
Description of CRS Pre-Retirement 
Spousal and Survivor Death Benefits

CMC 203-45  Death Benefit in Service
Return of member accumulated contributions
50% of prior 12 months compensation  

CMC-203-49  Survivor Benefits
Applies to active members with at least 18 months of 
service.
Table of monthly payments until children reach age 18 
(Adjusted annually based on U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics increase in hourly 
earnings) Benefit not tied to FAS at time of death.
Spouse receives monthly payment based on Table beginning 
at age 50 if member had 15+ years, OR age 62 if member 
had less than 15 years of service.



Social Security Death Benefits

Social Security
Social Security Benefits require at least 18 months 
of earnings.
SS provides monthly benefits based on a % of the 
deceased person’s lifetime earnings for surviving 
spouses, and dependents up to age 18.
Provides death benefit of $255.
Provides for no return of contributions.
Does not provide % of salary lump sum 
payment.



OPERS Pre-Retirement Death Benefits

OPERS
Must have at least 18 months of service
Provides spouse and dependent children monthly 
benefits based on % of FAS at time of death.
Covers children (and spouse) through age 21 if F/T 
student
Does not provide for full return of contributions in 
addition to monthly benefits
Does not provide % of salary lump sum 
payment



Recommendations

Eliminate lump sum payment of 50% of salary. 
This risk is more appropriately funded through 
personal life insurance.
Social Security and OPERS do not provide a 
similar benefit.

Redesign the CRS pre-retirement death benefits to 
reflect the FAS of members at the time of death 
and providing a more equitable benefit based on 
earnings and years of service.

This would include the elimination of the return of 
contributions if eligible for a monthly benefit.



Description of Pre-Retirement Spousal 
and Survivor Death Benefits

CMC 203-63  Optional Allowance
Applies to surviving spouse of member who dies in 
service eligible for retirement or on deferred 
retirement and whose payments had not begun.
Spouse can choose greater of :

100% Joint and Spousal annuity payable on earliest 
date deceased member would have been eligible to 
retire, OR
Return of contributions; 50% of salary (if applicable); 
and Table of Payments (Sec. 203-45 & 203-49)
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