
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 
June 20, 2024   

  
 
CALL TO ORDER   
A meeting of the Cincinnati Board of Park Commissioners was held on this day at 950 Eden 
Park Drive. Commissioners present: President Molly North, Vice President Kick Lee, 
Commissioner Susan F. Castellini, and Commissioner John Neyer. Commissioner Phyllis 
McCallum joined virtually. President North called the meeting to order at 9:00 A.M.  
  
Acknowledgement of Public Comments   
President North acknowledged seven in-person public comments about the Burnet Woods dog 
park.   
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS 
Approval of the May 16 Meeting Minutes  
Commissioner Castellini motioned to approve the meeting minutes. Commissioner Neyer 
seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.  
 
INFORMATION/ UPDATES 
Jennifer Harten Retirement 
Director Jason Barron congratulated Jennifer Harten, Explore Nature! Manager, on her 
upcoming retirement after 35 years with Cincinnati Parks. The Commissioners congratulated her 
and thanked her for her impressive contributions to and tenure with the Park Board.    
 
ACTION ITEMS 
Sinton: East Operations Center 
Division Manager Joel Gross updated the Board on efforts to amend the current scope of work 
on an existing contract with KZF Design, allowing them to complete Design Document (DD) 
level estimation) and provide construction administration services for the Sinton Operations 
campus. The added scope of work is due to changes in the intended use of the finished space and 
will increase KZF’s proposal by $36,500. Staff responded to Commissioner questions regarding 

the project timeline, secured construction funding, and solar power generation and use. 
Commissioner Neyer motioned to approve a change order increase of $36,500. Vice President 
Lee seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.    
 
INFORMATION/ UPDATES 
Planning & Design Update 
Division Manager Gross updated the Board on the status of Smale Lot 23 design plans, progress 
on the Biochar project and repairs to Everybody’s Treehouse in Mt. Airy Forest, improvements 
to Washington Park’s irrigation system, funding and scope plans for the Ault Park Valley trail 
restoration, and completion of the Mt. Airy Forest stone signage repair. Staff also informed the 
Commissioners about a change-of-use request from the Cincinnati Recreation Commission to 
convert a softball field at Mt. Echo to a soccer field. Parks is exploring the request and will keep 
the Commissioners informed. The Commissioners and Staff discussed whether there is a known 
community desire for the change-of-use and Staff confirmed that there is.  
 



The Commissioners and Staff also discussed challenges and opportunities Planning & Design 
faces related to the City’s processes and timelines for procurement and securing competitive 
project bids. Commissioners and Staff shared ideas on how to improve those processes both 
internally at Parks and in the City as a whole.  
 
HR Update 
HR Manager Derrick Gentry provided an overview of current staff numbers, vacancies, new 
hires, and efforts to help employees stay healthy and cool in the heat. Staff congratulated West 
Service Crew Leader Rich Cross on his retirement after a 34-year tenure with Parks. Staff also 
updated the Commissioners on injuries and efforts to improve injury prevention and safety.     
 
ACTION ITEM 
Foundation Grants Application / Acceptance 
Director Barron provided an overview of two potential grants from the Cincinnati Parks 
Foundation, and requested the Commissioners approve the application for and acceptance of 
grants to support design work for the Beginner Mountain Bike Skills Course at Mt. Airy Forest 
in partnership with CORA, as well as funding for 2024 programming at Krohn Conservatory. 
Commissioner Castellini motioned to approve the application and acceptance of these grants in a 
total amount up to $181,250. Vice President Lee seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous 
roll call vote.  
 
DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS 
Director Barron presented the following updates: 

• Krohn’s Butterfly Show is off to a great start and will run through August 18.  
• The American Conifer Society gifted a Queen City Gingko at a ceremony attended by 

Mayor Pureval and Councilmember Owens. The tree will be planted at Mt. Airy Forest.  
• Rapid Run Park won Cincinnati Magazine’s Best of the West award for its fitness trail.   
• Parks’ Greenspace Team has planted seasonal displays across the city.  
• An overview of upcoming summer and 4th of July events throughout Cincinnati Parks. 

