
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 
May 16, 2024   

  
 
CALL TO ORDER   
A meeting of the Cincinnati Board of Park Commissioners was held on this day at 950 Eden 
Park Drive. Commissioners present: President Molly North, Vice President Kick Lee, 
Commissioner Susan F. Castellini, Commissioner Phyllis McCallum, and Commissioner John 
Neyer. President North called the meeting to order at 9:01 A.M.  
  
Acknowledgement of Public Comments   
President North acknowledged nine in-person public comments about the Sawyer Point 
pickleball courts and the Burnet Woods dog park.   
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS 
Approval of the April 18 Meeting Minutes  
Commissioner McCallum motioned to approve the meeting minutes. Vice President Lee 
seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
INFORMATION/ UPDATES 
America’s River Roots Presentation  
Rick Greiwe and Kelly Kolar presented an overview of the America’s River Roots celebration, 

scheduled for October 2025. The presentation included planning, programming, and funding 
goals. The Commissioners shared their excitement about Parks’ involvement in the event.  
 
ACTION ITEMS 
California Woods: Hydrological Plan Design  
Division Manager Joel Gross updated the Board on the status of bid selection for a firm to create 
a plan to correct and prevent erosion problems at California Woods. Staff responded to questions 
from the Commissioners regarding the need for and intended outcomes of this project. Staff 
recommended authorization of $300,000 (to include an approximate 5% contingency) for the 
hydrological study and design. Commissioner Castellini motioned to approve $300,000 for the 
project. Commissioner Neyer seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
Avon Woods Roof Replacement 
Division Manager Gross updated the Board on bid selection for an EPDM replacement roof at 
Avon Woods Nature Center. Staff recommended award of the project to Imbus Roofing in the 
amount of $75,000, which includes a $5,000 contingency. The Commissioners expressed support 
of inclusion of a contingency on this and other projects. Commissioner Neyer motioned to 
approve the award. Vice President Lee seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Eden Park – Art Museum Drive: Landslide Correction 
Division Manager Gross updated the Board on bid selection for wall stabilization and sidewalk 
repairs to Art Museum Drive in partnership with DOTE. Staff requested adoption of an MOU 
with DOTE and allocation of $162,682 as Parks financial contribution to complete the project. 



Commissioner Castellini motioned to adopt the MOU and approve the allocation. Vice President 
Lee seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
ODNR NatureWorks Grant Approval: Glenway Park  
Director Jason Barron provided an overview of recent work at Glenway Park and plans for 
improvements to accessibility and lighting. Staff requested the Board adopt a resolution of 
authorization to apply for an ODNR grant and agree to obligate funds, in advance, of up to 
$150,000 per the terms of the reimbursable grant. Commissioner Neyer motioned to adopt the 
resolution and approve the commitment of the $150,000 of funds, to be identified by Staff prior 
to the next Board Meeting. Commissioner McCallum seconded. The motion passed by a 
unanimous voice vote. 
 
INFORMATION/ UPDATES 
Planning & Design Update 
Division Manager Gross updated the Board on the grand opening of Lytle Park, the completion 
of renovations to the French House in French Park, and progress on reconstruction at Friendship 
Park, which is anticipated to be finalized in the spring of 2025. The Commissioners and Staff 
discussed progress on and anticipated updates to the 3-Year Parks Improvement Plan.       
 
HR Update 
HR Manager Derrick Gentry provided an overview of current staff numbers, vacancies, seasonal 
hiring, and improvements to the injury reporting process. The Commissioners were introduced to 
Parks’ new GIS Analyst, Clayton Belcher. Staff also announced the upcoming retirement of five 

key staff members.    
 
ACTION ITEM 
Foundation Grants Application / Acceptance 
Director Barron provided an overview of seven potential grants from the Cincinnati Parks 
Foundation, and requested the Commissioners approve the application for and acceptance of 
grants for Reduced/Waived Fees for Explore Nature programming, Explore Nature summer 
camp scholarships, an evaporator shed at California Woods, Drake Park maintenance, 
improvements to Smale Lot 23, repairs to the Brumm Arbor in Ault Park, and improvements to 
Glenway Park. Commissioner Neyer motioned to approve the application and acceptance of 
these grants. Commissioner McCallum seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS 
Director Barron presented the following updates: 

• Conversations with Springfield Township are occurring to move the Cincinnati Biochar 
project forward, including improvements to vehicle access to Warder Nursery.   

• With the support of Councilmember Owens, City Council passed a resolution to make 
April 2024 Native Planet Month in Cincinnati, highlighting the vital role of native plants.  

• More than 500 volunteers from 20 Cincinnati organizations and companies participated 
in the Mayor’s Corporate Challenge, helping Parks get ready for summer.  

• Parks will present to City Council on May 28th as part of the budget request process.   
• Overview of summer events at the Riverfront and throughout neighborhood parks. 
• Parks’ efforts to analyze the feasibility of continuing the Ault Park 4th of July fireworks.  



OPEN COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION   
Vice President Lee shared how much he enjoyed participating in the Mayor’s Corporate 

Challenge event, and thanked staff and volunteers for their time and contributions.  
 
ADJOURNMENT   
The next regular meeting date is Thursday, June 20, at 9:00am.  
President North motioned to adjourn. The meeting was adjourned at 10:41 A.M. 
 
 
 
ATTEST:     
   
PRESIDENT ___________________ DIRECTOR _____________________  
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8 May 2024 
 
Board of Park Commissioners Cincinnati, Ohio  
John Neyer, City of Cincinnati Park Board Commissioner 
Rocky Merz, City of Cincinnati Park Division of Natural Resources Division Manager  
 
Re: Proposed Clifton Dog Park  
 
To the Board, John Neyer, Manager Merz: 
 
The CUF (Clifton Heights-University Heights-Fairview) Neighborhood Association 
revisited our decision opposing the Burnet Woods Dog Park project at our Board of 
Trustee meeting on May 7, 2024.  We have previously outlined our objections in a letter 
to the Park Board dated May 20, 2002. After a spirited debate between board members, 
the majority of Trustees voted to remain on record as opposing the construction of a dog 
park in Burnet Woods. 
 
We understand this is a contentious issue, and we did not have a unanimous decision, but 
ultimately our opposition centered around the degradation of an existing greenspace, 
safety of the location, and incompatibility with the existing character and use of the park.  
We also remain concerned about environmental and residential impacts, lack of parking, 
lack of access to water, lack of equitable siting criteria, and the lack of sustainable 
funding for ongoing maintenance.  
 
 
Thank you for your consideration.  
 

 
 
Rob Neel, President  
CUF Neighborhood Association 
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