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City of Cincinnati
801 Plum Street, Room 150, Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
Date: September 17, 2008

Contact: Jason Barron, 513-352-5356 or 614-554-5952 (cell)

Mayor Mallory Calls for Continued Caution as City

Responds to Windstorm
Announces free ice distribution at two locations

Cincinnati — Mayor Mark Mallory is calling for citizens to continue to use caution as the
City responds to widespread damage from Sunday’s windstorm. The Mayor also issued
an update on the progress of the City’s response.

“As our region comes back on-line, | ask that everyone continue to be extremely
cautious,” Mayor Mark Mallory said. “We still need to be careful of potential dangers
from downed trees and power lines, as well as from spoiled food.

“I am proud of the way that our community has come together to support each other as
we deal with this emergency as a united region,” the Mayor continued. “The many
stories of neighbors reaching out to help one another are further proof of the caring
spirit that you find in the Cincinnati region.”

Windstorm Update:

FREE ICE DISTRIBUTION
e Starting at 4:00 pm, the City will open two ice distribution centers.
e The ice will be distributed by the Cincinnati Fire Department from refrigerated ice
trucks.
e The ice distribution centers will be located at:
o Engine Company #23, 1623 Madison Road, 45206 in East Walnut Hills
0 Engine 24, 4526 Glenway Avenue, 45205 in Price Hill
e Theice is being provided in partnership with Duke Energy.
e Supplies are limited. 2 bags of ice per adult.

GENERAL
e City crews are working with regional partners including Duke Energy and Hamilton
County to address the damage from Sunday’s windstorm.
e City crews continue to work on 12-hour shifts.
e The City Service line at 591-6000 is taking calls and assisting citizens.
o0 2,500 total calls from Sunday afternoon through today at 10:00 am
0 1000 service calls have been placed




TRASH COLLECTION and TREE AND LIMB REMOVAL

e Due to potential health concerns, garbage collection remains first priority, where
crews are not blocked by downed power lines.

e Trash collection only will occur on regular trash pick up cycles.

e The City has relaxed its procedures and will be collecting any tree limbs or branches
brought to the curb. This collection is separate from trash collection

e Be aware that debris collection may take more that a week due to the high
volume of debris.

e Storm debris and trash collection will be picked up at different times in
different trucks Citizens can also drop off trees, limbs, and storm debris at
1081 Woodrow Avenue behind the MSD Administration in Queensgate.

FOOD FACTS

The Cincinnati Health Department has issued the following steps to follow after a

weather emergency. If you have been without power since Sunday:

e Discard refrigerated perishable food such as meat, poultry, fish, soft cheeses, milk,
eggs, leftovers and deli items.

e Food may be safely refrozen if it still contains ice crystals or is at 41 °F or below
when checked with a food thermometer.

e Never taste a food to determine its safety.

e |If the power has been out for several days, check the temperature of the freezer with
an appliance thermometer. If the appliance thermometer reads 41 °F or below, the
food is safe to refreeze.

e If a thermometer has not been kept in the freezer, check each package of food to
determine its safety. If the food still contains ice crystals, the food is safe.

e When in Doubt, Throw it Out.

WATER
e Therequest that the public conserve water has been cancelled.
e A boil water advisory was never required for GCWW customers.

RUBBISH BURNING

e The State of Ohio requires a permit for open burning. Open burning is only
permitted for grilling out, food preparation, and recreation uses. Open burning
cannot be used for burning rubbish and debris.

e We are asking all citizens to NOT openly burn debris.

STREETS AND TRAFFIC

e Currently, there are about 50 traffic signals not working, which is down from 150 on
Monday. City crews are working to repair traffic signals, once power is restored by
Duke Energy.

e City crews are working to open any streets obstructed with debris throughout the
city.




HEALTH SERVICES

e The Health Department in conjunction with Hamilton County Public Health has set
up a shelter for persons with special needs at the MRDD building at 4999
Kinsley Drive in Madisonville (behind the 5/3™ Bank office complex). This
facility will be staffed with nurses. The shelter is open to all Hamilton County
residents who are without power with functional needs which may include persons
using oxygen tanks, impaired mobility, special medical needs, deaf/hard of hearing,
visually-impaired and elderly.

e The Millvale Health Center located at 3301 Beekman Street is the only City Health
Center that is still closed. The Crest Smile Shop, 612 Rockdale is closed because it
is without power. All other facilities are open.

Parks
e Please refrain from visiting any parks through this weekend. There are
numerous trees and power lines down throughout parks throughout the City.

Attached: Chart — Guide for Discarding Spoiled Food

HitH


http://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/mayor/downloads/mayor_pdf34321.pdf
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