 
OPEN COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION   
President North expressed excitement about the Owl’s Nest renovation process and asked about 

updates to the Park Improvement Projects 3-Year Plan. Director Barron responded that Staff 
have been meeting internally to update that document and hope to share it for review at the July 
Board meeting. President North also asked about progress on planning for Inwood Park and 
whether the process would be similar to the Owl’s Nest project. Director Barron responded that 

Inwood is a high-priority project that will involve robust community engagement. Commissioner 
McCallum thanked the Foundation for their help in working to create a CPAC at Lytle Park.  
 
ADJOURNMENT   
The next regular meeting date is Thursday, July 18, at 9:00am.  
President North motioned to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 10:49 A.M. 
 
 
ATTEST:     
   
PRESIDENT ___________________ DIRECTOR _____________________  



















































































 

CORRYVILLE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 
 
           10 June 2024  
 
Re: Proposed Burnet Woods Dog Park 
 

Dear Cincinnati Parks Commissioners, 

As Cincinnati Parks reviews bids to demolish a portion of Burnet Woods to construct an artificial turf dog 
park, the Corryville Community Council reiterates its opposition to a dog park in Burnet Woods. Please 
find attached our prior statements opposing a dog park in Burnet Woods (2021 letter, 2022 letter, 2023 
Op-Ed). 

Demolishing a primary entrance to the park as we celebrate Burnet Woods' 150th birthday this year 
would be a sad sight, especially considering past resistance to development in the park and that 85% of 
responses to Cincinnati Parks one-question survey about this project were critical. 

Burnet Woods is an important asset to the Corryville community, and we are asking Cincinnati Parks to 
conduct professional community engagement on this issue -- before it's too late. 

Sincerely, 

For the Corryville Community Council -  

 

 

 

William Crawford Jr. 

President 





 

CORRYVILLE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 
 
Board of Park Commissioners        17 May 2022  
Cincinnati, Ohio 
 
Board of Park Commissioners 
Interim Director John Neyer 
Division Manager Rocky Merz 
 
Re: Proposed “Clifton” Dog Park 
 

To the Board, Director Neyer, Manager Merz: 

The Corryville Community Council is aware that the Board of Park Commissioners recently received 
conceptual drawings for the purpose of fundraising for a dog park in Burnet Woods (3.17.22 Parks 
meeting packet, page 130). While generally supportive of the idea of a Dog Park in Uptown, and neutral 
on other suggested locations in the Uptown area (6.7.21 & 7.15.21 Clifton Dog Park Analysis), we remain 
opposed to a dog park in Burnet Woods.  

We understand that a dog park will require $150,000 in parks funds, with an additional $100,000 to be 
raised by dog park supporters. We further understand that Cincinnati Parks is facing a long list of 
deferred maintenance across the parks system. With this in mind, we believe it is important that any 
new park development, especially a dog park that will require significant ongoing maintenance, be fully 
vetted and broadly supported by the community. 

It has come to our attention that the Burnet Woods Parks Advisory Council (BPAC) unanimously opposes 
a dog park in Burnet Woods. BPAC’s most recent resolution raises concerns over environmental and 
residential impacts, lack of parking, incompatibility with the existing character and use of the park, lack 
of access to water, lack of equitable citing criteria, degradation of an existing greenspace, lack of 
sustainable funding for ongoing maintenance, etc. (4.6.22 BPAC meeting minutes). We believe these 
concerns merit further study of the appropriateness of placing a dog park in Burnet Woods. Further, 
immediate neighbors to the planned site, including Corryville residents, who were not engaged by 
Cincinnati Parks prior to site selection, have since raised concerns, including parking limitations, 
sanitation, and conservation (3.2.22 Parkside Neighbors Letter).  

