
 
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 

October 15, 2024   
  

 
CALL TO ORDER   
A meeting of the Cincinnati Board of Park Commissioners was held on this day at 950 Eden 
Park Drive. Commissioners present: President Molly North, Commissioner Susan F. Castellini, 
Commissioner Phyllis McCallum, and Commissioner John Neyer. Vice President Kick Lee 
attended virtually via Zoom. President North called the meeting to order at 9:02 A.M.  
  
Acknowledgement of Public Comments   
President North acknowledged eighteen in-person public comments about the Doris Day dog 
park and the Burnet Woods dog park. President North also acknowledged public comments 
received throughout the month via the CincyParks email address (cincy.parks@cincinnati-
oh.gov). President North thanked everyone for their comments. 
 
President North asked that Parks Staff address two issues in response to comments from the 
public: 1) dog park maintenance; and 2) dog park accessibility. Director Jason Barron and Staff 
first addressed questions regarding the status of renovations to the Doris Day dog park. Director 
Barron then discussed accessible features of the current Burnet Woods dog park plans as 
compared to the original plans. Staff discussed the details of the dog park’s accessibility based 
on the varying slope throughout the area. Director Barron then shared a report prepared by 
Deputy Director, Jenny Mobley, on regular dog park maintenance throughout Parks.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS 
Approval of the September 19 Meeting Minutes  
Commissioner Castellini motioned to approve the meeting minutes. Commissioner Neyer 
seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
Ault Park Playground Award Approval and APAC Donation Acceptance 
Division Manager Joel Gross shared an updated rendering of the layout and features of the new 
Ault Park playground. Staff recommended award of this project to DWA Recreation in the 
among of $374,087.22. Eric Dittmer, President of the Ault Park Advisory Council (APAC), 
presented a check to Parks’ CFO, Herta Fairbanks, for funds raised by APAC to support building 
the new playground. Commissioner Neyer asked if a contingency could be included in the 
project to increase efficiency. Staff suggested a $25,000 contingency to be held in reserve.  
 
Commissioner Neyer motioned to accept the donation from the Ault Park Advisory Council with 
gratitude. Commissioner McCallum seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.      
 
Commissioner Neyer motioned to award the work to DWA Recreation in the amount of 
$374,087.22, with an additional $25,000 contingency to be used by Staff if needed. 
Commissioner Castellini seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
INFORMATION/ UPDATES 
Planning & Design Update 



Division Manager Gross provided a status update on multiple projects, including the Ludlow 
Headquarters DNR Service Garage, Art Museum Drive landslide repair and stormwater 
management, Theodore M. Berry International Friendship Park, and Smale Lot 23 
enhancements. Staff thanked the Cincinnati Parks Foundation for their contributions to the Smale 
Lot 23 project. Staff also provided an update on early community engagement to inform the 
Inwood Park master plan. President North suggested partnering with local arts organizations to 
bring arts into Parks. The Board and Staff also discussed opportunities for keeping the 
community updated on projects via the Cincinnati Parks website. Staff also shared an update on 
efforts to organize and digitize Parks’ historic planning documents at Hauck Botanic Gardens.  
 
HR Update 
Human Resources Manager Derrick Gentry provided an overview of recent promotions 
throughout Parks, as well as new hires and positions currently in the interview process. Staff 
shared that seasonal hiring has closed and efforts are already being made to improve next year’s 

seasonal hiring process. Staff is also working to improve Parks’ safety program and reenergize 
Parks Academy.  
 
ACTION ITEMS 
Foundation Grant Acceptance and Burnet Woods Dog Park Award Approval  
Director Barron updated the Board on the status of fundraising for the Burnet Woods dog park. 
The Foundation has currently raised $60,000 toward construction of the park. President North 
clarified that this is in addition to the $45,000 previously raised that went towards the design of 
the park. The Board discussed the background, challenges, and opportunities of this project and 
shared support for the final plan. Staff shared highlights of the final plan and changes from the 
original, as well as efforts to assess and prevent tree canopy damage. The Board and Staff 
discussed the contract with Prus Construction and potential sources for the remaining $41,415 
funding gap between the project cost and existing identified funds ($300,000 previously 
allocated, plus $60,000 from the Parks Foundation), as well as the timeline for the project once 
funded. 
 
