
 
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 

March 20, 2025 
  

 
CALL TO ORDER   
A meeting of the Cincinnati Board of Park Commissioners was held on this day at 950 
Eden Park Drive. Commissioners present: President Molly North, Commissioner Phyllis 
McCallum and Commissioner John Neyer. Commissioner Susan Castellini attended 
virtually. Vice President Kick Lee was not present. President North called the meeting to 
order at 10:00am.  
  
Acknowledgement of Public Comments   
President North acknowledged three in-person public comments regarding Parks’ 
Conservation & Land Management team and the Burnet Woods dog park. An attendee 
asked whether it is possible for public comments to be made virtually. President North 
asked Director Jason Barron if that capability was available. Director Barron responded 
that he is unsure and would investigate. President North also acknowledged public 
comments received via mail and email regarding the Burnet Woods dog park, Parks’ bow 
hunting program, the possibility of a skatepark, and the Ault Park Fireworks.  
 
Presentation of Grant Award from Ohio History Connection  
Diana Welling, Director of Ohio History Connections’ State Historic Preservation Office, 
presented an honorary check representing grant funds awarded to Cincinnati Parks, for 
the recreation and replacement of damaged and missing historic bronze signs throughout 
Parks.   
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS 
Approval of the February 20 Meeting Minutes  
Commissioner Neyer motioned to approve the February 20, 2025, meeting minutes. 
Commissioner McCallum seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.  
 
ACTION ITEMS 
Foundation Grant Grants Application / Acceptance  
Director Barron requested approval to apply for and accept two grants: one for Liberty 
Garden planting and upkeep for 2025 in the amount of $6,709, and one to complete the 
Smale Riverfront Park Lot 23 project in the amount of $3,500,000. The Commissioners 
thanked the Foundation and honored the memory of Cathy Smale Caldemeyer. 
Commissioner McCallum motioned to approve the application and acceptance of grant 
funds made to the Cincinnati Parks Foundation in an amount up to $3,506,709. 
Commissioner Neyer seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.   
 
Smale Lot 23 Enhancements – Construction  
Division Manager Joel Gross outlined a recommended work package to complete the 
Smale Riverfront Park Lot 23 project, based on bids, funding sources, and project needs. 
The Commissioners and Staff discussed details and timelines for the project. Staff 
recommended approval of the contracts as outlined in an amount not to exceed 
$5,224,293. President North clarified that the Board is approving the plan of work. 
Commissioner Castellini motioned to approve the plan to renovate Smale Lot 23 and 



authorize an amount not to exceed $5,224,293. Commissioner Neyer seconded. The 
motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.  
 
INFORMATION/ UPDATES 
Urban Canopy Impact Statement – Smale Riverfront Park Lot 23 Renovation Project 
Director Barron shared background on the development and implementation of an Urban 
Canopy Impact Statement for large Parks renovation projects that could affect the City’s 
urban canopy. Staff reported that the Smale Riverfront Park Lot 23 project will have a net 
positive impact on the City’s urban tree canopy.  
 
Planning & Design Update 
Division Manager Gross provided updates on the status of multiple projects, including the 
Division of Natural Resources service garage, the Ault Park Valley Trail, International 
Friendship Park, the Lytle Park comfort station, the Burnet Woods dog park, the Mt. Airy 
bike skills course and site improvements, Everybody’s Treehouse, the Ault Park 
playground, the hydrological plan study at California Woods, and the biochar project and 
site plan at Parks’ Sinton campus. Staff provided an update on site analysis and invasive 
removal at Inwood Park. Staff and Commissioners discussed the timeline for receiving a 
master plan for Inwood. Staff acknowledged that the Inwood project is behind schedule as 
laid out in the Park Improvement Projects 3-Year Plan. President North stressed the 
importance of setting and meeting expectations. Staff also provided updates on Burnet 
Woods sanitary sewer repairs and bandstand rehabilitation, the Central Avenue 
maintenance building, the Sawyer Point playground replacement and plans to improve 
accessibility at the site, sanitary sewer repairs at Mt. Airy, and renovations and repairs to 
P&D headquarters at Hauck Botanic Garden. Staff also covered property impacts 
including a Duke access plan at Linwood Park, the Gilbert Avenue Complete Streets 
project, a proposal from AT&T to add equipment to the existing cellular tower within 
French Park, Duke pipeline replacement at Magrish, and preliminary DOTE plans to add 
a bus stop near Seasongood Pavilion.     
 
