
  Attachment No. 3 

Cincinnati Board of Health 
Board of Health Meeting 

February 22, 2011 
 

Dr. Wael Safi, Chairperson, Board of Health called the February 22, 2011 meeting of the 
Cincinnati Board of Health to order at 6:05 p.m. 

 
ROLL CALL 

  
Board members present: Ms. Joyce Kinley, Dr. Jeff Lange, Dr. Wael Safi, Dr. Richard 

Schwen, Dr. Donna Shambley-Ebron, and Dr. Brad Wenstrup  
Board members absent: Dr. Mark Dato and Dr. Stephen Wilson 

Senior Staff Present: Dr. Noble Maseru, Dr. Camille Jones, Mr. Bob Schlanz, Ms. Kim 
Toole, Dr. Marilyn  Crumpton, Ms. Joyce Tate and Dr. Mohammad Alam 

 
OATH OF OFFICE 

 
Christine Zimmer, Assistant City Solicitor, administered the Oath of Office to Ms. Joyce 
Kinley, who was appointed to serve a three-year term set to expire March 1, 2014. She 

was congratulated and given a round of applause.  
 

Ms. Kinley offered a few comments. She is the Director of Community Relations and 
External Affairs for University Hospital. She has created a number of programs and 

initiatives there, including the University Hospital Ambassadors. To date, they have done 
300+ outreach events. She is excited to be a member of the board.  

 
RESOLUTION TO HONOR MRS. DONNA CHRISTOS 

 
The resolution was being put in a frame so the board moved on.  

 
RESOLUTION TO UNRAVEL EXISTING SUB-RECIPIENT ARRANGEMENT 

BETWEEN NEIGHBORHOOD HEALTH CARE, INC. AND ELM STREET 
HEALTH CENTER (Attachment No. 1)  

 
Ms. Tate explained that Elm Street is largest health center and since 2003 Elm Street has 
been under an agreement that has been posed upon us by HRSA to put Elm Street under 
Neighborhood Healthcare as a subrecipient. Neighborhood is one of the larger FQHCs in 
Cincinnati. Elm Street receives money to provide primary care for the uninsured through 
the organization. Neighborhood has undergone transition through the years and Elm 
Street has grown. Furthermore, healthcare reform may allow the Health Department to 
take advantage of the federal resources that full-fledged FQHC said. Another reason the 
Health Department wants to separate from Neighborhood and become its own FQHC is 
to become more self-sustaining, possibly through positioning Elm Street as full FQHC 
and bringing Health Department’s other health centers under that umbrella. 

 
The resolution has already been brought to City of Cincinnati Primary Care Board.  
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Ms. Tate asked The Board of Health to vote to submit a request for Elm Street to become 
its own entity, not a subrecipient and receive money directly and not be passed through 
Neighborhood Health Care, INC.  

 
Neighborhood is in transition and has its own issues and it is difficult for Neighborhood 
to provide oversight needed. Elm Street has grown and is capable of handling this 
change.  

 
Ms. Tate said that she has met with Neighborhood Health Care’s board and the board is 
in agreement that it is a good time for this change. It is a burden to remain in compliance 
and have oversight over subrecipient.  The Health Department thinks they can meet 
compliance standards and it is a great opportunity to leverage resources to support 
operations and expand services. There will be no staffing issues that will take place. Elm 
Street provides own staffing.  

 
Ms. Tate said no layoffs will result from this change and that Elm Street is currently 
basically responsible for oversight of operations and compliance, so Ms. Tate does not 
expect much additional work. Elm Street currently tracks as financial information.  

 
Ms. Tate said it is the hope that if federal reform legislation stays in place it will allow 
Elm Street to file for funding as full FQHC, since currently as FQHC-look alike it is 
limited in full funding opportunities. 

 
Dr. Safi proposed the motion:  

 
Proposed Motion: At the request of the Health Commissioner,  

 
“That the Board of Health approve the unraveling of existing sub-recipient arrangement 
with Neighborhood Health Care, Inc. subject to Heath Resources and Services 
Administration’s (HRSA) approval of the termination of sub-recipient agreement.  

 
Second: Kinley 
 
Vote/Action:  
Motion passed by unanimously and approved. 
 

RESOLUTION TO HONOR MRS. DONNA CHRISTOS 
 
Dr. Safi read an official City of Cincinnati Board of Health resolution honoring former 
Board of Health Clerk Ms. Donna Christos, who passed away in December, for her 
professionalism and dedication to the Health  Department and Board of Health.  
 