President North thanked the Parks Foundation and donors for their partnership and support of 
this project over the past four years. Commissioner Castellini motioned to approve the 
application for and acceptance of a grant from the Parks Foundation in an amount up to $60,000. 
Commissioner McCallum seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
Commissioner Neyer moved to award the work to Prus Construction in the amount of $401,415, 
and to supplement any funding gap with dollars from the Commissioners Fund Budget in an 
amount not to exceed $67,000. Commissioner McCallum seconded. The motion passed by a 
unanimous voice vote.  
 
Application for Land and Water Conservation Fund Grant Program  
Director Barron shared background on the Land and Water Conservation Fund’s (LWCF) grant 
program - a federally funded reimbursement grant program awarded by the Ohio Department of 
Natural Resources that provides up to fifty percent project funding, up to $500,000, for the 
development and rehabilitation of recreational areas. Parks would like to apply for this grant to 
provide funding for the stabilization and repair of the historic pavilion at Owl’s Nest Park. 

Commissioner Castellini motioned to authorize a resolution to file an LWCF application for 
Owl’s Nest Park improvements. Commissioner Neyer seconded. The motion passed by a 
unanimous voice vote.  



 
DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS 
Director Barron presented the following updates:   

• This year’s holiday show at Krohn, Solstice Glow, November 2 – January 5.  
• Congratulations and thanks to Parks’ Urban Forestry, Tree Crew, and Operations teams, 

who worked over the weekend throughout the days following the September 27 storms to 
respond to over 270 service requests for tree damage. 

• New memorial benches have been installed, with the Parks Foundation’s support, at Eden 

Park, Ault Park, French Park, and Alms Park.  
• BLINK returns October 17 – 20 with installations throughout downtown and OTR parks.  
• International Friendship Day at Friendship Park has been rescheduled for October 19.  
• Halloween events at Caldwell Nature Preserve, Ault Park, Westwood Town Hall, Mt. 

Airy Forest, and California Woods.  
• Parks’ All Staff Gathering at Maple Ridge Lodge on October 24 
• Parks’ Volunteer Appreciation Event on Sunday, October 27 
• The last CPAC meeting of the year is scheduled for November 14 at Friendship Park.  

 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
President North moved to adjourn into Executive Session under Ohio Revised Code Section 
121.22(G) to consider the employment and compensation of a public employee. Commissioner 
Castellini seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote. The Board adjourned into 
Executive Session at 10:53am.  
 
ADJOURNMENT   
The Board returned from Executive Session at 12:11pm. Commissioner Neyer motioned to 
adjourn. Vice President Lee seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote. The 
meeting was adjourned at 12:12pm.  
 
The next regular meeting date is Thursday, November 21, at 9:00am.  
 
 
 
ATTEST:     
   
PRESIDENT ___________________ DIRECTOR _____________________  
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Timeless Trails: A Journey Through Burnet Woods Park History" 
 
60 minutes:  10-12 minutes of walking, 48-50 minutes of talking, MAX 5 minutes each x 10 
speakers. Suggest max 300 words per reenactor. Docents will have additional factoids to share 
while each group of guests is walking to hear the next reenactor.  “Burnet” is pronounced “Burn-
it” (barely over 1 syllable)  
  