It is not clear that consensus has been reached across Uptown neighborhoods regarding a dog park in 
Burnet Woods. We do not feel that Cincinnati Parks has adequately answered the questions and 
concerns raised by BPAC and other groups, nor has Cincinnati Parks adequately engaged park neighbors, 
whose day-to-day quality of life will be affected. The planned dog park also deviates from the Burnet 
Woods Master Plan, which was adopted after extensive community input. 

We request that Cincinnati Parks and dog park supporters refrain from progressing further on the 
Burnet Woods location or fundraising for a dog park while Cincinnati Parks works to answer the 
questions and concerns of neighborhood groups, conducts a community survey including all 



 

CORRYVILLE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

neighborhoods identified in Parks’ dog park siting criteria, and develops a plan for equitable distribution 
of dog parks across the city park system.  

Thank you for your consideration. 

For the Corryville Community Council -  

 

 

 

William Crawford Jr 

President 



 

CORRYVILLE COMMUNITY COUNCIL 

 
 
Board of Park Commissioners        14 July 2021  
Cincinnati, Ohio 
 
Director Kara Kish 
Division Manager Rocky Merz 
 
Re: Proposed “Clifton” Dog Park 
 

To the Board, Director Kish, Manager Merz: 

The Corryville Community Council is aware that the Board of Park Commissioners is currently 
considering creating a Dog Park in the Uptown area (6.7.21 & 7.15.21 Clifton Dog Park Analysis). While 
generally supportive of the idea of a Dog Park in Uptown, we are opposed to the location of a Dog Park 
in Burnet Woods. We are neutral on the other suggested locations in the Uptown area.  

Our request here is that the name of the Dog Park, wherever it is eventually located, represent the 
neighborhood in which it is located or have a more neutral name like “Uptown Dog Park.” Some of the 
locations which have been suggested in the above-referenced document have been incorrectly assigned 
to the wrong neighborhood – the “Losantiville Triangle” site is in Mt. Auburn, not Corryville; and all 
three Burnet Woods sites are first and foremost in Corryville (see attached image). Proper naming of 
sites in accordance with their hosting neighborhood will assure good Park – Community relations and 
eliminate potential confusion. 

Thank you for your consideration -  

For the Corryville Community Council 

 

Leah Hollstein, Secretary 

 











































Why Plastic Grass is Unconscionable, and City Council should ban it 
in our public spaces to protect the public health.  
 
The Park Board has publicly stated that the Burnet Woods dog park will 
use PFAS free artificial turf. An FOIA request revealed a document that 
ForeverLawn provided Cincinnati Parks. It is an obtuse document that does 
not merit the no PFAS claim that the Park Board has publicly made. See 
attached.  
 
Only a Total Fluorine Analysis performed by Eurofins can determine the 
level of PFAS in ForeverLawn’s K9 turf.  
 
The Park Board has resisted repeated requests to subject ForeverLawn’s 
K9 turf to Total Fluorine analysis. Is this setting up the Park Board for 
litigation? Kyra Bennett of PEER has blown the whistle on the known 
hazards of artificial turf, and the greenwashing activities of the Sythetic Turf 
Council. 
 
Artificial Turf – A Plague on the Earth 
 
In 2019, PEER and The Ecology Center discovered PFAS in the blades 
and backing of artificial turf. Since then, artificial turf manufacturers have 
conceded that PFAS are added to the machines to aid the extrusion of the 
hot plastic and as “a slip agent that is intentionally added to the molten 
hydrocarbons to make the plastic grass blades freee of defects.”  
 
https://peer.org/commentary-artificial-turf-a-plague-on-the-earth/ 
 
 
Artificial turf sheds microplastics.  
 