Dr. Maseru welcomed Ms. Christos’ family to come forward and spoke about how much 
Ms. Christos meant to the Health Department.  
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RESOLUTION TO AMEND BOARD OF HEALTH REGULATION 00087—FEES 

FOR VITAL STATISTICS FUNCTIONS/NURSING HOME 
LICENSES/RESIDENTIAL CARE FACILITY LICENSE (Attachment No. 2)  

 
Dr. Camille Jones explained that the state of Ohio recently changed how birth certificates 
are issued. Birth certificates now can be issued statewide for anyone born in Ohio.  
 
Ms. Tunu Kinebrew, Deputy Registrar for Office of Vital Statistics, City of Cincinnati 
Health Department offered suggestions for changes in fees for issuing birth certificates. 
Reducing fees will make the Health Department more competitive with other vital 
statistics offices. Currently Hamilton County’s fee is $24 and City of Norwood’s fee is 
$22. Ms. Kinebrew explained that the Health Department’s fee is $27, one of the highest 
in Ohio, and that the Department suggests reducing the fee to $22 to make the fee makes 
the office more attractive, whether people are ordering birth certificates through mail, in 
person or online. The Vital Statistics office has seen reductions in birth certificate issued 
in the past couple of years, attributed to increasing fees.  
 
Ms. Kinebrew said that 2011 will have an overall reduction in revenue, but Department 
has figured out sales to break even. At $24, need an additional 4,255 birth certificate sales 
and at $22 sales of birth certificates would need to increase by 7,735.  
 
The reduction of sales is due to price not location of birth, since most sales are through 
agencies for people who need help or for housing purposes, not initial birth certificate.  
Ms. Kinebrew said she is marketing the price decrease through city website, state website 
and market to agencies the Health Department works with.  
 
There needs to be a motion to suspend the rule that requires three readings of a resolution 
to passage.  
 
Proposed Motion: At the request of the Health Commissioner,  
 
“That the Board of Health move the rule for three readings for Board of Health 
Regulation 00087. 
 
Second: Joyce Kinley 
 
Vote/Action:  
Motion passed unanimously and approved.  

 
Proposed Motion: At the request of the Health Commissioner,  

 
“That the Board of Health approve the amendments to Board of Health Regulation 
00087.  

 
Second: Joyce Kinley 
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Vote/Action:  
Motion passed by unanimously and approved. 
 

GENERAL SANITATION REGULATION #00053—DRAFT REVISION FOR 
DISCUSSION (Attachment No. 3)  

 
Dr. Alam explained the draft for General Sanitation Regulation has not been updated for 
many years and many programs do not exist anymore and new programs have been 
added. Ken Sharkey in Environmental Health also worked on draft and was present.  
 
There was no discussion and will be brought next month to vote upon after bringing 
document to Legal Department. 
 

CONTRACTS AND GRANTS: 
 
A. Stop Aids Foundation—Contract (Attachment No. 4)  
$155,000 1/1/2011 – 12/31/2011  
(Eric Washington) 
 
Joyce Tate explained the Health Department gets funding through the state of Ohio to 
provide prevention services for HIV and STDs. Health Department was awarded a grant 
from ODH to be a conduit of funds to provide grants to community to prevent HIV and 
STDs. Stop AIDS was awarded a $155,000 grant to approve contract to award Stop AIDS 
grant.  
 
Proposed Motion: At the request of the Health Commissioner,  

 
“That the Board of Health approve the agreement with Stop AIDS to conduct Health 
Education and Risk Reduction Testing (counseling test and referral site) CTR activities of 
outreach, group, community and individual level educational counseling process, and 
public information to reduce HIV/AIDS risk among men who have sex with men, high 
risk heterosexuals and persons who are HIV positive. 

 
Second: Dr. Lange   
 
Vote/Action: Motion passed by unanimously and approved. 
 
B. IV-CHARIS—Contract (Attachment No. 5)  
$55,000 January 1, 2011-December 31, 2011 (Eric Washington)  
 
Ms. Tate explained that this $55,000 grant is also pass through to provide HIV testing, 
counseling and referral services. 
 
