
 
BOARD OF PARK COMMISSIONERS 

February 20, 2025 
  

 
CALL TO ORDER   
A meeting of the Cincinnati Board of Park Commissioners was held on this day at 950 Eden 
Park Drive. Commissioners present: President Molly North and Vice President Kick Lee. 
Commissioner Phyllis McCallum and Commissioner John Neyer attended virtually. 
Commissioner Susan Castellini was not present. President North called the meeting to order at 
9:00am.  
  
Acknowledgement of Public Comments   
President North acknowledged five in-person public comments about the Burnet Woods dog 
park and the potential for a skatepark at Sawyer Point. President North thanked attendees for 
braving difficult weather to advocate for parks, and acknowledged public comments received via 
the Cincy Parks email address regarding the Burnet Woods dog park and a potential skate park.  
 
ADMINISTRATIVE ACTIONS 
Approval of the January 16 Meeting Minutes  
Vice President Lee motioned to approve the January 16, 2025, meeting minutes. Commissioner 
Neyer seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.  
 
2025 Board of Park Commissioners Meeting Schedule 
Director Jason Barron presented a memo requesting that three changes be made to the 2025 
Board of Park Commissioners meeting schedule, due to holiday and scheduling conflicts. Staff 
requested approval to adjust the time of the March Board of Park Commissioners meeting and 
the dates of the June and September meetings to the following: March 20 at 10:00am, June 20 at 
9:00am, and September 26 at 9:00am. Commissioner McCallum motioned to adjust the schedule 
as discussed. Commissioner Neyer seconded. The motion passed by a unanimous roll call vote.  
 
INFORMATION/ UPDATES 
2025 Events and Programming Update 
Lou Sand (Region Manager, Riverfront & Special Events) presented an overview of 2025 Events 
and Programming throughout Cincinnati Parks, including self-produced events, rentals, and 
community-led partnership events. Highlights included the return of Oktoberfest and the Red 
Bull Flugtag to the Riverfront, as well as the inaugural America’s River Roots celebration. Staff 
emphasized the importance of partnerships and volunteers in successfully activating events and 
programming throughout Parks. The Commissioners shared their appreciation for the huge 
amount of effort and coordination it takes to produce and manage so many events. The 
Commissioners and Staff also discussed staffing and resource opportunities that could leverage 
current success to help grow event programming.  
 
Planning & Design Update 
Division Manager Joel Gross provided updates on the status of multiple projects, including the 
Division of Natural Resources service garage, the Ault Park Valley Trail restoration project, the 
completion of the Art Museum Drive improvements in Eden Park, progress at International 
Friendship Park, the Lytle Park comfort station, the Burnet Woods dog park, the Smale Lot 23 
bid process, the Mt. Airy bike skills course and site improvements, Everybody’s Treehouse, the 



Ault Park playground, and the hydrological survey of California Woods. Commissioners and 
Staff discussed next steps for the development of the biochar project and progress on the site 
plan at Parks’ Sinton campus, as well as opportunities to use the biochar project as an 
educational tool for the community. Staff provided an update on planning progress at Inwood 
Park, completion of the repair of the rock catchment at Bellevue Park, and the Commissioners 
and Staff discussed work to repair sanitary sewer lines and combined sewer issues at Burnet 
Woods. Staff also shared updates on work to move more Parks staff to the Central Avenue 
facility, storage improvements at Warder Nursery, and updates on the Sawyer Point playground 
replacement and the pickleball shade installation. President North requested an update on 
progress at Glenway Park, which Staff provided.    
 
HR Update 
Director Barron provided an overview of current staffing, vacancies, hiring of seasonal staff, 
testing, and new and in-progress full-time appointments.    
 
DIRECTOR’S COMMENTS 
Director Barron presented the following updates:   

• Krohn’s Spring Show, Emerge, is open and runs until April 20.  
• Parks MLK Day of service was moved inside due to extreme cold. A group of UC 

students helped to repair and paint picnic tables and benches and organize storage.  
• Parks staff attended the OPRA Conference in Sandusky, OH, where Cincinnati Parks was 

awarded first place in the Excellence in Natural Resources & Conservation category for 
the Cincinnati Conservation Stewards program. The Parks Foundation was awarded third 
place in Management Innovation for their obLITTERators litter removal program.  

• Parks Academy recently held chainsaw safety training at Trailside Nature Center. 
• Upcoming events and educational opportunities in Cincinnati Parks throughout February 

and early March.    
 
OPEN COMMISSIONER DISCUSSION & COMMENTS 
The Commissioners and Staff discussed the status of flooding and the impact on the riverfront 
parks and California Woods. Staff shared that the river had crested and cleanup is in the works, 
however California Woods may remain closed for up to a week.     
 
ADJOURNMENT   
President North adjourned the meeting at 10:37am.  
 
The next regular meeting date is Thursday, March 20, 2025, at 10:00am.  
 
 
 
ATTEST:     
   
PRESIDENT ___________________ DIRECTOR _____________________  
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