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Agency Coordination and 

Public Involvement 
  



Consulting Party Coordination 
  

















From: MiCA 12/v
To: Adams, Vanessa (FTA)
Cc: MiCA O"Bryonville
Subject: Consulting Party on Streetcar Transit Project, City of Cincinnati
Date: Tuesday, September 21, 2010 12:14:13 PM

Dear Ms. Adams,

I recently received a letter inviting me to be a Consulting Party on the City of 
Cincinnati's Streetcar Transit Project.   I would like to be involved.  So yes, as an 
Over-the-Rhine business owner and Over-the-Rhine Gateway Quarter Merchants 
Association President, I am interested in becoming a consulting party.  

Thank you,

Mike Deininger

corner of 12th and Vine
Gateway Quarter/Over-the-Rhine
1201 Vine Street
Cincinnati, OH 45202
p 513.533.1974
p/f 513.421.3500

www.shopmica.com

mailto:mica12v@zoomtown.com
mailto:Vanessa.Adams@dot.gov
mailto:mica2039@mac.com
http://www.shopmica.com/












































































































Agency Coordination  
  













City Outreach (Presentations and Meetings) 2008 – Present 
  



Cincinnati Streetcar – Outreach Presentations 
 
 
Cincinnati Business Committee – presentation to Board 
August 3, 2009 
 
Business community breakfast meetings (held at Aronoff Center for the Arts) 
August 18, 2008 
August 19, 2008 
August 25, 2008 
September 8, 2008 
September 12, 2008 
October 27, 2009 
 
City Employees – brownbag lunch  
November 5 
 
Portland Delegation (organized by John Schneider) 
November 13-16 (delegation activities on 11/15) 
 
Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber of Commerce – presentation to Board 
November 17, 2008 
 
Downtown Cincinnati Inc. – presentation to Executive Committee 
January 8, 2009 
 
3CDC Board 
March 4, 2009 
September 30, 2009 
 
Urban Design Review Board – presentation 
March 18, 2009 
 
Urban League – community presentations (at Urban League) 
June 10, 2009 
July 1, 2009 
July 22, 2009 
 
Greater Cincinnati & Northern Kentucky African American Chamber of Commerce  
June 17, 2009 
 
League of Women Voters 
June 29, 2009 



Streetcar Breakfast - August 18, 2008 
 
David Arends  Cole + Russell 
 
Dan Becker  URS (Charlotte) 
 
Joe Bodkin  GBBN 
 
Ron Chance  URS (Charlotte) 
 
Jim Codell  URS (Charlotte) 
 
Daniel Corey  CDS Associates 
 
David Dickey  URS (Charlotte) 
 
Pat Esposito  Environmental Technologies & Co. 
 
John Fonner  BHDP Architecture 
 
Larry Jacobson URS (Charlotte) 
 
Douglas McIlvain Tetra Tech 
 
Cindy Minter  MacTech Engineering & Consulting 
 
Etta Reed  Bayer & Bekcer 
 
Mark Rogge  Burgess & Niple 
 
Tim Sharp  KZF Design 
 
Richard Spencer SCS Engineers 
 
Dave Wormald  URS (Charlotte) 
 
Gale Smith  Local developer 
 
  



Streetcar Breakfast - August 19, 2008 
 
Rob Conners  Conners & Co., Inc. 
 
Alan Forsythe  Reece Campbell 
 
Mike Huseman HGC Construction 
 
Ronald Koetters Monarch Construction 
 
Art Stern  Duke Realty 
 
Peter Strange  Messer Construction 
 
Dale White  DAG Construction 
 
Chris Wilks  Edward Jones Investments 
 
 
 
Streetcar Breakfast - August 25, 2008 
 
Calvin Buford  Dinsmore & Shohl 
 
Deborah Dent  Willow Creative Group 
 
Wade Dent  Willow Creative Group 
 
Ed Diller  Taft Stettinius & Hollister 
 
Marion Haynes Cohen Todd Kite & Stanford 
 
Scott Kadish  Ulmer & Berne 
 
Chris Muth  Greenbaum Doll & McDonald 
 
Dave Owens  Justice & Young 
 
Jake Samad  Robbins Kelly Patterson & Tucker 
 
Mardee Sherman Robbins Kelly Patterson & Tucker 
 
Patricia Smitson Thompson Hine 
 
  



 
Streetcar Breakfast List – September 8 
 
Ric Booth   Duke Energy Center 
 
Jordan Cooper   Millenium Hotel 
 
Marc Edwards   Millenium Hotel 
 
Scott Lucke   Robert Lucke Interests 
 
Herb Ratcliff   Hyatt Regency 
 
Steve Smith   The Model Group 
 
 
 
Streetcar Breakfast List – September 12 
 
Stan Broadnax   PsychPros Executive Search 
 
January Durbin  Ajilon Professional Staffing 
 
Brent Rippe   Rippe & Kingston CPA 
 
Russell Roberts  Taricel Management Staffing 
 
James Rolfes   Jackson, Rolfes, Spurgeon & Co. 
 