Intro:  Lisa at Bandstand with maps and 1849 “Burnet Woods Park” sign:  
 “I am here to welcome you in the spirit of the history of Burnet Woods.  We gratefully 
acknowledge the Native Peoples on whose ancestral homelands we gather, as well as the 
diverse and vibrant Native communities that make their home here today.  Where you will 
walk today are indeed Timeless Trails.  Since the last glaciers receded and left the ground 
scraped bare, the soil around us in Burnet Woods has built itself up out of all of the trees and 
plants that have lived and died since then, about 30 areas worth with little human 
interference.  This was a vibrant park, both a picnic park and a tree park, during a time when all 
the other trees had been cut down for building timber and firewood.  Now, Burnet Woods is truly 
our community forest primeval, our Important Bird Area, and the trails in Burnet Woods are our 
local pathway to a sample of an Old Growth Forest. 
  
“Please let me introduce your docent for today's walking tour, who will accompany you and be 
available to answer questions, as you learn a bit more about some of the people who shaped 
this park.  The tour will take about an hour and will finish at the Trailside Nature Center on 
Brookline Ave.  After the tour, please consider walking one of the trails to enjoy the day, and you 
are welcome to join us for the pumpkin carving party that will start at 1pm over at Trailside.”  
 
Docent:  “My name is . . .” walking away from Bandstand towards hilltop shelter, act startled 
when just past big Pin Oak, where you will find: 
 
Tree:  “Welcome to Burnet Woods. You will meet Mr. Burnet next, but first let me tell you about 
the woods. I’m a deciduous tree, which means that I drop my broad leaves at this time of year in 
order to get ready for winter. If I instead kept my leaves through the coming cold months, the 
water in the leaf veins would freeze and I would die of frostbite. 
 
“Next spring I’ll grow new leaves and begin to make food for myself through photosynthesis, 
which also produces oxygen while taking carbon dioxide from the air. I’ll use up most of the food 
but will store enough of it in my stems and roots to get me through the next winter.  Up the hill, 
you can see that the park also has evergreen trees that keep their antifreeze-filled needles all 
year. These trees don’t naturally grow here but were planted by the Park department. Because 
of Cincinnati’s climate and soil, these evergreen trees won’t reproduce themselves. So when 
they die, new evergreens will have to be planted. 
 
“But back to deciduous trees like me. There are over twenty kinds of us growing in Burnet 
Woods. There also are mosses, ferns, flowers, grasses, shrubs, vines, and all kinds of animals. 
Some of the animal species disappeared when settlers cut down the vast forest surrounding 
Burnet Woods. The park by itself isn’t big enough to hold elk and bears and wolves, but all sorts 
of smaller mammals live here. Hawks, owls, and many other kinds of birds nest in the trees 
while snakes and salamanders crawl over the ground. And, of course, there are thousands of 
types of insects. 
 
“The food for all these animals is ultimately provided by the plants in these woods. You get your 
food at the grocery store, but remember that it’s plants like me that produce your oxygen and 



capture your carbon dioxide. For your sake, many more forests like Burnet Woods will need to 
be restored and preserved in the future.” ( 
 
Docent:  “Now, let’s go back to 1849 and visit with Judge Burnet.  He moved from New Jersey 
to Cincinnati in 1796 when he was 26 years old, and he became the most prominent lawyer in 
the community:  was on the Ohio Supreme Court, and he helped write the Ohio 
Constitution.  He is buried in Spring Grove Cemetery.” 
 
Jacob Burnet (circa 1849, standing at the crossroads between the Bandstand and hilltop 
Shelter, just above the bollards).  “Greetings.  Nice to see some folks out and about on this fine 
morning.  I’m Jacob Burnet, and I guess you could call me a retired judge:  I rode the Circuit 
Court as a judge back when Cincinnati was part of the Northwest Territory, before Ohio became 
a state.”  (looking at a map, points to square, chuckling) “Ah, it seems like yesterday, but it was 
right around 1800 that Squire McMillan and I purchased Section 14 of the Millcreek Township 
here. We divided it in half:  I got the quarter-section to the east where Burnet Avenue is located, 
Squire McMillan took the middle half, and this west quarter section where we are currently 
standing has been my country home since then.  My house is on the next ridge south of here, 
with an outstanding view of the Mill Creek Valley. 
  
