
 
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 

December 19, 2024 
  

 
CALL TO ORDER   
A meeting of the Cincinnati Board of Park Commissioners was held on this day at 950 Eden 
Park Drive. Commissioners present: Vice President Kick Lee, Commissioner Susan F. Castellini, 
Commissioner Phyllis McCallum, and Commissioner John Neyer. President Molly North was 
not in attendance. Vice President Lee called the meeting to order at 9:01 A.M.  
  
Acknowledgement of Public Comments   
Vice President Lee acknowledged seven in-person public comments about the skating rink at 
Sawyer Point, combined sewer overflow in Burnet Woods, and the Burnet Woods dog park.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS 
Approval of the November 21 Meeting Minutes  
Commissioner McCallum motioned to approve the November 21 meeting minutes. 
Commissioner Neyer seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
INFORMATION/ UPDATES 
Explore Nature! Hiring Update 
Parks Director Jason Barron introduced Andrew Bernier, who was recently selected as the new 
Director of Parks’ Explore Nature! education program.  
 
Skating Rink at Sawyer Point 
Morgan Rigaud of Skate Downtown Cincy shared an overview of programming, attendance 
numbers, and accolades received since the reopening of the Sawyer Point skating rink three years 
ago. Ms. Rigaud highlighted how partnership with the Parks Foundation, the Park Board, and 
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital has helped to grow the program. Jennifer Speiser, President & 
CEO of the Parks Foundation, shared potential plans to improve the rink including a projected 
project budget for the first phase of improvements. The Foundation has raised approximately 
$300,000 to support the project, thanks in part to generous donations from P&G and Bank of 
America. The Commissioners, Staff, Skate Downtown Cincy, and the Parks Foundation 
discussed recent efforts to resurface the rink as well as the need for and probable timeline to 
complete more comprehensive, sustainable improvements. Commissioner Neyer motioned to 
provide partnership and support for the project with the understanding that funding will be 
provided via the Parks Foundation. Commissioner Castellini seconded. The motion passed by a 
unanimous voice vote.  
 
Urban Forestry Assessment Update  
Division Manager Crystal Courtney shared a 2024 year in review of the Urban Forestry program, 
including the move to their new home at 1012 Ludlow Avenue and key staffing changes. Staff 
provided an overview of the program’s purpose, goals, and day-to-day operations, including a 
detailed explanation of the Front Footage Assessment methodology and process, and efforts to 
adequately staff Parks’ internal Tree Crew.     
 
 
 



ACTION ITEMS 
Urban Forestry Assessment (FY 2027) 
Division Manager Courtney provided an overview of the annual Urban Forestry Assessment, 
defined by ORC Chapter 727, which results in a levy paid by property owners to help fund the 
Urban Forestry program. Staff requested the Board recommend that City Council maintain an 
Urban Forestry front footage assessment of $0.31 per foot, to maintain current service levels 
through fiscal year 2027. Commissioner Neyer motioned to recommend the rate of $0.31 per 
foot. Commissioner Castellini seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Hauck Botanic Gardens – Building Renovation and Repairs 
Division Manager Joel Gross shared completed design work on upgrades to the Hauck Botanic 
Gardens House, which houses Parks’ Planning & Design team. Renovations and additional office 

spaces are needed, as the P&D team has grown significantly over a short period of time. Staff 
requested the Board approve the work to Megen Construction in the amount of $84,959, with an 
additional $10,000 to be held in contingency. Commissioner McCallum approved award of the 
work to Megen in the specified amount and to approve the contingency. Commissioner Neyer 
seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
Bellevue Rock Catchment Fence Repairs 
Division Manager Gross updated the Board on the status of damage to the rock catchment fence 
at Bellevue Park, incurred when Emergency Medical Services cut the fence and anchoring cable 
to reach someone who had fallen from the rock ledge and required medical aid. Staff requested 
approval of emergency repairs to the fence, in an amount not yet specified but estimated to be 
less than $60,000 including contingency. Commissioner Neyer motioned to approve the project 
in an amount up to $60,000. Commissioner Castellini seconded. The motion passed by a 
unanimous voice vote.  
 