Thomas Schneider  Integrated Research Associates (may bring a guest) 
 
Annette Tarver  Blackwell Consulting 
 
Steve Zaffiro    Mellott and Mellott, CPA 
  



Streetcar Breakfast  - October 27, 2008 
 
Gregory Baldwin    Baldwin Lawn Care 
 
Gail Billings     Edibles n Such 
 
Paul Czerwonka    Contract Interiord 
 
Wahab Ekunsumi    Wahab Janitoral 
 
Gary Elfers     Affordable Language Services 
 
Eugene Ellington    Ellington Management 
 
Rich Enyeart, President   RLE Construction 
 
Charles Headen    Budget Concrete Works 
 
Edna Hawkins     Hawkins Reporting Services 
 
Terrence Holmes    Hawkins Reporting Services 
 
Linda Nelson     Catt Lyons 
 
Adkunle Okunoye    Wahab Janitoral 
 
Arudi Rajagotal    Infrastructure Management Engineering 
 
Tim Sauerwein    Sauerwein Welding 
 
Pilar Zeglin     Kolar Design 
  



One-one-One Business Community Meetings 
 
Budco Group 
 
Castellini Company 
 
Children’s Hospital  
 
Cincinnati Bell 
 
Cincinnati Zoo 
 
Drake Hospital 
 
dunnhumby 
 
Fifth Third Bank 
 
Humana 
 
Huntington Bank 
 
KeyBank 
 
Messer Construction 
 
Model Group 
 
National Bank 
 
Procter & Gamble 
 
E.W. Scripps Co. 
 
Toyota 
 
US Bank 
 
University of Cincinnati 
 
V.A. Hospital 
 
Streetcar Forum  June 10, 2008 
 
 
 



Radio 
 
WNKU-FM  Business Wise with Crystal Faulkner  June 21, 2010 
 
WDBZ   Lincoln Ware Show 
 
 
Misc. Outreach 
 
Hamilton County Commissioner Greg Hartman February 27, 2009 
 
Over the Rhine Chamber of Commerce  August 28, 2008 
 
Give Back Cincinnati YP Sounding Sessions  February 2, 2009 







Let’s grow  the local economy
with a $3 return for every
$1 invested. Streetcar lines draw
new storefronts, businesses and 
housing. This increases property 
values and puts people to work – 
boosting city revenue.

Let’s revitalize the community with
over 1,300 estimated new housing
units and 9,000 new jobs.

Let’s connect communities 
throughout Downtown, The Banks, 
Findlay Market, Over-the-Rhine 
and Uptown – including 130,000 
workers in the area’s two largest 
employment centers.

To sign up for updates & construction news from the City of Cincinnati
visit www.cincinnatistreetcar.com

www.cincinnatistreetcar.com

front

back

801 Plum Street
Room 104

Cincinnati, OH 45202



2009 Public Meeting Displays 
  



•  Modern.

•  Electrically powered. 

•  Provides a smooth ride for up to 130            
    passengers. 

•  Travels with the flow of traffic on steel tracks  
    in the street.

•  Travels at an average speed of 13 mph. 

•  Operates safely in high-pedestrian areas.

•  Links riders with major activity centers where           
    parking is scarce.

    

•  Have level floor boarding and dual                       
    sided entrances.

•  Quick and easy access for wheeled vehicles            
    (bicycles, strollers, wheelchairs, etc). 

•  Runs on one over-head wire

•  Operated by a single driver to regulate speed,                                                   
    control the doors, and ensure safe operation.  

 

CINCINNATI 

What is it? 

www.cincinnati-oh.gov “streetcar information” 



CINCINNATI 

www.cincinnati-oh.gov “streetcar information” 

Typical riders are making personal trips rather      
than commuting to work.

Riders are going to lunch, dinner or social              
activities.  

Riders are making trips between locations for    
mid-day business meetings, running quick             
errands such as shopping, or visiting major          
destinations such as the Aronoff Center, Fountain 
Square, the Zoo or the Banks.

With the streetcar you can park one time and use the 
streetcar to get to whatever Downtown destinations 
you want  to visit.

More than 8,000 people currently live Downtown, 
and more than 130,000 people work in Downtown 
and Uptown (the City’s two largest employment 
centers). 

Approximately 3,700 daily weekday passengers 
would take a $1 streetcar. 

This equates to about 1.3 million riders per year in 
the opening year.

  

 

Who will ride it?

Did you know?

*Based in part on other cities’ experiences in the 
HDR Feasibility Study and confirmed independently 
by the University of Cincinnati’s Economics Center 
for Education and Research.
.



