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Dr. Stephen Wilson, Chairman, Board of Health, called the February 11, 2009 Special Meeting of the Cincinnati Board of Health to order at 5:02 p.m.  
ROLL CALL

Board Members Present: Dr. Darlene Barnes, Mr. Jerry Bedford, Dr. Linetta Collins, Dr. Mark Dato, Ms. Jacqueline Edmerson, and Dr. Stephen Wilson 
Board Members Absent:  Dr. Jeff Lange and Dr. Richard Ruddy
Senior Staff Members Present: Dr. Noble Maseru, Mr. Hirsh Cohen, Dr. Camille Jones, Dr. Larry Holditch, Dr. Steven Englender, Ms. Kim Toole, Mr. Bob Schlanz, and Dr. Marilyn Crumpton
MINUTES (Attachment No. 1)
Dr. Wilson proposed the motion to approve the minutes of December 9, 2008, and Dr. Collins seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved as submitted.  
HOUSEHOLD SEWAGE TREATMENT SYSTEMS

BOH REGULATION #00077

(Attachment No. 2)
Mr. Antonio Young, Supervising Sanitarian, said the amendment would provide for a $25,000 bond requirement. This is the third and final reading.
Dr. Wilson proposed the motion, and Mr. Bedford seconded the motion:

 “That the Board of Health approve the third reading and the proposed changes to Board of Health Regulation #00077, Household Sewage Treatment Systems.”
Vote/Action:
Passed unanimously and approved
FEES FOR PUBLIC SWIMMING POOLS & SPAS
BOARD OF HEALTH REGULATION #00047

(Attachment No. 3)

Mr. Young said that this proposed amendment would raise the fees for inspections of pools and spas, to bring them closer to current costs.  This is the first reading and does not require a vote. Mr. Young stated further that at the next Board meeting, March 24th, there will be a public hearing, where operators can voice their concerns, and the matter should be concluded the following month, in April.  
PERSONNEL ACTIONS
(Attachment No. 4)
The following people were recommended as new hires: Mr. Cohen recommended Paul Abeln as a highly qualified Pharmacist; Ms. Toole gave background for Kia Lear, Home Health Aide; and Dr. Alam said that Ferooz Rezvannejad is an exceptional candidate for Sanitarian-in-Training. Denisha Garland, Registered Sanitarian, was recommended for promotion, as were Jane Smittie, Public Health Nurse II, and Kim Toole, Nursing Director. Ms. Toole has served as Interim Nursing Director; she has received several honors and accolades; and everyone is thrilled that she was chosen to fill this position.
Dr. Wilson proposed the motion to approve the personnel actions and Ms. Edmerson seconded the motion; it was unanimously approved.

CONTRACTS/GRANTS
A.
Memorandum of Agreement between Ohio Department of Health

and Cincinnati Health Department (Attachment No. 5)

Dr. Wilson proposed the motion, and Mr. Bedford seconded the motion:

“That the Board of Health approve the Memorandum of Agreement between
the Ohio Department of Health and the Cincinnati Health Department.”

Discussion:
Mr. Schlanz explained that the Medicaid administrative claiming is a new program started in 2008, only available to local health departments. They are still working out the details, but this would be the first step.  He said the big unknown is when the time study is started, how much would qualify under this formula.
Vote/Action:
Passed unanimously and approved
(B. and C. were proposed and voted upon together)

B.
Children’s Hospital Medical Center (DPIC) - $140,000


1/1/09-12/31/09 (Attachment No. 6)
C.
Children’s Hospital Medical Center (DPIC) - $33,300

1/1/09-12/31/11 (Attachment No. 7)
Dr. Wilson proposed the motion, and Mr. Bedford seconded the motion:

“That the Board of Health approve the contract to provide a pharmacist for consultation in an amount not to exceed $140,000; and to provide 24-hours-per day, 7-days-per-week Drug & Poison Information answering service; a newsletter; and automated data system.”
Discussion:
Mr. Cohen explained that these are two related but separate contracts. Last year the total amount of funding available was not used; it will probably be the same for 2009.   

Vote/Action:
Passed unanimously and approved

(D. is included in another contract; E. & F. were proposed and voted upon together.)
E.
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) (Attachment No. 9)


Hamilton County Emergency Management Agency – To Accept 


Transfer of Assets Purchased – with State Homeland Security 


Grant (SHSG) Funds

F.
Memorandum of Understanding (MOU) (Attachment No. 10)

Hamilton County Emergency Management Agency – To Accept 


Transfer of Assets Purchased – with Federal Urban Area Security 


Initiative (UASI) Funds


Dr. Wilson proposed the motion, and Ms. Edmerson seconded the motion:

“That the Board of Health approve the Memorandums of Understanding 

outlined in Items E. and F.”