“As you can see, it’s hilly here:  wouldn’t be a simple task to put houses here.  Not to mention 
the ravine where the creek we call Bates Run flows from the Squire’s old land down to the Mill 
Creek.”  (gestures from Corryville towards the west) “There’s quite a few houses up there these 
days, they call it Corryville now, after Mayor Corry.  Enough houses that, this year, they 
commenced to make a sewer out of Bates Run.  That should make it smell better when you go 
over the bridge to the Senator’s house.  (gestures toward corner of Clifton and Ludlow Avenues) 
  
“Although I retired from government in 1831, I’m still involved in local civic affairs.  I want to 
leave a legacy for the people of Cincinnati.  I would like for these woods and this land to 
become a Park someday. I think that I will talk with my family about this.”  
 
Docent:  “Jacob Burnet died in 1853, and he willed this land to 2 of his children, Robert and 
Elizabeth, who were also involved in civic affairs.  We are now on our way to visit with his 
daughter, Mrs. Elizabeth Burnet Groesbeck.  Her husband, William Slocum Groesbeck, started 
practicing law in Cincinnati in 1836. 
  
(on the way down the path) “Here are entrances to two of the ‘Timeless Trails’ in Burnet 
Woods:  to the Warbler Trail on the right, and, just a bit further, to the Barred Owl Trail on the 
left.”  (point to map in brochure) 
 
Elizabeth Burnet Groesbeck (circa 1872, standing at the crossroads between Brookline and 
Burnet Woods Drive near the Lake, just below the bollards) “Welcome, so nice to see you 
all today.  I am sorry that my husband, William, was not able to be here to visit with you, as 
well.  Ever since he served as President Andrew Johnson’s Defense Counsel during his 
impeachment proceedings 2 years ago, so very successfully, well, now he is even more in 
demand and travels incessantly.  However, I’ve got something splendidly exciting to share with 
you:  William and I, along with my brother Robert and his dear wife, Margaret, would like to offer 
this land that Robert and I inherited from our father, Jacob Burnet, to the City of Cincinnati for a 
park.  Now, it is true that Robert and William had been thinking to subdivide this land to build 
houses, but we’ve all been talking, and we are in agreement that this is what Judge Burnet 
wanted us to do.  After all, people have already been calling this land 'Burnet Woods"  for many 
years. 



 
“William is also planning to give the city fifty thousand dollars to create a fund so that there will 
be free music concerts here, forever!  Imagine, people from all over Cincinnati coming here to 
enjoy grand concerts, right in the heart of these woods.  I hope they name it the Groesbeck 
Fund, after this special idea that William has thought up.  A park filled with music—it’s like a 
sanctuary in the middle of this bustling city. And I’ll tell you what, those concerts? They’re going 
to be something people talk about for generations.”  
 
Docent:  “After some resistance due to the poor economy at the time, the Park Commissioners, 
led by Joseph Longworth, convinced the city to enter into a lease agreement with Burnet’s son 
and the Groesbecks in 1872.  The subsequent purchase price was $3000 an acre. 
 
“We are now going to visit with Adolph Strauch, who was the Landscape Architect for Spring 
Grove Cemetery.  Born in Prussia in 1822, he was the Supervisor of the Imperial Gardens in 
Vienna before he met Mr. Bowler and subsequently decided to move here.  He worked on the 
Bowler Estate in 1850, which is known as Mt. Storm.  He was Superintendent of the Cincinnati 
Park Board from 1872 to 1875.” 
 
