
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 
July 18, 2024   

  
 
CALL TO ORDER   
A meeting of the Cincinnati Board of Park Commissioners was held on this day at 950 Eden 
Park Drive. Commissioners present: President Molly North, Vice President Kick Lee, 
Commissioner Phyllis McCallum, and Commissioner John Neyer. Commissioner Susan F. 
Castellini joined virtually. President North called the meeting to order at 9:02 A.M.  
  
Acknowledgement of Public Comments   
President North acknowledged six in-person public comments about the Burnet Woods dog park.   
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS 
Approval of the June 20 Meeting Minutes  
Commissioner McCallum motioned to approve the meeting minutes. Commissioner Neyer 
seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.  
 
INFORMATION/ UPDATES 
Ault Park Update 
Eric Dittmer (President, Ault Park Advisory Council) presented an overview of APAC’s events, 

educational programs, and current and anticipated major initiatives to address needs in Ault Park. 
The Commissioners thanked APAC for coming and congratulated APAC on its longevity, 
strategic direction, and strong reputation.   
 
Parks for Wellness Presentation 
Jennifer Spieser (Executive Director, Cincinnati Parks Foundation), Cathy Crain (former Park 
Board Commissioner and former President of the Parks Foundation), and Sian Cotton, PhD 
(Director, UC’s Osher Center for Integrative Health) introduced their “Parks for Wellness” 
initiative, which will allow UC medical professionals to prescribe time in parks as a form of 
medicine. Successful launch of this program would make Cincinnati Parks the first parks system 
in the country to partner with a major medical provider on the prescription of time in nature as 
medical care. The Commissioners shared their excitement about and full support of the program.  
 
ACTION ITEM 
Ault Park Valley Trail Restoration 
Division Manager Joel Gross updated the Board on efforts to secure a bid from storm water term 
contractor Rack and Ballauer, for work to armor approximately 200 feet of eroded stream bank 
along the Valley Trail in Ault Park. Parks will be utilizing grant funding received from the Ohio 
Department of Natural Resources for the project. Staff requested approval of Rack and 
Ballauer’s bid to complete the trail restoration work in the amount of $99,110, with a $15,000 

project contingency to be held in reserve. Commissioner Neyer motioned to approve the award 
of work to Rack and Ballauer with the requested contingency. Commissioner McCallum 
seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.    
 
 
 
 



INFORMATION/ UPDATES 
Planning & Design Update 
Division Manager Gross updated the Board on the status of the operations garage at the Ludlow 
DNR Headquarters, the restoration of Theodore M. Berry International Friendship Park, and 
progress on the Biochar project including the vetting of possible locations. Staff and 
Commissioners discussed different factors, such as traffic and noise, that will be taken into 
consideration when deciding on the location of the Biochar facility. Staff also updated the 
Commissioners on progress to the Glenway Park upgrades, improvements in the Planning & 
Design department’s ability to do in-house planning and survey work, early planning for Inwood 
Park improvements, and changes to the traffic pattern on Eden Park Drive due to DOTE work on 
Art Museum Drive.    
 
HR Update 
HR Manager Derrick Gentry provided an overview of current staff numbers, vacancies, new 
hires, and upcoming retirements. Staff provided a detailed account of on-the-job injuries broken 
down by type.  
 
ACTION ITEMS 
Burnet Woods Dog Park 
Director Jason Barron provided background on the project and how the design has progressed 
from spring 2022 to the present, as well as the results of the bidding process which necessitated 
further design updates. Director Barron outlined the final design that was landed on after 
negotiations with Prus Construction, and discussed various ways that Parks intends to cut costs 
to keep the project within its budget. Staff recommended that the Commissioners award the work 
to Prus in the amount of $380,990.70, with a $25,000 contingency to be held in reserve. The 
Commissioners discussed tree impact, ongoing maintenance costs, the quality of the plans and 
whether this park is the best it could be, other needs at Burnet Woods, as well as feedback from 
proponents and opponents. Commissioner Neyer shared he would be more comfortable with a 
surface other than turf and has concerns about voting without having all funds raised (as an 
additional $81,000 is currently being raised by the Parks Foundation to be added to the $300,00 
approved by the Park Board in 2023). President North made a motion approving the budget, with 
contingency, accepting the design, awarding the work to Prus, and asking Staff to explore turf 
alternatives during the fundraising period. Commissioner McCallum seconded the motion. The 
motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.   
 
Foundation Grants Application / Acceptance 
Director Barron provided an overview of funding for the Ault Park 4th of July celebration. The 
only cost incurred directly by Parks was for stage rental, permit fees, and labor costs in the 
amount of $5,923.74. Commissioner McCallum motioned to approve the application for and 
acceptance of a grant from the Parks Foundation to cover these costs. Vice President Lee 
seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote. 
 
In-Kind Donation Acceptance 
Director Barron requested the approval of Q1 and Q2 in-kind donations from the Parks 
Foundation totaling $36,340.24 in value. Commissioner Neyer motioned to approve the 
donations. Commissioner McCallum seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote. 
 
 



DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS 
Director Barron shared a brief update on the FY 2024 financials and the status of the 
Commissioners’ Fund.  
Director Barron also presented the following updates: 

• In-house updates to the entrance and signage at Avon Woods Nature Preserve 
• July is National Parks and Recreation Association month 
• Groundbreaking for restoration work at Theodore M. Berry International Friendship Park 

is set for Thursday, July 25 at 11:30am 
• Other upcoming events include Shakespear in the Park, the On Point Music Festival, 

Forward Forever, the CPAC Quarterly Meeting, Riverfest, and Riverfest West 
 

OPEN COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION   
Vice President Lee thanked Director Barron and the Parks staff for all that they do, and thanked 
Morgan and Eddie Rigaud for the collaboration between Skate Downtown Cincy and Cincinnati 
Parks. Vice President Lee also congratulated Parks on the success of the Ault Park 4th of July 
fireworks celebration. Commissioner McCallum shared her enthusiasm for the upcoming 
restoration of International Friendship Park, seconded Vice President Lee’s appreciation for the 

activation of the skating rink, and shared her excitement about the first meeting of the Lytle Park 
CPAC. Commissioner Neyer emphasized Cincinnati’s top-tier park system. President North 
shared excitement about the recent focus on our historic pavilions and their restoration. 
Commissioner Castellini commended Staff for their work to keep the parks looking wonderful.  
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
Vice President North entertained a motion adjourn into Executive Session to consider the 
employment, discipline, and compensation of a public employee. Commissioner Neyer motioned 
to adjourn. Vice President Lee seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.  
 
 
ADJOURNMENT   
The Board returned from Executive Session at 11:51AM.  
President North motioned to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 11:52AM. 
The next regular meeting date is Thursday, August 15, at 9:00am.  
 
 
 
ATTEST:     
   
PRESIDENT ___________________ DIRECTOR _____________________  
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