CINCINNATI 

www.cincinnati-oh.gov “streetcar information” 

• The Banks

• Reds’ and Bengals’          
   Stadiums

• Fountain Square

• Contemporary Arts            
   Center

• Gateway Quarter

• Findlay Market

The streetcar route would 
run through Downtown 
and connect to the 
Uptown area surrounding 
the University of Cincin-
nati, the hospitals, and 
nearby neighborhoods. 
The route connects several 
arts, cultural, government, 
and entertainment destina-
tions. 

Although current drawings 
indicate a Vine Street 
connector route, the         
Alternatives Analysis     
currently under study is 
evaluating several options 
in the Uptown area to 
determine the preferred 
route.

Where will it go?



CINCINNATI 

www.cincinnati-oh.gov “streetcar information” 

•  Revitalize existing vacant and                           
    rundown buildings.

•  Re-adapt 92 acres of vacant land                  
    and parking lots.

•  Jumpstart 2,290 new housing spaces.

•  Spur 3,348 new commercial units.  

•  Leverage $1.4 billion in private                
    investment.

•  Stimulate $379 million in increased         
    property values.

•  Generate $34 million in additional          
    property taxes.

•  Contribute more than $80 million to       
    Cincinnati Public Schools. 

Streetcars Create
Development.

Streetcars Create
Revenue.

 

*Based in part on other cities’ experiences in the 
HDR Feasibility Study and confirmed independently 
by the University of Cincinnati’s Economics Center 
for Education and Research.
.



Since the Portland Streetcar system was              
approved in 1997, Portland has seen more than 
$3.5 billion in real estate redevelopment. 

This includes 10,212 residential units and 5.5      
million sq. ft. of commercial space within a three 
block radius of the streetcar alignment. 

The Streetcar was intended, in part, to help foster 
high-density residential, retail, and employment 
growth in two former industrial areas—the Pearl    
District north of downtown and the South Waterfront 
to the south.  

Once a desolate railyard, The Pearl District has   
transformed into a lively neighborhood that           
contains art galleries, shops, restaurants, and       
several thousand condos and apartments. New 
investment has also come to established areas of 
Portland like the West End, where several apartment 
projects have been built and several condo projects 
are underway.

Two of the “Brewery Blocks” along the     
streetcar route. New condo buildings 
and renovated warehouses crowd the 

alignment.

CINCINNATI 

Portland – A Streetcar  
Case Study

www.cincinnati-oh.gov “streetcar information” 



The overall long-range transportation 
goal is to provide a safe, efficient, eco-
nomical, attractive, and integrated transit 
connection that contributes to increased 
economic development from the River-
front up to Uptown, and contributes to 
reduced reliance on auto travel and 
reduced auto parking requirements.  

The following are the needs and 
opportunities for the proposed    
Streetcar Project:

•  Connect major activity and                
    employment centers    

•  Create economic development          
    opportunities

•  Support population and                     
    employment growth

•  Improve transit service options

•  Consistent with local plans

CINCINNATI 

Purpose & Need 

Construction of the streetcar 
rail creates the path for new 
development along the route

www.cincinnati-oh.gov “streetcar information” 



CINCINNATI 

www.cincinnati-oh.gov “streetcar information” 

The City’s deficit – and its impact on our ability to provide services – is nothing new.         
In cities across the country, demand for services is increasing while the revenue to 
provide them continues to decline. This is also true in Cincinnati. In order to meet this 
demand, the City must find a way to increase the base of revenue. 

The City must find a way to increase 
sources of revenue to provide services 
in all neighborhoods. 

The City Provides Services.
•  Fire
•  Police
•  Trash collection
•  Recreation centers
•  Swimming pools
•  Parks
•  Health clinics
 

City Services are funded by tax revenues.
Income Taxes – 65%

• 2.1% of gross salaries, wages, other         
   personal services compensation and        
   business net profits

 
General Fund Operating Budget

By City Charter, split as follows:

• 1.55% General Operating 
• 0.30% Transit
• 0.15% Capital (Permanent                        
   Improvements)
• 0.10% Infrastructure
• Property Taxes – 8%
• Local Government Fund – 8%
• Estate Tax – 5%
• Other – 14%

Expenses are Outpacing Revenue

Why Streetcars? 
The City Needs More Revenue
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 A 2008 feasibility study projected that the 
Cincinnati Streetcar would generate:                   

•  $2.7 return for every $1 invested
•  $1.4 billion of economic development
•  More money for city services in all            
    neighborhoods

Experts Agree.

GO Cincinnati
A national consortium of consultants, including the Brookings Institution, worked 
with more than 200 community and business leaders on the  “Growth and Opportuni-
ties” or GO Cincinnati plan to help the city increase revenues through targeted eco-
nomic development strategies to attract more businesses, employees and residents. 

