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CINCINNATI BOARD OF HEALTH
Board of Health Meeting
November 17, 2009
Dr. Stephen Wilson, Chairman, Board of Health, called the November 17, 2009 Meeting of the Cincinnati Board of Health to order at 6:10 p.m. 
ROLL CALL

Board Members Present: Dr. Linetta Collins, Ms. Jacqueline Edmerson, Dr. Jeff Lange, Dr. Richard Ruddy, and Dr. Stephen Wilson 
Board Members Absent:  Dr. Darlene Barnes, Mr. Jerry Bedford, and Dr. Mark Dato
Senior Staff Members Present: Dr. Noble Maseru, Dr. Camille Jones, Dr. Larry Holditch, Dr. Steven Englender, Mr. Bob Schlanz, Ms. Kim Toole, and Dr. Marilyn Crumpton
PRESENTATION

POWERPOINT UPDATE ON H1N1 

Dr. Holditch came to the podium with a PowerPoint Presentation on Influenza A H1N1 Activities.  He said that the first cases were in Mexico and California, in April 2009.  By June it was declared to be a pandemic.  By November 6, 2009, there were 22 million cases in the U.S.; 31,447 hospitalizations, and 1470 deaths.  
Almost from the onset, he said the CHD went into Incident Command Structure, and held almost daily meetings to address the outbreak.  They developed educational materials and presentations for schools and day care centers, and made information for the general public available on the website.  They developed plans for vaccination for schools, clinics, and for the community centers.

As of September, there were 110,000 doses ordered. The first shipments arrived in October, and distribution started immediately, limited to the Tier I group. As of November 13, schools distributed 15,963 doses; health centers, 2329; pregnant women clinics, 520. The current status in Cincinnati: an estimated 20,000 cases; 351 hospitalizations; there have been 2 deaths.
Dr. Crumpton and Ms. Wagner both addressed the situation, and they both stated the distribution is going very well.  Ms. Toole added that the clinics are running very smoothly, and everyone is working very hard and pitching in.  She said the Medical Reserve Corps has been very helpful throughout this period, and expressed thanks for these volunteers.
Dr. Englender then stepped to the podium and displayed statistics on the H1N1 outbreak, showing it had peaked in October and is now declining. He said the number of visits to the ER at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital had been extraordinarily high, and the number of children with symptoms was extraordinarily high. He said that Cincinnati Children’s is one of three centers included in the national surveillance network.
There was discussion that the number of African-Americans seeking the vaccine is quite a bit lower than the general population.  There is no clear indication for why this has happened; there could be various reasons, but Dr. Maseru stated that they are concerned, and will look at ways to get the message out to various populations in the future.  

There have been very few side effects or contraindications; a small number of children experience fainting, but this type of reaction is not that uncommon in school-age children.
Mr. Merz had high praise for the clinics and how the vaccines are being administered, and reiterated how fortunate it is that there is such a great relationship with the schools.  He also said that during the peak outbreak, the hotline was receiving approximately 211 calls per day, with a high of 1500 in one day.  Obviously, the demand is great, greater than the supply, but very soon there will be plenty of vaccine available.  In a few weeks, distribution will open up to anyone who wants to receive the vaccine.  So now it becomes important to clear up some of the misinformation and misconceptions, and educate the public as to the importance and the safety of receiving the vaccine.  The CHD needs to redouble their efforts, and emphasize the health and welfare of the citizens of Cincinnati.

Everyone said there are many people and organizations helping to make this effort so successful, including Kroger’s and the nursing staff of both UC and Xavier.  

The Hotline Number and General Information is 513-357-7499, and at the website www.cincinnati-oh.gov, click H1N1 Info.  
PRESENTATION
FETAL & INFANT MORTALITY REVIEW (FIMR)
By Intisar Khanani, MPH

Ms. Intisar Khanani came to the podium with a PowerPoint Presentation, and began by explaining the FIMR Methodology: It is a proven quality improvement process to lower the infant mortality rate, reduce preterm births, and reduce low birth weight births. Their mission is to enhance the health and well-being of women and families by improving service delivery systems and community resources, and by creating a culture of respect for the childbearing process.
They believe in a systematic approach rather than a case-by-case basis. It is a multi-faceted approach, aiming at creating solutions throughout the community. They try to get a comprehensive perspective, taking a holistic approach. 

The FIMR team began reviewing cases in October 2008, so they now have a year’s worth of information.  They have a core set of sources, and have just begun home interviews. They can make recommendations, and then forward those recommendations to the Perinatal Community Action Team (PCAT). The focus is to develop and then implement action plans which will reduce infant mortality. One recommendation is for a simple questionnaire to be used by the PCP to identify at-risk women, and then focus on preventing and planning.  They plan to work with pediatricians to safely follow up on infants, and work with the women to help recognize any warning signs and possibly prevent a loss.
Ms. Khanani closed with a quote: “This is about social justice. Infant mortality is a measure of social well-being, not just health, and not just access to health care.”  The goal is, of course, to reach as many as possible in the most effective and efficient manner possible.  Ideally, intervention and education would occur prenatally, before conception occurs.