The dark side of artificial greening: Plastic turfs as widespread 
pollutants of aquatic environments 
 
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0269749123010965 
 
Until now, the concerns associated to artificial turf surfaces dealt with 
sociocultural aspects (Francis, 2018), their end-of-life treatment (Francis, 
2018; Ramboll, 2020), the increase of urban runoff (Chang et al., 2021), 
potential impacts on local biodiversity (Francis, 2018; Sánchez-Sotomayor 



et al., 2023), leaching of potentially toxic chemicals (Cheng and Reinhard, 
2010; Gomes et al., 2021; Källqvist, 2005; Lauria et al., 2022), and their 
contribution to climate change (Jim, 2017). We can now state that the risks 
of impact extend also to surrounding ecosystems due to the release and 
dispersal of artificial turf debris. Extensive replacement of natural land 
covers by artificial turf surfaces will likely add a significant and irreparable 
plastic legacy to the global nature. 
 

 
 
 
Artificial turf in Uptown’s Urban Heat Island is Environmental Injustice 
 
Corryville, the closest neighborhood to the proposed dog park has a 
deficient nature score while the Clifton Gaslight neighborhood enjoys the 
opposite. Perhaps this is why there was no community outreach or 
engagement afforded the nearest neighbors to this proposed dog park, 
voted on by the Park Board on July 15, 2021. Did this decision violate Park 
Board best practices? Why are so many other projects getting community 
engagement, when Corryville and CUF were given none?  
 



 
 
Corryville has 1.6% tree canopy cover which is ranked 45th of all 
communities assessed. It has v͞ery high exposure to cancer risk and 
respiratory disease risk due to air toxins, and ͞very high exposure to ozone 
and diesel particulate matter. Around 52.9 % of Corryville residents are 
living in poverty (44th of all communities assessed) and 11.5 % of 
households are SNAP recipients (ranked 12th of all communities assessed. 
In addition, Corryville has some of the highest percentages of residents that 
rent (92%), spend more than 30% of their income on rent (58.1 %), spend 
more than 30% on mortgages (49.3 %), and have among the highest 
energy costs for all communities assessed ( 7.37% ). 
 
https://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/sites/oes/assets/Corryville%20-%20CEI.pdf 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 



Corryville Statistics 
 

 
 



 
 
America’s access to nature 

https://www.washingtonpost.com/climate-
environment/interactive/2024/nature-health-maps-neighborhood-city/ 
 

In rural America, it doesn’t matter if you are rich or poor, Black or White, 
dropped out of high school or have a PhD: you are still likely to have 
access to health-supporting nature. But in cities, differences in access to 
nature are as stark as other forms of inequality. 

Countless studies have shown that people who spend less time in nature 
die younger and suffer higher rates of mental and physical ailments. 

“There’s a really, really strong case for proximity to nature influencing 
health in a really big way,” said Jared Hanley, the co-founder and CEO of 
NatureQuant, an Oregon start-up whose mission is to discover what kind of 



nature best supports human health, map where it is and persuade people 
to spend more time in it. 

For example, among the fifth of Census tracts with the lowest levels of 
education, the average NatureScore is just 37, compared with an average 
score of 68 in the most educated Census tracts. The Census tracts with the 
lowest share of White people have an average NatureScore of 45, 
compared with 73 in the tracts with highest share of Whites. 

Using satellite imagery and data on dozens of factors — including air and 
noise pollution, park space, open water and tree canopy — NatureQuant 
has distilled the elements of health-supporting nature into a single variable 
called NatureScore. Aggregated to the level of Census tracts — roughly the 
size of a neighborhood — the data provide a high-resolution image of 
where nature is abundant and where it is lacking across the United States. 

Quantifying nature reveals unsettling truths — about how the densest 
neighborhoods are often bereft of nature, and about how the poorest city 
dwellers have the least access to the nature’s health benefits.  

The denser the city, the less health-supporting nature you are likely to find. 
Among the 500 most populous cities in the United States, Suffolk, Va., with 
just 147 people per square mile, has the highest NatureScore. Union City, 
N.J., is by far the densest — almost 30,000 people per square mile — and 
has one of the lowest NatureScores. 

 

 



 
 
 
Will the City be a party to future lawsuits challenging the toxicity of artificial 
turf in a zip code where the toxins indices are already higher than other 
neighborhoods, due to the Park Board publicly claiming that the artificial 
turf dog park will be PFAS free?  