Among their conclusions:

“ First, the City should aggressively pursue establishing a streetcar 
system, the first phase of which would link Downtown to Uptown, the 
city’s two leading job generation areas.”

“In the near term…the City’s investment in transportation and infrastructure should 
physically link its primary and secondary job generators in its Downtown and Uptown 
areas with each other, and also to the neighborhoods where workers live.”

The study noted that:

• Downtown accounted for 34% of all jobs in the City in 2005 and has the highest  
 average annual wage, followed by Uptown, at 20% of the City’s employment.  From  
 2000-2005, however, downtown lost 6,333 jobs while Uptown gained 3,449 jobs.

• “The City of Cincinnati lost nearly 8,000 jobs between 2000 and 2005.” 

• “At present, Cincinnati and the region’s ‘one size fits all’ transportation systems  
 undermine continued economic growth and the creation of livable communities.     
 In addition, the inadequate public transportation system puts Cincinnati at a very  
 serious competitive disadvantage.”    

• “Multi-modal transportation systems and infrastructure investment can create 
 globally competitive cities and dynamic, growing neighborhoods.”

CINCINNATI 

Streetcars Provide                 
Revenue For City Services 

www.cincinnati-oh.gov “streetcar information” 



CINCINNATI 

www.cincinnati-oh.gov “streetcar information” 

The Phase 1 project is estimated to cost $128 million. This investment will construct all of the 
Downtown/OTR circulator and the connector to Uptown. These costs are estimated in 2010 
dollars and are subject to inflation.   

By State law and City Charter, the recommended 
local government sources cannot be used for the 
City’s general operating expenses such as police 
services, garbage collection, or health services.

The proposed financing plan balances the streetcar 
project with other projects such as the Banks and 
3CDC’s Over the Rhine development projects.

Operating expenses are estimated at $3.5 million 
annually. This will be made up of funds from fare 
revenues, sponsorship of the stops, an assessment 
or special improvement district, and non-general  
fund city revenues.
   

The Phase 1 project will be paid for from the                                                                                  
following sources:

•  Tax Increment Financing (TIF)  $25 million
•  City Capital     $25 million
•  Blue Ash Airport Sale Proceeds $11 million
•  Other Governmental Capital Grants $  7 million
•  Federal Funding    $60 million+

Total       $128 million

What does it cost, and where does the money 
come from?  

Tax Incremental
Financing

20%

City Capital
20%

Other
Governmental
Capital Grants

5%

Federal Funding
46%

Blue Ash 
Sale

Proceeds
9%



 

Alternatives 1 and 2 have a common alignment through 
Downtown Cincinnati and Over-the-Rhine, between the 
Riverfront and McMicken Avenue.  The alternatives differ 
in their northern routes that will serve Uptown between 
Findlay Street and McMillan Street.

Build Alternative 1:

• North on Main to 12th, 

• West on 12th to Elm, 

• North on Elm to McMicken, 

• East on McMicken to Race, 

• South on Race to Central Pkwy, 

• East on Central to Walnut, 

• South on Walnut to Freedom Way, & 

• East on Freedom Way to Main. 

Build Alternative 1 would also have an Uptown connector 
alignment that follows Findlay Street to Vine Street and runs 
north along Vine Street and connect to a possible transit loop 
on Calhoun and McMillan streets in Uptown.

Build Alternative 2:

• North on Main to 12th or Central Pkwy,

• West on either 12th or Central Pkwy to Elm, 

• North on Elm to Findlay, 

• East on Findlay to Race, 

• South on Race to Central Pkwy, 

• East on Central to Walnut, 

• South on Walnut to Freedom Way, & 

• East on Freedom Way to Main.

Build Alternative 2 would have a connector alignment to 
Uptown that follows Findlay Street to Vine Street and then 
follows West Clifton Avenue to a possible transit loop on 
Calhoun and McMillan streets. 

CINCINNATI 

Alternatives Under 
Consideration 

Alternative1

Alternative 2

www.cincinnati-oh.gov “streetcar information” 
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Help Cincinnati Go “Green”

•  Reduces vehicle miles traveled         
   (VMT) by 4.2 million miles per year

•  Saves 206,000 gallons of gas per         
    year

•  Reduces CO2 emissions by 28,068          
    tons per year

•  Encourages denser, more energy-  
efficient housing and “transit   
oriented development” (TOD). TODs   
are dense, walkable communities   
centered around high quality transit   
systems. These communities are   
developed at an urban scale with   
all the activities of daily life – home,   
work, shopping, and entertainment   
within a short trip, by foot or street  
car.

Streetcars support sustainability by 
saving gasoline, reducing carbon 
dioxide emissions, and promoting 
denser land use patterns.

What will it do? 

www.cincinnati-oh.gov “streetcar information” 



Uptown Connector Public Involvement Comments Received 
August 9 – September 7, 2010 
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