MINUTES (Attachment No. 1)

Dr. Wilson proposed the motion to approve the minutes of October 14th. Ms. Edmerson seconded the motion, and the minutes were approved as submitted.

RESOLUTION

FOOD LICENSE AND FACILITY REVIEW FEES FOR 2010
REGULATION #00079 (Third Reading)
Dr. Wilson made the motion, and Dr. Collins seconded the motion:

At the request of the Health Commissioner,

“That the Board of Health approve the third reading and approval of Board of Health Regulation #00079, Amending Fees Retail Food Establishments; Food Service Operations.”
Discussion:
Dr. Alam came to the podium and read from the document, stating that most of the fees are being reduced, rather than increased. As this is the third reading, there were no questions.  
Vote/Action:
Passed unanimously and approved.

FINANCIAL REPORT

Mr. Schlanz said he had no written report, but would address the group concerning the 2010 proposed budget. Even though the CHD submitted their budget requests in September, the City is facing a $51 million deficit; the Health Department has been asked to cut their budget by $2 million.  In response to that request, he said there are three areas that the CHD has identified: $350,000 by eliminating funding for nonprofit FQHC’s located within the limits of the Cincinnati area; service reductions; and across-the-board 13 days (holidays) without pay for all HD employees, which would have to be negotiated with the unions.
Mr. Schlanz said that now the City Manager is preparing his budget, which he will submit to the Mayor, and to City Council.  The new Council members will be sworn in, and a decision will have to be made within a few weeks after that.  $51 million is what they are saying, and there has been no change in that figure.  Mr. Schlanz said they are starting to make the arrangements to meet with the unions to begin negotiations. But bottom line, nothing is finalized for the City or for the Department.

* * * * * *
Mr. Schlanz wanted to update everyone on the H1N1 vaccinations. He said there will be an electronic data base, that the collected information from all the forms that have been turned in is being input, thanks in large part to the good partnership the CHD has with the schools.  They will be able to track the immunizations, and also have inventory control. The entire system has been put into play within a month’s time, and it was a huge undertaking.  
PERSONNEL ACTIONS

(Attachment No. 4)

Dr. Wilson proposed the motion, and Ms. Edmerson seconded the motion:

At the request of the Health Commissioner,

“That the Board of Health approve the personnel actions on the list identified as Attachment No. 4 dated November 17, 2009.” 
Discussion:
Ms. Toole said that Ms. Nicole Gulley is a very qualified candidate, joining the Homeless Program, and she is a welcome addition to the CHD staff. Ms. Antoinette Thomas, a PHN II, is joining School Health after working for several months as a temp. She is also a very welcome addition, and will be an asset to the program.


Dr. Englender stated that Mr. Samuel Thompson is being promoted from Clerk 2 to Administrative Tech. in the Bioterrorism Unit, and they are very excited to have him in that capacity.

Vote/Action:
Passed unanimously and approved.

CONTRACTS & GRANTS

A.
Hamilton County Public Health (Attachment No. 5)

Grant - $328,700.88 – 8/10/09-8/9/10

Dr. Wilson proposed the motion, and Dr. Collins seconded the motion:


At the request of the Health Commissioner,

“That the Board of Health approve the grant to authorize appropriate funding in the amount of $328,700.88 as part of ODH Public Health Emergency Response project to protect residents from the H1N1 pandemic.”

Discussion:
Dr. Englender said this part covers the planning and surveillance costs, lab costs, and some of the implementation cost. 
Vote/Action:
Passed unanimously and approved.

(B. through G. were offered as a group)

B.
Ohio Department of Health – HIV – $762,885

1/1/10-12/31/10 (Attachment No. 6)
C.
STOP AIDS – $243,955.49 (Attachment No. 7)

D.
Greater Cincinnati AIDS Consortium - $5,000 (Attachment No. 8)

E.
Planned Parenthood of Southwest Ohio - $41,849 (Attachment No. 9)

F.
University of Cincinnati Early Intervention Program - $147,399 
(Attachment No. 10)

G.
IV-CHARIS - $60,000 (Attachment No. 11)


Dr. Wilson proposed the motion, and Dr. Collins seconded the motion:


At the request of the Health Commissioner,

“That the Board of Health approve the grant and contracts in the amounts specified to support activities that will help to maintain HIV-related services in the Cincinnati region.  CHD will serve as lead agency in this process.”

Discussion:
Dr. Holditch said he would address these, in Mr. Washington’s absence.  It basically is money coming in and then going back out. He said it covers a seven-county region, providing a very wide range of services. The main functions are prevention and intervention services, along with testing, treatment and counseling.
Vote/Action:
Passed unanimously and approved.

(H. through K. were offered as a group, all part of the Cincy Smiles Foundation) 
H.
Cincy Smiles Foundation – Homeless – $283,077 (Attachment No. 12)


1/1/10-12/31/12
I.
Cincy Smiles Foundation – $55,000 (Attachment No. 13)

J.
Cincy Smiles Foundation - $12,000 (Attachment No. 14)

1/1/10-12/31/10

K.
Cincy Smiles Foundation - $7,000 (Attachment No. 15)


1/1/10-12/31/10


Dr. Wilson proposed the motion, and Ms. Edmerson seconded the motion:


At the request of the Health Commissioner,

“That the Board of Health approve the contracts in the amounts specified to provide dental services at the McMicken Dental Center, and in low-income schools in the Cincinnati area.”

