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CINCINNATI BOARD OF HEALTH
Board of Health Meeting

December 9, 2008
Dr. Stephen Wilson, Chairman, Board of Health, called the December 9, 2008 meeting of the Cincinnati Board of Health to order at 6:00 p.m.  
ROLL CALL

Board Members Present: Dr. Darlene Barnes, Mr. Jerry Bedford, Dr. Linetta Collins, Ms. Jacqueline Edmerson, Dr. Jeff Lange, and Dr. Stephen Wilson 
Board Members Absent:  Dr. Mark Dato and Dr. Richard Ruddy
Senior Staff Members Present: Dr. Noble Maseru, Mr. Hirsh Cohen, Dr. Camille Jones, Dr. Larry Holditch, Dr. Steven Englender, Ms. Kelli Kohake, Mr. Bob Schlanz, and Dr. Marilyn Crumpton
MINUTES (Attachment No. 1)
Dr. Wilson proposed the motion to approve the minutes of November 18, 2008, and Ms. Edmerson seconded the motion.  The minutes were approved as submitted, with one abstention.  
SAFETY NET MEDICAL HOME INITIATIVE
PRESENTATION (Attachment No. 2)

Dr. Holditch came to the podium with a PowerPoint presentation, explaining a “safety net medical home.” The goal of the program is to develop a model for primary care providers to become high performing patient centered medical homes.  It is funded by Qualis Health, The Commonwealth Fund, and MacColl Institute. There will be four regions nationally. 

He explained that a medical home is basically the place where a patient gets their primary medical care, with a very comprehensive approach to medical care.  It is a partnership between patients (and their families) and providers. They have agreed on core principles, one being that every patient has a personal physician. The physician is responsible for all aspects of the patient’s care, including preventive and mental health.  The key will be information technology, while stressing referral tracking and patient input, with open access scheduling.   
HOUSEHOLD SEWAGE TREATMENT SYSTEMS

BOH REGULATION #00077

(Attachment No. 3)
Mr. Antonio Young, Supervising Sanitarian, presented information regarding household sewage treatment systems and types of inspections.  This is considered the first reading.
SOLID WASTE TRANSFER STATION

LICENSURE RENEWAL

(Attachment No. 4)
Dr. Wilson proposed the motion, and Mr. Bedford seconded the motion:
“That the Board of Health approve the renewal of the 2009 license for this 

facility.”

Mr. Rick Thornburg, Supervising Sanitarian, and Mr. Greg Beamer, General Manager of CSI Republic Services, presented information for the renewal of the license, and there were no objections.

Vote/Action:
Dr. Collins
Abstain



Dr. Dato
Absent



Ms. Edmerson
Yes



Dr. Lange
Yes



Dr. Ruddy
Absent



Dr. Wilson
Yes



Dr. Barnes
Yes



Mr. Bedford
Yes

Passed by majority and approved

AMENDMENT OF BOARD OF HEALTH

BYLAWS (Attachment No. 5)

Dr. Wilson proposed the motion, and Dr. Barnes seconded the motion:


“That the Board of Health amend its bylaws to read as outlined in 

Attachment No. 5.”

Ms. Allison Davidson, Assistant City Solicitor, said the bylaws have been reviewed and revised, and are now ready for the final vote.

Vote/Action:
Passed unanimously and approved
FINANCIAL REPORT
(Attachment No. 6)

Mr. Schlanz went through a line-by-line explanation of the budget cuts, and provided a projection of what to expect in 2009. He further stressed the importance of trying to convert to electronic records and how this may come about.  The overall outlook is cautiously optimistic, at least for the current budget year.
PERSONNEL ACTIONS
(Attachment No. 7)
The following people were recommended as new hires: Jessica Haynes, Dietitian; Ami Agin, Dietitian; and Alexandria MacPherson, Sanitarian-in-Training. Elizabeth Dewar, PHN III, was recommended for promotion.

 Dr. Wilson proposed the motion to approve the personnel actions and Mr. Bedford seconded the motion; it was unanimously approved.

CONTRACTS/GRANTS
(A. and B. were removed from the agenda)

C.
Five Contracts – a) Martin Environmental Services, Inc.;

b) Speedy Maintenance Services, LLC; c) Environmental 

Demolition Group, LLC; d) Craig Prowant; and e) Rainbow

Environmental Services – each $150,000 – 12/1/08-12/31/09

(Attachment Nos. 10, 11, 12, 13 and 14)


Dr. Wilson proposed the motion, and Dr. Collins seconded the motion:

“That the Board of Health approve the agreements to perform lead 

hazard control work, as a result of the $3 million HUD grant.”