INFORMATION/ UPDATES 
Planning & Design Update 
Division Manager Gross provided a status update on several projects, including the Mt. Echo 
Pavilion, the Ludlow DNR HQ service garage, Ault Park Valley Trail restoration, Art Museum 
Drive landslide repair, Smale Lot 23 enhancements, and the bike skills course, ADA pathway, 
and comfort station at Mt. Airy Area 23. Staff also shared updates on progress to move the 
Biochar Project forward at Parks’ Sinton campus, planning for and progress at Inwood Park, 
efforts to mitigate sanitary sewer issues at Burnet Woods and Mt. Airy Forest, and next steps for 
replacement of the 1000 Hands Playground at Sawyer Point. Director Barron and Staff shared 
photos of the completed installation of the accessible spinner at Wilson Commons, paid for with 
funds secured by Councilmember Jeff Cramerding.  
 
HR Update 
Director Barron provided an overview of current staffing, vacancies, hiring, new appointments, 
and ongoing efforts to improve Parks Academy and the Safety Program.   
 
ACTION ITEMS 
FY26 Capital Budget Request  
Director Barron presented Parks’ proposed FY26 Capital Budget Request, including a 
breakdown of the $2.7 million initial projection for major projects and the Facilities & 
Maintenance budget. Projects include repairing sinkholes, septic and sanitary issues, Sinton 
facility upgrades, stormwater issues, and several projects at Burnet Woods. A $520,000 



allocation to the Facilities & Maintenance division is included to improve their ability to manage 
preventative maintenance. Also included are five Modernization and Strategic Investment 
projects: Owl’s Nest Park, Glenway Park, Gibson House, an adventure playground at McFarlan 
Woods, and removal of the rails in the bike trail through Sawyer Point and Yeatman’s Cove. The 

Commissioners and Staff discussed the process and timeline for submitting the proposed budget 
to City Administration. Commissioner McCallum motioned to approve the FY26 Capital Budget 
Request. Commissioner Neyer seconded. The motion passed by unanimous voice vote.  
 
Foundation Grant Grants Application / Acceptance  
Director Barron requested approval to apply for and accept a grant for 2025 Nature Next Door 
bussing in the amount of $9,500, and a grant for the purchase of Mt. Adams greenspace in the 
amount of $107,835. Commissioner Castellini motioned to approve the application and 
acceptance of grant funds made to the Cincinnati Parks Foundation in an amount up to $117,335. 
Commissioner Neyer seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.   
 
DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS 
Director Barron addressed research completed by University of Cincinnati students related to 
combined sewer overflows in Burnet Woods, and discussed Parks’ efforts to work with MSD to 

manage these issues in a way that prioritizes public safety.  
 
Director Barron presented the following updates:   

• East District Crew Leader Steven Crooms was recognized as the 2024 Parks Employee of 
the Year, and was presented with an award by City Manager Long. 

• Thank you to Parks’ West District crew, who removed approximately 300 tires that were 

illegally dumped at Mt. Storm and Mt. Airy Forest.  
• Explore Nature! Winter Camps are offering nature-themed fun over the holiday break.  
• Upcoming events in Cincinnati Parks throughout December and into the New Year.  
• Director Barron thanked the Commissioners and Foundation for their contributions to a 

great year at Parks and wished everyone happy holidays.  
 
OPEN COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION & COMMENTS 
Commissioner McCallum thanked Director Barron for his leadership and thanked the Parks team 
for working together so efficiently and effectively. Vice President Lee and Commissioner 
Castellini also shared how much they enjoy being on the Board of Park Commissioners. 
Commissioner McCallum shared her support of the skating rink project. Vice President Lee also 
shared his excitement about the project. Commissioner Neyer shared appreciation for the work 
happening and being planned at Cincinnati Parks.  
 
ADJOURNMENT   
Vice President Lee adjourned the meeting at 11:09am.  
 
The next regular meeting date is Thursday, January 16, 2025, at 9:00am.  
 
 
 
 
ATTEST:     
   
PRESIDENT ___________________ DIRECTOR _____________________  














