Adolph Strauch (circa 1874, located on the bridge between the lake and the grotto):  (gesturing 
to the park) “Ah, look at it!  Burnet Woods, finished at last!  Are you enjoying the views?  Too 
bad there aren’t any horse-drawn carriages for you to ride today, because I designed this park 
so that people could get out of the coal smoke downtown and in Over-The-Rhine, and come up 
here to take the fresh air in a relaxing carriage ride. Can you imagine the sight of families riding 
through these winding roads, taking in the groves of trees and the views?  Or taking a boat ride 
in the lake? 
 
“I believe that most people visit the park for the purpose of enjoying the productions of nature, 
and very seldom for brick and mortar.  I wanted it to feel like nature was embracing you—open 
lawns for picnics, groves for quiet reflection, and plenty of space on these wide roads for 
phaetons, buggies, landaus, all manner of horse-drawn carriages. And now that I am the 
Superintendent of City Parks, I can design other parks – Such as Eden park - in the same 
manner. I hope you enjoy your visit here today.”  (179 words) 
  
Docent:  “Burnet Woods Park opened with a grand party on August 26, 1874, and became 
tremendously popular with the public.  The concerts at Burnet Woods Bandstand were greatly 
appreciated by thousands of music-loving people during the summers. The proceeds from the 
investment of the Groesbeck Fund paid for about 12 concerts every summer for a long, long 
time, and continues to pay for the Wednesday in the Woods concerts now.  Back then, when the 
lake would freeze solidly enough in the winter, there would be skating days, also immensely 
popular, with attendance of about 3,000 people each day.  The shelter house at the Lake was 
kept open to skaters from 10 AM to 10 PM, with a good fire. 
 
“We are now walking towards the Burnet Woods campus of the University of Cincinnati.  We will 
not walk quite that far today, but we will stop to meet someone who was singularly involved in 
the creation of this campus, Dr. Cornelius George Comegys, who moved to Cincinnati in 1849 
and married Rebecca Tiffin, daughter of Dr. Edwin Tiffin, the first Governor of Ohio.  In addition 
to practicing medicine, Dr. Comegys was also Chairman of the Board of Directors of the 
University of Cincinnati.” 
 
Dr. Cornelius George Comegys (circa 1894, located on the sidewalk west of the lake, closer 
to UC):  “My friend, Mr. McMicken, died in 1858, more than 35 years ago, and he left his fortune 



to establish the McMicken University and provide for education of our young people.  I have felt 
so strongly about his bequest, and so suggested incorporating it with the old Cincinnati College 
into a new municipal university.  To accomplish this, I became a Cincinnati Ward 
Alderman.  Finally, we are successful!  The Mayor has set aside 43 acres in Burnet Woods Park 
for a university.  Just last month, we laid the cornerstone of the New University Building, in the 
exact spot where Jacob Burnet’s home had been.  Allow me to quote from my speech at that 
ceremony:  (clears throat and strikes a pose) 
  
‘There stands the forest, connecting us with the unknown past. . . .  On this hill was built the 
suburban home of the great pioneer after whom this park is named.  He cherished the primeval 
woods and left it untouched to his children.’  I’m not just thinking about today, though. No, I have 
a dream—that this place will be a beacon of knowledge for generations. And the woods? Well, 
they’re a remnant of Eden, untouched, and I believe they should stay that way. Let’s build our 
university here, but let’s also preserve the beauty of this land. After all, how often do we get to 
walk through the past and into the future all at once?”  
 
 
Docent:  “You will now meet Carl Freund, the “Parkitect” who designed what was first known as 
the Trailside Museum and the adjacent stone slide.  These structures were built by the Federal 
Works Project Administration, the WPA, which was an American New Deal agency that 
employed millions of jobseekers (mostly men who were not formally educated) to carry out 
public works projects, including the construction of public buildings and roads, during the Great 
Depression. 
 