Discussion:
Ms. Nancy Carter came to the podium to explain that the $283,077 is actually money that comes to the CHD.  There is money that comes from a HUD grant, and then the CHD can actually hire and employ dental services. These include a clinical dentist, dental hygienists, and a school-based preventive dental program. It covers the Joint Sealant Program which has been extremely effective, treating approximately 4,000 CPS students. 

Ms. Carter stressed that the salaries and payments are for very limited part-time services, and the dental providers are really performing as philanthropists. All of the children are in low income schools, so they are able to bill for some of the services.    
Vote/Action:
Passed unanimously and approved.

L.
Designing Success – Public Health Emergency Response (Amendment)


Up to $74,000 (previous original amount $67,000; addl. $7,000)

8/10/09-8/9/10 (Attachment No. 16)


Dr. Wilson proposed the motion, and Dr. Lange seconded the motion:


At the request of the Health Commissioner,

“That the Board of Health approve the additional amount to cover the cost 

of increasing administrative assistant time to full time for three months.”

Discussion:
Dr. Englender said that due to the current additional workload, this is absolutely necessary to increase the hours of the administrative assistant. 
Vote/Action:
Passed unanimously and approved.

(The following was an amendment to the original agenda. It encompasses a. through n., and the purpose is to field calls from the various area Boards of Health regarding the current H1N1 outbreak.)
a.
CCHMC on Behalf of the D&PIC - $35,000 (Orig. $10,000; Addl. $25,000)

b.
Adams County Board of Health
c.
Brown County Board of Health

d.
Board of Health for Butler County

e.
Board of Health for the City of Middletown

f.
Board of Health for the City of Hamilton

g.
Board of Health for the Clermont County General Health District

h.
Clinton County Board of Health

i.
Hamilton County Public Health

j.
Norwood Board of Health

k.
Springdale Board of Health

l.
Board of Health for the City of Sharonville

m.
Highland County Board of Health

n.
Warren County Board of Health

Dr. Wilson proposed the motion, and Dr. Lange seconded the motion:
Proposed Motion:
At the request of the Health Commissioner, 

“That the Board of Health approve the amendments to Children’s Hospital Medical Center on Behalf of the Drug & Poison Information Center, to provide a Vaccine Safety Hotline for Pandemic Influenza for Local Health Departments for a term of three months.”

Discussion:
Dr. Englender said that this is absolutely necessary, that the lines are operational 24/7, and that this expands the services during this critical time.
Vote/Action:
Passed unanimously and approved.
UPDATES & COMMENTS
Mr. Merz said he had one announcement that Dr. Maseru had asked him to share at this time.  
On December 1st, the CHD is going to host “TheBuzz,” Lincoln Ware’s radio talk show, as part of World AIDS Day.  They will broadcast live from here at Burnet and MLK, and CHD will also offer free AIDS testing all day to the general public. Some of the physicians and staff will also be participating, and everyone is welcome to stop by and/or listen in.
* * * * * *

Dr. Jones provided updates on the Quality of Life, to bring forward what is being done behind the scenes to help keep the City of Cincinnati healthy. She gave reports on various inspections, for litter, waste, food, etc., and there have been no reports of associated illness for 2009. 

They have been performing inspections on properties re the Smoke-Free Workplace Law, and this will be self-supporting because of the increase in fees. The tentative date for the Smoke-Free Campus is the beginning of 2010.
There were 14 documented cases of West Nile Virus.

Lead Program Update: As of October 22, 2009, there were 89 lead poisoned children reported. Eighty new properties have been investigated for lead hazards, 21 of which have been closed, and 39 still within the time window for the initial lead order. Sixteen of the new properties are currently enrolled in the HUD grant for lead abatement assistance.

All the inspectors and all the staff are doing a great job.  

The Lead Program has moved to the old Millvale Clinic site, and they are now settling in and also doing a great job.

For Vital Records, the increase in fees went into effect in October, but the increase is going to the State of Ohio, not to the CHD.

Chairman’s Comments

Dr. Wilson wanted to congratulate Dr. Ruddy, who was recognized with the Founder’s Award from the Cincinnati Pediatric Society and the Medical Staff of CCHMC.  This honor was bestowed at the Award Dinner on November 15th at the Westin Hotel.

Dr. Maseru was recognized at the NAACP national conference with an award for community service , and Dr. Wilson congratulated him.

NEXT MEETING

The next meeting will be held on December 8, 2009, in the Delores L. Bowen                                             Auditorium, 3101 Burnet Avenue, at 6:00 p.m.
ADJOURNMENT

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:45 p.m.

Minutes Prepared by:




Minutes Approved by:

_________________________ 


____________________________

Donna Christos, Clerk  
      


Stephen Wilson, M.D., MSc
Cincinnati Board of Health



Chairman, Board of Health
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