Vote/Action:
Passed unanimously and approved
D.
Children’s Hospital Medical Center - $26,400 - 1/1/09-12/31/11

(Preventive Health Services Cardiovascular Health Block Grant)   

(Attachment No. 15)

Dr. Wilson proposed the motion, and Mr. Bedford seconded the motion:

“That the Board of Health approve the contract to allow Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center to continue to provide testing services.”


Vote/Action:
Passed unanimously and approved

(E. and F. were proposed and voted upon together)

E.
Lauren Thamann-Raines - Contract (Attachment No. 16)

$16,200 – 12/29/08-6/30/2009
F.
Thane Lorbach – Contract (Attachment No. 17)


$16,200 – 10/1/08-6/30/2009


Dr. Wilson proposed the motion, and Mr. Bedford seconded the motion:

“That the Board of Health approve the contract for the Project Manager for the Oyler School-Based Health Center Planning Grant for up to 28 hours per week, and the Consultant for the Oyler School-Based Health Center Planning Grant.”


Vote/Action:
Passed unanimously and approved

* * * * * *
Dr. Holditch provided a brief background on the Greater Cincinnati OB/GYN, Inc. contract (Attachment A) which allows for the continuation of services to CHD patients, including nurse midwife care. These services are provided at no cost to the CHD. Dr. Holditch estimated the value at approximately a half a million dollars per year. The infant mortality rate is quite low, at 2.95.
HEALTH COMMISSIONER’S COMMENTS/

OTHER BUSINESS
Dr. Maseru invited Mr. Cohen to give an update on CincyCare. He said there is tremendous interest, and also tremendous need.  They will cut off the enrollment very soon, with 1300-1400 enrollees. There are many details to work out, but the effort is to provide universal access to the citizens of Cincinnati. Cincinnati is in the forefront of the effort.  Dr. Maseru said the School Child Health Improvement Program (SCHIP) will be addressed after the first of the year; it will provide an influx of money to the state for children and adolescents.  
Dr. Alam and Mr. Merz informed the audience of the Public Service Announcement (PSA) on food safety which is airing on CitiCable; they proceeded to play it for the Board. There are various other topics in the works. 

Mr. Merz announced the Seventh Annual Neighborhood Summit to be held January 24th at the Cintas Center at Xavier University.  It is a well-attended showcase for sharing information and ideas, focusing on the success and progress of Cincinnati’s 52 neighborhoods.
Dr. Crumpton mentioned the Gift of Sight Mission taking place in December, which provides vision screenings and eyeglasses for children, and also a physical and mental health screening program now being offered in the schools.  
Dr. Englender said there is now an ample supply of FluMist. He also said this is National Influenza Immunization Week.  There have been reported incidences of whooping cough, but not an alarming number within the city.
Dr. Holditch mentioned that free AIDS testing had been made available for all City of Cincinnati employees.

Mr. Merz elaborated further on budget issues, and said that it appears there will be no major cuts to CHD.  He said there is a large deficit projected for 2009 and 2010 (for the City of Cincinnati) but no cuts to programs if CHD have been suggested.  The final budget will be approved on December 17, and everyone at CHD is hopeful of a favorable outcome.
Mr. Cohen said they are expecting an answer by the end of the year regarding the FQHC application.

Dr. Maseru and Dr. Wilson commended and thanked various individuals and departments for their great efforts with infant mortality figures, the video presentation, and the budget. It was acknowledged that everyone is doing wonderful work!
Ms. Allison Davidson said that, with regard to the Ohio smoking ban, Dr. Alam and his staff are receiving and investigating complaints. She said that it will not be necessary for a Board member to serve on the review panel.  Dr. Alam said that to date there have been 845 reports of violation; 569 have been investigated; 19 are still open; 21 did not have complete information; 453 have been dismissed for lack of cause; 25 warning letters have been issued; 4 establishments have been fined.  

* * * * * *

It was acknowledged that this is the last “official” meeting for Dr. Barnes and Mr. Bedford, as their terms have expired. They were thanked for their outstanding dedication and achievement, and they will be recognized further at a future meeting.

NEXT MEETING

The next Board of Health meeting will be held on Tuesday, January 27, 2009 at 6:00 p.m. in the Delores L. Bowen Auditorium, 3101 Burnet Avenue.
ADJOURNMENT

As there was no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:42 p.m.

Minutes Prepared by:




Minutes Approved by:

_________________________ 


____________________________

Donna Christos, Clerk  
      


Stephen Wilson, M.D.
Cincinnati Board of Health



Chairman, Board of Health
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