Discussion:
Dr. Englender said that Hamilton County Emergency Management has requested these Memorandums of Understanding in order to make the transfer of assets legal.  Each of the assets has a separate asset transfer form, and inventory is maintained.  This will allow the program to maintain assets already in possession, and also to acquire future assets. 


Vote/Action:
Passed unanimously and approved

G.
United Medical Resources, Inc. (Attachment No. 11)

$100,000 – 1/1/09-12/31/10

Dr. Wilson proposed the motion, and Mr. Bedford seconded the motion:

“That the Board of Health approve the contract for United Medical Resources (UMR) to provide administrative services for the CincyCare pilot program.”

Discussion:
Mr. Cohen said that UMR is a locally run program with national accounts. UMR will be providing all of the third-party administrative services for the CincyCare program free of charge.  They will be subcontracting and will be reimbursed through the HUD grant.  The final numbers for the CincyCare enrollment are not yet determined. With regard to the patient population, CHD will receive a comprehensive report from UMR. Mr. Cohen said one of the benefits would be that through the patient profiles and information supplied, they will be able to predict future health care costs of the population.  The profiles will be more complete because of the partnering with University Hospital and the Emergency Department.  
Vote/Action:
Passed unanimously and approved

(H. through L. were proposed and voted upon as a group.)
H.
Neighborhood Health Care, Inc. (Attachment No. 12)

Up to $150,000 – 1/1/09 to 12/31/09
I.
West End Health Center, Inc. (Attachment No. 13)

Up to $60,000 – 1/1/09 to 12/31/09
J.
Christian Community Health Services dba Crossroad Health Center


Up to $70,000 – 1/1/09 to 12/31/09 (Attachment No. 14)

K.
Winton Hills Medical and Health Center, Inc.


Up to $50,000 – 1/1/09 to 12/31/09 (Attachment No. 15)

L.
Cincinnati Health Network (Attachment No. 16)


Up to $30,000 – 1/1/09 to 12/31/09


Dr. Wilson proposed the motion, and Dr. Barnes seconded the motion:

“That the Board of Health approve the contracts for Neighborhood Health Care, West End Health Center, Christian Community Health Services dba Crossroad Health Center, Winton Hills Medical and Health Center, and Cincinnati Health Network for the amounts listed on the individual contracts.”

Discussion:
Mr. Cohen said that these are city centers that have been funded for over 20 years.  He explained that some of the funding has been cut, so it is now at approximately $360,000.  The centers are funded to provide medical services to uninsured residents of the City of Cincinnati. He said it is a mixed formula; each center gets their percentage based on the percentage of visits they provide.

(Dr. Wilson stated that in the interest of full disclosure, a family member of his at one time did some contract work with Neighborhood Health Care, but no longer works for them.)

 
Items H., I., J. and K:
Vote/Action:
Passed unanimously and approved


Item L. (Cincinnati Health Network):

Vote/Action:
Ms. Edmerson:Yes



Dr. Lange:
Absent




Dr. Ruddy
Absent




Dr. Wilson
Yes




Dr. Barnes
Yes




Mr. Bedford
Abstain




Dr. Collins
Yes




Dr. Dato
Yes




Passed by majority and approved

(M., N. and O. were proposed and voted upon as a group.)
M.
Lauren Thamann-Raines (Attachment No. 17)


$25,200 – 12/29/088–8/31/09

N.
Thane Lorbach (Attachment No. 18)


$8,820 – 10/1/08–8/31/09

O.
Gwen Finegan (Attachment No. 19)


Up to $3,000 – 1/19/09–8/31/09


Dr. Wilson proposed the motion, and Dr. Barnes seconded the motion:

“That the Board of Health approve the contracts for consultants

Lauren Thamann-Raines, Thane Lorbach and Gwen Finegan to

perform tasks related to the Oyler School-Based Health Center 

Planning Grant.”

Discussion:
Dr. Crumpton said that under the grant the Health Foundation had approved hiring a grant writer, and that is Gwen Finegan. Lauren Thamann-Raines is the project manager and Thane Lorbach is basically acting as her mentor.  

Vote/Action:
Passed unanimously and approved
P.
Mutual Aid Agreement – Service Contract


Zero Funds – Update Agreement (Attachment No. 20)


Dr. Wilson proposed the motion, and Dr. Barnes seconded the motion:


“That the Board of Health approve continuing the agreement with surrounding


local health departments concerning responsibilities related to equipment.”