R. Carl Freund (circa 1940, outside Trailside near the slide):  R. Carl Freund: (with a grin, 
gesturing to the stone slide) “Now, isn’t that something? A stone slide! People thought I was a 
little crazy, but I wanted something unique, something that would blend into the natural beauty 
of Burnet Woods. When I designed this place, I didn’t want sharp corners—I wanted it to feel 
organic, like it grew right out of the landscape. That’s why I gave Trailside Museum its curves 
and its Prairie-style design.  I truly admire Frank Lloyd Wright.  I have been an architect for 
Cincinnati Parks for about 5 years now, and I am proud of designing so many stylish stone 
buildings for Parks.  But the Trailside Museum is one of my favorites:  those beautiful textured 
stone walls, steel-sash corner windows, and flat, cantilevered roofs.  And the “log loggias” of its 
entry front echo the rustic qualities of earlier American park architecture.  And it is a very 
functional building, too, with public display areas and a large children’s work room.  Hester 
Stephenson can sit in the Naturalist’s office on the 3rd floor and keep an eye on the activities 
below.  This park, it’s not just a place to visit. It’s a place to play, to explore, to learn. And this 
building, the stone slide, everything here—it’s meant to inspire, to connect people with nature. I 
think we’ve done a pretty good job, don’t you?” (219 words) 
 
 
Docent:  “Hester Stephenson was the original Naturalist for Cincinnati Parks, and she was the 
Chief Naturalist at Burnet Woods until she retired in 1970.  The lower level of Trailside acted as 
a clubhouse for the Junior and Senior Explorers Nature Clubs, also for the Trailside Museum 
Garden Club, and for the Rock Crackers.” 
 
Hester and Bernice Stephenson (circa 1945, inside Trailside Nature Center in the main room, 
Hester chatting and interacting with Bernice):  “Oh, Trailside has come a long way! I remember 
before this building was even here—there was an old boat livery, along with the trees and the 
birds, and me leading children through these woods, telling them to ‘walk, look, and listen.’ 
Those were simpler times, but oh, the excitement of seeing children discover nature! And now, 



we have clubs, Christmas Pixies made of seeds and pods, and even our very own nature 
trail!  (gestures to tree map)  I created that tree map back in ’45, you know. It was such a thrill to 
document the trees that people love to come see here. They’re part of what makes Burnet 
Woods so special. This park is a treasure, and I’ve always felt it’s my job to make sure everyone 
sees that. After all, nature is the best classroom.” 
 
Docent ushers guests from main room to Planetarium. 
 
Miss Olga Wolff (circa 1950, located inside the Trailside Nature Center at the Planetarium, 
gazing up with a gentle smile, with some Pixies to give away):  “Ah, the stars… they've always 
fascinated me. My brother Clifford and I– we spent many nights gazing up at the night sky, 
trying to understand the mysteries beyond. It’s funny how a shared love for nature and the 
cosmos can deeply connect people. That’s why, when Clifford passed, I knew exactly how to 
honor him. (gestures toward the Planetarium) This little planetarium, right here in Burnet Woods, 
is in his memory. 
It’s incredible, isn’t it? You don’t need a fancy observatory to learn about the stars. With this 
planetarium, anyone can look up and see the constellations come to life, just like Clifford and I 
did as children. And, you know, this place—Burnet Woods—is the perfect setting. Out there, 
people can walk among the trees, connect with the earth, and then come in here to look up at 
the heavens. Nature and the stars—they belong together, don’t they? 
I hope that through this planetarium, children and adults alike will discover the same wonder we 
felt. Who knows, maybe one day one of those children will become an astronomer! That’s my 
hope—that this place will spark curiosity and joy, just like it did for Clifford and me." 
I first met Hester Stephenson in 1945 when my brother Clifford and I first joined the “Walk, Look 
and Listen” group in Burnet Woods.  I am so pleased to be able to donate this Planetarium to 
Trailside in memory of my beloved brother.  Mr. Spitz is so clever, to invent such a thing as a 
star projector.  You know, he was a student at Hebrew Union College, and he would stay up 
late, studying the stars from across the street in Burnet Woods.  Later, he wanted his children to 
enjoy the stars as he did, so he invented the Planetarium.”  (300 words) 
 
Docent ushers guests outside of Trailside, where the Park Ranger is waiting to talk with them. 
  
