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[External Email] Public Comment, August 20, 2026 Lack of care for our forests in our city parks. FW:
Unhealthy trees are more vulnerable to storm damage. How to spot them - from The Enquirer

From mschafer1@zoomtown.com <mschafer1@zoomtown.com>
Date Tue 8/18/2026 10:24 PM
To Parks, Cincy <cincy.parks@cincinnati-oh.gov>

External Email Communication

I am appalled at the level of neglect occurring in a number of our city parks!  I urge this park
board and director to step out of your offices and visit some of these situations.  For
example, just pull in the 1st parking lot in Drake Park off Red Bank Rd and walk up the
connecting paved path that runs along the edge of the woods there.  It is shocking!  There were
3 large (unhealthy) trees that had recently crashed onto this short walk.  You will see massive,
invasives vines encasing large areas.  One area has been completely devoid of trees for
many years  - and these vines now also cover the worthless exclosure that was installed a few
years ago – purpose unknown.  A man advised that hiking in this area is not safe as a number
of trees are partially down, large branches partially down, etc., etc.,    There are several natural
paths branching off further into the woods (are human-created).  But hiking is more of an
obstacle course – and may well be too dangerous now. 
 
As you already know, E.coli contamination has  already been reported to you involving other
parks.  Do you not have anyone in Natural Resources Division that has a graduate level
degree in Ecology?    Your top priority should be addressing the unhealthy trees, etc., in our
forests!  Please see the Enquirer article below. 
 
Lastly, as I said, I have training in botany and zoology, at the college and graduate level.  I
also have taken additional training elsewhere.  The level of  forest mismanagement of our city
parks is shocking!  The one bright spot appears to be the work undertaken by residents in Ault
Park, and possibly a couple of others.  For God’s sakes!  Stop blaming forest degeneration
on deer – the blame should be on the park employees who should be dealing with
invasive species, thick canopies, unhealthy trees, etc., etc.
 
Millie P. Schafer, PhD
Executive Director & Coordinator
Cincinnati Urban Deer Advocates (CUDA)
Cincinnati, Ohio
513-351-9957
 
P.S.  I own a small woods and have worked, and still am working, to turn this into a viable
habitat for wildlife while eliminating invasive species, sick trees, planting new trees and bushes
after removing unhealthy trees- was a non-viable area years ago. Massive vines exist in this
area too – and I’ve had to remove a lot of them. They also will grow back rather quickly.    It’s
amazing what a viable forest area does – bird populations increase pretty quickly, especially
when the right trees and bushes are planted.  The few deer that move through here pose no
ecology issue at all! (nor is my landscaped yard destroyed either because of the consideration
given to  planting deer-resistant bushes, trees, guards,  etc)  We can all co-exist but it requires
education – including wildlife  education.   



 
 
From: mschafer1@zoomtown.com
Sent: Tuesday, August 18, 2026 8:33 AM
To: millie p. schafer <mschafer1@zoomtown.com>
Subject: Unhealthy trees are more vulnerable to storm damage. How to spot them - from The Enquirer
 

Unhealthy trees are more vulnerable to storm damage. How to spot them

An intense "derecho" storm knocked down countless trees in Greater Cincinnati last week. Here's how
to spot a vulnerable tree.

Check out this story on cincinnati.com:
https://www.cincinnati.com/story/entertainment/2026/08/18/how-to-spot-unhealthy-trees-
vulnerable-storm-damage/91335969007/

https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cincinnati.com%2Fstory%2Fentertainment%2F2026%2F08%2F18%2Fhow-to-spot-unhealthy-trees-vulnerable-storm-damage%2F91335969007%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccincy.parks%40cincinnati-oh.gov%7C8d9987e6b5234102321508defd990c8c%7C6f55bfd1366941fda0e3c98d56adb39f%7C1%7C0%7C639227030947368780%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2QgSbrCWngxSbVkdAa7NTWIa%2BNuEs15zd%2FHZtF7MSB8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam11.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.cincinnati.com%2Fstory%2Fentertainment%2F2026%2F08%2F18%2Fhow-to-spot-unhealthy-trees-vulnerable-storm-damage%2F91335969007%2F&data=05%7C02%7Ccincy.parks%40cincinnati-oh.gov%7C8d9987e6b5234102321508defd990c8c%7C6f55bfd1366941fda0e3c98d56adb39f%7C1%7C0%7C639227030947368780%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=2QgSbrCWngxSbVkdAa7NTWIa%2BNuEs15zd%2FHZtF7MSB8%3D&reserved=0
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