeverLawn.  Maintaining the turf in the 
central area of the dog park is essential to ensure the highest trafficked area does not 
become a mud pit that is a maintenance burden.  While there is some concern the newly 
added 2,400 sf of sod could have wear and tear issues, Parks Staff feels those areas will 
receive less traffic, and this is the best path forward given the cost of turf.  Additionally, 
one of the themes we have heard from some in the community is a preference for 
natural grass; therefore, we are pleased that this plan offers a mix of turf and grass: turf 
for improved accessibility and ease of maintenance and grass for increased natural 
areas. 
 
Other changes to the project scope include removing some line items from the 
construction project that will instead be completed in-house by Parks staff at a much 
lower cost than if they were to be completed by Prus.  Those line items include benches, 
trash cans, doggie bag holder, tree plantings, and other horticulture work, such as 
seeding and planting of shrubs and perennials.  The original plan called for a 12” 
decorative curb around the tree wells.  That has been changed to a standard 6” curb.  
Lastly, we considered including a curb cut and parking striping as part of the project; 
however, upon further consideration, we may have been overly optimistic that we could 
make that work.  At this time, we do not believe that road conditions on Brookline are 
adequate for a true handicap parking plan. 
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The Park Board has previously authorized $300,000 for this project.  The Cincinnati Parks Foundation 
has been working with community members to raise funding for this project.  At the August 2023 Board 
Meeting, we accepted $44,550 from the Foundation to complete the design of the dog park.  
Fundraising efforts continue with the goal of raising another $81,000 to cover the $380,990.70 for the 
project budget.  The expectation is we will approve another grant from the Parks Foundation at the 
August or September Board Meeting to complete the budget. 
 
Recommendation  
 
Park Board Staff respectfully requests approval of Prus Construction to complete the Burnet Woods 
Dog Park for $380,990.70, with a $25,000 project contingency to be held in reserve.  
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