
 
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 

June 20, 2025 
  

 
CALL TO ORDER   
A meeting of the Cincinnati Board of Park Commissioners was held on this day at 950 
Eden Park Drive. Commissioners present: President Molly North, Vice President Kick Lee, 
Commissioner Phyllis McCallum, and Commissioner John Neyer. Commissioner Susan 
Castellini was not present. President North called the meeting to order at 9:03am.  
  
Acknowledgement of Public Comments 
President North acknowledged five in-person public comments regarding funding and 
staffing for Parks’ Conservation and Land Management team and the Burnet Woods dog 
park. President North acknowledged volunteer contributions to Parks, as well as public 
comments received via email.   
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS 
Approval of the May 15 Meeting Minutes  
Commissioner Neyer motioned to approve the May 15, 2025, meeting minutes. 
Commissioner McCallum seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.  
 
INFORMATION / UPDATES 
Cincinnati Parks + Rec for Wellness 
Cathy Crain, Jennifer Hafner Speiser, and Dr. Sian Cotton presented an update on the 
Cincinnati Parks + Rec for Wellness Program, a collaboration between the Cincinnati 
Parks Foundation and the Oscher Center for Integrative Health at the University of 
Cincinnati. The innovative program focuses on encouraging medical professionals to 
prescribe time and activity in the outdoors to promote health and wellness. The 
Commissioners shared their excitement about and support of the program.  
 
Planning & Design Update 
Director Jason Barron provided an overview of projects including the Lytle Park comfort 
station, the Burnet Woods dog park, Smale Lot 23, the Mt. Airy bike skills course, 
Everybody’s Treehouse, the Ault Park playground, the California Woods hydrological plan, 
construction plans for the new Sinton campus, Inwood Park planning, the Sawyer Point 
playground, Owl’s Nest renovations, the Eden Park stairs near Playhouse in the Park, and 
sinkhole repairs at Alms Park.  
 
Finance / IT Division Highlights  
Director Barron shared updates on improvements to processes, staffing assignments, and 
the general activities of Parks Finance as the close of FY25 approaches. Director Barron 
shared efforts being made by the IT Department to cut costs by eliminating unnecessary 
and/or duplicative hardware and software, and work to upgrade the entire Parks team’s 
operating systems from Windows 10 to Windows 11. 
 
HR Update 
Director Barron provided an overview of full-time staffing, and shared detail on the staffing 
structure and work of the Conservation and Land Management team. Director Barron also 



shared part-time hiring and vacancies per division, and the successful creation of the 
Parks Specialist classification.  

ACTION ITEM 
Grants Application / Acceptance  
Director Barron requested Board approval to apply for and accept grants from the 
Cincinnati Parks Foundation in an amount up to $316,847.50, from the State of Ohio in the 
amount of $237,085, from the City of Cincinnati in the amount of $4,330.68, and from the 
OKI Regional Council of Government in the amount of $1,000,000. These funds will 
support invasive removal and trail improvements at French Park, the Lytle Park comfort 
stations, Downtown landscaping, a Jackson Hill litter cleanup, a safety improvement 
project on the Ohio River trail through Sawyer Point and Yeatman’s Cove, equipment for 
the biochar project, and educational programming at Mt. Airy Forest focused on the work 
of the Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC). Commissioner Neyer motioned to approve 
application for and acceptance of the grants as outlined. Vice President Lee seconded. 
The motion passed by a unanimous voice vote.  

DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS 
Director Barron presented the following updates: 

• Cincinnati was once again listed among the top ten best cities for parks in the
nation by the Trust for Public Land.

• Theodore M. Berry International Friendship Park officially re-opened on May 16.
• City Council passed the City’s FY26 budget, which takes effect July 1.
• Events throughout June and during the 4th of July weekend in Parks.

OPEN COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION & COMMENTS 
President North thanked Cathy Crain, Jennifer Hafner Speiser, and Dr. Sian Cotton for 
their presentation and work to create and grow Cincinnati Parks + Rec for Wellness, and 
thanked the Parks team and volunteers for their efforts and contributions.  

ADJOURNMENT   
President North adjourned the meeting at 10:09am. 

The next regular meeting date is Thursday, July 17, 2025, at 9:00am. 

ATTEST:     
  
PRESIDENT ___________________ DIRECTOR _____________________ 










































