Park Ranger 
  
Hello! I hope you enjoyed your travels thru time and Burnet Woods.  Our public parks today play 
a vital role in enhancing the quality of life in Cincinnati, in Ohio, and in the entire country.   Parks 
offer many benefits that contribute to the well-being of the community and the environment.  As 
part of my role as a Park Ranger, it is important to highlight the various ways in which these 
green spaces impact residents and visitors alike. 
  
Our public parks serve as essential recreational spaces. They provide Cincinnati residents 
access to nature and opportunities for physical activity. Whether it's jogging, biking, or 
participating in team sports, these parks encourage a healthy lifestyle. 
  
Public parks are crucial for environmental conservation and urban ecology. They offer habitats 
for local wildlife, contributing to biodiversity in the region. Parks in Cincinnati, such as Eden Park 
and Smale Riverfront Park serve as green corridors that help filter air and water, mitigate urban 
heat, and reduce stormwater runoff. By maintaining these green spaces, cities not only enhance 
their urban landscapes but also address pressing environmental issues. 
  



Socially, public parks act as community gathering places. Music, festivals, farmer’s markets, 
and art fairs animate these spaces, drawing people together and showcasing the creativity that 
blossoms in the Queen City - such as the Oktoberfest  and today’s celebration of Burnet Woods’ 
anniversary allow residents to celebrate our local culture and create lasting memories and foster 
a sense of belonging, creating social ties among citizens. 
  
Public parks also play a significant educational role. Many parks have nature centers, gardens, 
and trees that can be used for educational programs about local flora and fauna, environmental 
stewardship, and cultural history. This kind of educational programming helps raise awareness 
about the importance of conservation and encourages an appreciation for the natural world. 
  
Lastly, parks can significantly increase property values and enhance the attractiveness of 
neighborhoods. Proximity to green spaces is often a desirable feature for homebuyers, 
contributing to Cincinnati's overall livability. 
  
In essence, Cincinnati’s public parks embody the spirit of the city—a celebration of life, nature, 
and community.  Public parks in Cincinnati and everywhere are essential for recreation, 
environmental stewardship, community engagement, education, and economic benefits.  Their 
preservation and enhancement should remain a priority for our citizens, city planners, and local 
governments alike. 
I hope to see you in a Cincinnati Park very soon. Thank you for attending our event today. our 
attending out event. 
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166 years old:
1858

134 years old - 1890

100 years old:
1924

128 years old:
1896

121 years old:
1903

164 years old:
1860

138 years old:
1886

92 years old:
1932

118 years old:
1906

172 years old:
1852

98 old:
1926

62 old:
1962

TPZ:51’

TPZ:33’

TPZ:50’

TPZ:51’

TPZ:50.1’

TPZ:44.5’

TPZ:29’

TPZ:44.5’

TPZ:45.36’

TPZ:53’

TPZ:30’

TPZ:33’



How to identify site selection criteria that would lead to successful  locations, 
which turned out to be:
(1) avoid interference with other established uses or department-sponsored 
activities;
(2) avoid locations directly abutting residences; 
(3) assure availability of close-by parking; 
(4) avoid locations near children’s play areas; (4) avoid locations near children’s play areas; choose spots where there are 
minimal impacts on the visual character of a park; 
(5) site so as to avoid spillover into non-dog areas; and (6) avoid sensitive 
environmental habitats. 

Creating Dog Parks - Without Rancor: The Trust for Public Land

Dog parks also take a 
physical beating. Even 
beyond issues of 
droppings and urine, 
there is no way to keep 
grass green, growing 
and healthy on any dog 
park smaller than about 
15 acres, according to 
Don Colvin at 
Indianapolis
Department of Parks 
and Recreation.
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