Lawyers to Plastics Makers: Prepare for ‘Astronomical’ PFAS 
Lawsuits 



 
“To say that the floodgates are opening is an understatement,” said Emily 
M. Lamond, an attorney who focuses on environmental litigation at the law 
firm Cole Schotz. “Take tobacco, asbestos, MTBE, combine them, and I 
think we’re still going to see more PFAS-related litigation.”  
 
https://www.nytimes.com/2024/05/28/climate/pfas-forever-chemicals-
industry-lawsuits.html 
 
In Conclusion 
 
It is not too late for the Park Board to admit that this bait and switch from 
Dunore Park in the Gaslight to Burnet Woods smacks of white privilege 
NIMBY. And that Corryville and CUF’s urban heat island temperatures and 
disparate exposure to toxins means this decision smacks of environmental 
injustice. It reeks of white privilege suggests that a group of well-connected 
residents living in the Clifton Gaslight, had unequal access to two Gaslight 
living Park Board members to do their bidding, despite overwhelming 
opposition from the people who live closest to a green space that belongs 
to all of us.  

 
 





Quote No. 200009562

 
Susan Forman
Susan Forman

somnamblst@gmail.com

2447 Fairview Ave
Cincinnati, Ohio 45219 United States of America

Eurofins Contact:
Anna Lee
USCPTSupport@cpt.eurofinsus.com

Send Samples To:
Shipping address to be provided with IOF (Interlab Order
Form)

Quote Date: 03/18/2024 
Quote Revision Date: 

Quote Expires: 04/17/2024

Payments Terms:100% Pre-Payment  

Notes:
 
TOF analysis on 2 samples of K9 artificial turf
 

Product or service description QTY Price Sum

Option 1: Analysis on "grass blades" only 1,000.00

TOF-CIC 2 500.00 1,000.00

  Test Details/Comments:  TOF (Total Organic Fluorine)
by CIC (Combustion Ion Chromatography)
LOQ: 10ppm
Sample size requirements: Minimum of 10g PER SAMPLE or 6" x 6" square

Option 2: Analysis on "grass blades" + plastic backing 2,000.00

TOF-CIC 4 500.00 2,000.00

  Test Details/Comments:  TOF (Total Organic Fluorine)
by CIC (Combustion Ion Chromatography)
LOQ: 10ppm
Sample size requirements: Minimum of 10g PER SAMPLE or 6" x 6" square

Subtotal: 3,000.00

 Total (USD): 3,000.00

 

*Please note that testing may be subcontracted to a Eurofins approved lab.

*This is the final quote.  Turnaround time starts the day after all info/samples are received by the lab

Samples submitted for testing are disposed of 30 days after the Final Report has been issued, unless otherwise specified.

All work done in accordance with Eurofins General Terms and Conditions of Sales (USA)

Approval Signature: ______________________________ Date: _________________________________
 
Remittance Options:
Checks:
Eurofins MTS Consumer Product Testing US, Inc

PO BOX 1460

Carol Stream, IL 60132-1460

Please include details of payment on check stub including at least the invoice number and amount paid.
Tax ID Number: 47 310 2434

Payment can be made following the link below: 

https://smartpay.profitstars.com/express/CUS047EMTSPT 

ACH:

CitiBank

One Penns Way, New Castle, DE 19720

Beneficiary: Eurofins MTS Consumer Product Testing US, Inc

Account Number: 39012463

Routing/ABA Number: 031100209

Swift Number: CITIUS33

When completing an ACH payment please email remit documentation

Eurofins MTS Consumer Product Testing US, Inc
11822 North Creek Parkway N Suite 110

Bothell, WA 98011
Phone: +14256863575

Page 1 of 2



Quote No. 200009562 

to AR_PA@eurofinsus.com or fax to (717) 556-3830.

 

Eurofins MTS Consumer Product Testing US, Inc
11822 North Creek Parkway N Suite 110

Bothell, WA 98011
Phone: +14256863575
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