HR Update 
Director Barron provided an update on new full-time hires and classification changes, as 
well as seasonal hires. The Commissioners and Staff discussed worker safety and 
resources related to significant dumping events, including the possibility of bringing in 
external vendors to manage those situations.     
 
ACTION ITEMS 
Cincinnati Park Board FY2026 Budget  
Director Barron provided a summary of the FY2026 Operating Budget proposal 
developed by Parks Staff in conjunction with the City’s Office of Budget and Evaluation. 
The Commissioners and Staff discussed the process for establishing the budget and 
carrying it over year by year. President North encouraged Staff to pursue opportunities for 
creating discretionary funding. Commissioner Neyer motioned to approve the FY2026 
Operating Budget proposal as outlined. Commissioner McCallum seconded. The motion 
passed by a unanimous roll call vote.  
 
 
 
 



DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS 
Director Barron presented the following updates: 

• Parks flood plan was activated in February when the Ohio River crested at 55 feet.
Thanks to the Waterfront team for placing 600 sandbags and cleaning up the
aftermath.

• Historic photographs were located and shared on Parks social media, sharing how
the US Civilian Conservation Corp played a major role in creating Mt. Airy Forest
as we know it.

• Volunteer opportunities throughout Parks in April and early May
• Events including the Spring All Staff season kickoff, Parks Budget Presentation to

City Council, the Daffodil Show at Krohn, Springfest in Burnet Woods, and Ault
Vines Fine Wines in partnership wit the Ault Park Advisory Council.

OPEN COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION & COMMENTS 
Commissioner Neyer thanked the team for their hard work keeping everything moving. 
Commissioner Castellini emphasized the importance of the need for more Natural 
Resource Specialists expressed in the Public Comment portion of the meeting. Staff 
shared hiring progress and planning work to increase numbers on Parks’ Conservation 
and Land Management team. President North congratulated the Division of Natural 
Resources on their work to leverage their dedicated volunteer fanbase.  

ADJOURNMENT   
President North adjourned the meeting at 11:25am. 

The next regular meeting date is Thursday, April 17, 2025, at 9:00am. 

ATTEST:     
  
PRESIDENT ___________________ DIRECTOR _____________________ 
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[External Email] Public Comment 3/20/25

From Stich Bear <stichbear@gmail.com>
Date Sat 3/8/2025 12:04 PM
To #COUNCIL <CityCouncil@cincinnati-oh.gov>; Parks, Cincy <cincy.parks@cincinnati-oh.gov>; Aftab, Mayor

<mayor.aftab@cincinnati-oh.gov>

Qj 1 attachment (69 KB)
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External Email Communication

Dear leadership,
The people who are advocating for the protection of Burnet Woods against a dog park development
have been visiting the other dog parks in the area and counting the number of separate piles of dog
feces left behind for weeks on end.
Close to 100 piles at some of the counts.
Have you ever heard of Hantavirus?
It's transmitted by rodents.
Do you know what Rats really like to eat? One guess.
You may have heard about the sewer system failure in Burnet Woods?
I am literally begging you to both stop this potentially deadly, public health hazard
dog park from being installed and immediately rectify the raw sewage situation in Burnet Woods.
It's too delicate of an ecosystem and Corryville deserves better.
Sincerely,
Shari Frost

Please include screenshot attachment in the public record
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