Proposed Motion: At the request of the Health Commissioner,  
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“That the Board of Health approve the agreement with IV-CHARIS (Compassionate 
Hearts Assisting, Rebuilding, Instructing, Serving) to provide HIV testing, counseling 
referral services and HIV risk reduction education. 
 
Second: Kinley 
Vote/Action: Motion passed by unanimously and approved. 
 
 
C. Central Community Health Board of Hamilton County—Contract (Attachment 
No. 6) $35,000 January 1, 2011— December 31, 2011 (Eric Washington)  
 
Ms. Tate explained this $35,000 pass through grant to give Central Community Health 
Board of Hamilton County for d-up! Campaign. Funding is provided through Ohio 
Department of Health.  
 
Ms. Tate explained that the next $50,000 grant on the agenda to University of 
Cincinnati—Early Intervention program is also a pass through funding grant. The board 
voted on the two items together.  

 
Proposed Motion: At the request of the Health Commissioner,  
 
“That the Board of Health approve the agreement with Central Community Health 
Board of Hamilton County who will maintain and provide the d-up!; Defend 
Yourself HIV Prevention Program, through a grant from Ohio Department of 
Health.  
 
And that “That the Board of Health approve the agreement with University of 
Cincinnati-Emergency Department, who established the Early Intervention 
Program (EIP) for HIV counseling, testing, referral and partner counseling 
services, fully funded through Ohio Department of Health. 
 

Second: Dr. Lange  
Vote/Action: Motion passed by unanimously and approved. 
 
E. Medlab—Contract (Attachment No. 9)  
$500,000 March 5, 2011 – December 31, 2011 (Bob Schlanz) 
 
Motion for contracted lab services on agenda was not proposed.  
 
Dr. Safi explained the Board will not vote on Medlab contract at this meeting. Dr. Maseru 
said there will be a special board meeting to discuss and vote on contracted lab services. 
Three vendors submitted a bid, and the Health Department needs to ask questions of 
vendors before making a decision on vendor. The decision will be made by Thursday, 
Feb. 24 and then the Board will need to vote on this decision.  
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The lab is set to close on March 5, so the meeting must be within next 8 days. The 
meeting must be in person since members will not be present for a quorum. The meeting 
will be set up at later date.  
 
Contract D was skipped so Board went back to Contract D.  
 
D. Jason Meyer dba J&M and Associates—Contract (Attachment No. 8)  
$58,710 March 1, 2011- March 1, 2012 (Cynthia McCarthy)  
 
Dr. Jones spoke about this contract. Lead program has received a $4.5 million renewal 
grant to do lead hazard. The Lead Program found it beneficial to have someone with 
construction experience and lead risk assessor experience on grant. Mr. Meyer has this 
expertise and evaluating lead hazard for children. He was on previous grant and this is to 
renew contract. Activities include feasibility studies, writing work specifications, assist 
with walkthroughs, help with clearances after work is done, do paint inspections. He is 
making $29.35 per hour.  
 
Proposed Motion: At the request of the Health Commissioner,  

 
“That the Board of Health approve the agreement with Jason Meyer dba J&M and 
Associates to perform feasibility studies for up to 100 properties under application to the 
HUD grant program. 

 
Second: Ms. Kinley  
Vote/Action: Motion passed by unanimously and approved. 
 
Cora McGuire—Contract (Attachment No. 10) 
$25,000 February 1, 2011 – December 31, 2011 (Bob Schlanz)  
 
Mr. Schlanz explained Cora McGuire retired from Health Department at the end of the 
year and Health Department is proposing to bring her back for back billing of home 
health claims.  
 
Proposed Motion: At the request of the Health Commissioner,  
 
“That the Board of Health approve the agreement with Cora McGuire, who will manage 
back billing of home health claims. 
 
Second: Dr. Lange  
Vote/Action: Motion passed by unanimously and approved. 
 

F. Kim Toole—Contract (Attachment No. 11)  
$75,000 March 1, 2011— December 31, 2011 (Bob Schlanz)  
 
Ms. Toole is retiring at end of February and will come back as nurse practitioner for 
pediatrics at health center due to vacancies at the health centers. 
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Proposed Motion: At the request of the Health Commissioner, 
 

“That the Board of Health approve the agreement with Kim Toole, who will provide 
services as a Nurse Practitioner at the Health Department Health Centers.  
 
Second: Dr. Lange  
Vote/Action:  
Motion passed by unanimously and approved. 
 