Discussion:
Dr. Englender explained that there has been a mutual aid agreement with neighboring health jurisdictions for many years.  This agreement and accompanying resolution basically updates the longstanding agreement.  It includes the fact that equipment is now available, as well.   
Vote/Action:
Passed unanimously and approved
Dr. Wilson proposed the motion, and Ms. Edmerson seconded the motion:
“That the Board of Health approve the Resolution which is the addendum 
to the Mutual Aid Agreement, giving Dr. Maseru authorization to sign these
documents.”

Vote/Action:
Passed unanimously and approved
* * * * * *
Dr. Wilson suggested and the Board agreed that the upcoming February 24th meeting should be canceled, and this meeting (February 11th) would stand as the monthly meeting.


Dr. Wilson proposed the motion, and Dr. Collins seconded the motion:


“That the Board of Health move to cancel the February 24th meeting.”

Vote/Action:
Passed unanimously and approved  
HEALTH COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS/

OTHER BUSINESS
Dr. Maseru commented how pleased he is with the wide variety of the contracts and agreements which were approved.  He mentioned the commitment to the strengthening of the safety net, and the support that has been shown by this Board and City Council members.   

Mr. Cohen said they have received a positive, yet still unofficial, response regarding the FQHC application.  The review has been completed.  They will conduct a mandatory site visit, which is tentatively scheduled for March 10-12.  Mr. Cohen said that presentation of information regarding the FQHC will become a part of each Board meeting, and had distributed copies of all of the minutes of the meetings of the FQHC. 

It was suggested that the minutes of the FQHC be posted on the web, and Ms. Christos will check into that.

* * * * * *
Dr. Camille Jones expressed her appreciation and support for the diligence and dedication of all the staff, stressing the lead program, environmental health services program, vital records, PEAP, and health promotions.  She said the bedbug questions that they had developed are now being adopted by the state, which should result in more action to help people with the infestation problem.
* * * * * *

Dr. Crumpton said the Health Advisory Committee for Cincinnati Public Schools, which has been a vision of Dr. Maseru over the past couple of years, had their first meeting. The purpose is to improve the health and environment around the schools. They have started with some training of the nurses, specifically diabetes training, and it should be extremely helpful.  They have started with asthma training, and plan training in administering emergency medicines and handling chronic diseases. The training is currently geared toward school health nurses, including the archdiocese nurses. Dr. Collins asked if it could be expanded to include administrators.  Dr. Crumpton said that was a great idea, and she would bring it up at the Health Advisory meeting. 
* * * * * *

Dr. Holditch said the Medical Home Initiative grant that he had introduced at a previous meeting, unfortunately, was not awarded. He said they are going ahead with the open access scheduling and will be on-line June 1st.  They have implemented the screening for depression.

* * * * * *

Mr. Schlanz said that in lieu of a Financial Report, he would give a brief update on the budget.  He said that in the end, CHD had asked for approximately $20 million; the amount granted was approximately $19 million.  Basically, they were undirected budget cuts.  So the process now is to look at everything and see where cuts can be made, and also try to increase revenue generation.  

* * * * * *
Dr. Englender said the severe weather conditions warning had been called off as of 12 minutes ago.  He explained that a tornado watch combined with severe thunderstorm warnings will cause the sirens to go off in Hamilton County.

He also announced the Malcolm Adcock Memorial Lecture Series, “Pot Pies, Peppers, and Peanut Butter…,” a very timely topic, is coming up on March 26, to be held in the Kreske Auditorium at UC.    

* * * * * *

Dr. Maseru announced that the CCPC (FQHC) Board meeting will immediately follow this meeting. He introduced Dr. Kimya Moyo, Chair, and he said Dr. Moyo has been recognized as the Distinguished Educator of the Year. She was warmly welcomed by all present.  He also acknowledged Mr. Bedford’s contributions to the FQHC Board.
* * * * * *

Mr. Cohen asked to add one last statement: With the contributions of FQHC, CincyCare, and the SEIU agreement, the combination has generated over $2.3 million in new revenue for the CHD.  
NEXT MEETING

The next Board of Health meeting will be held on Tuesday, March 24, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. in the Delores L. Bowen Auditorium, 3101 Burnet Avenue.
ADJOURNMENT

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 6:20 p.m.

Minutes Prepared by:




Minutes Approved by:

_________________________ 


____________________________

Donna Christos, Clerk  
      


Stephen Wilson, M.D.
Cincinnati Board of Health



Chairman, Board of Health
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