G. James Thomas—Contract (Attachment No. 12) 
$25,000 March 1, 2011 – December 31, 2011 (Bob Schlanz)  
 
Mr. Schlanz explained that Mr. Thomas is a retired executive officer at one of larger 
home health agencies in the city. With implementing Electronic Medical Records, the 
Health Department wants to bring in an outside person to help with implementing system 
and helping staff and bringing in new ideas for revenue generation. He will be making 
$40 an hour, about 600 hours.  

 
Proposed Motion: At the request of the Health Commissioner,  

 
“That the Board of Health approve the agreement with James Thomas who will provide 
management consulting services for Home Health Care.  
 
Second: Dr. Lange  
Vote/Action: Motion passed by unanimously and approved. 
 
H. Cincinnati Health Network Inc.—Contract (Attachment No. 13)  
             $231,583 January 1, 2009 – December 31, 2011 (Bob Schlanz)  
 
Mr. Schlanz explained this is an accounts receivable contract with Cincinnati Health 
Network, Inc. to receive part of grant money to work them with medical van, including 
staffing. Grant money gets passed through them to Health Department. Includes 2010-
2011  
 
The agenda said agreement is for $231,583, but amount is $207,000.  
 
Proposed Motion: At the request of the Health Commissioner,  

 
“That the Board of Health approve the agreement with the Cincinnati Health Network 
Inc., to develop and operate the Health Care for the Homeless Program in the Greater 
Cincinnati area.  

 
Second: Dr. Schwen  
Vote/Action: Motion passed by unanimously and approved. 
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* * * * * * 
 
No one in audience at meeting had any comments or questions when asked.  
 

 HEALTH COMMISSIONER & STAFF COMMENTS/ 
    BOARD MEMBERS’ COMMENTS/OTHER BUSINESS 

 
Dr. Maseru welcomed Ms. Kinley to Board.  
Dr. Maseru said a large portion of Health Department’s time has been devoted to finding 
money. The Health Department made a submission to Office of Job and Family Services, 
which was approved and pushed forward to Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
for Medicaid maximization. The Department received a phone call from one of the 
officers in Columbus that stated have received communication from CMS and a 
conference call will be upcoming. The Health Department is hopeful the Department will 
receive an affirmative for appeal for Medicare maximization.  
 

* * * * * * 
 
Dr. Maseru deferred to Dr. Crumpton for an update on school health. 
 
Dr. Crumpton explained she has received a number of requests for information about 
school health nurse programs and has shared information on program budgets and 
outcomes. A groundswell of concern about loss of program has been raised, culminating 
in rally at City Hall on Feb. 16 with 140 supporters of school nurses, including parents, 
Xavier and University of Cincinnati representatives. 40 people registered to speak at City 
Council meeting. Vice Mayor Roxanne Qualls invited people to come to a meeting Feb. 
23 at 3:30, including Mr. Schwab at Health Foundation to look at possibilities.  
 
Two nurses have already resigned, which is a problem the Health Department has been 
concerned with.    
 
The Health Department has met with many organizations regarding possible funding 
opportunities. The Health Foundation was a 501c3 called Interact for Change, where 
funds raised for school nurses can go, including matching fund program. To donate, it is 
easiest to contact Health Foundation. 
 
Health Department has also done media events, including radio, newspapers, TV, etc. to 
educate people about losses since cuts occurred late in budget process.  
 
School nurse programs are funded through this academic year.  
 
Ms. Kinley suggested meeting with editorial boards of newspapers. Dr. Crumpton said 
discussions have occurred regarding having community members who are advocating for 
children go to editorial boards.  
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The Board discussed finding other options for finding funding for school nurses besides 
looking for money from City Council.  
 
Dr. Crumpton said there are specific mandates that City is responsible for specific aspects 
of school health. Dr. Crumpton will provide the information on the mandated aspects of 
health to the Board members. The specific statue would determine whose liability (Board 
of Health or City) it is to provide the mandated services.  
 
If CPS continues current funding levels, 1/3 of nurses will be funded. The City provides 
funding for nurses and programmatic support and supervisors is funded through City 
since Cincinnati Public Schools’ contribution is for school nurses specifically. Cost for 
School nurse is $65k.  
 

* * * * * * 
 
Mr. Schlanz stressed importance of passing contract for lab to not disrupt lab service 
since there are a number of steps to get contract in place.  

 
* * * * * * 

 
Ms. Tate said some Board members were put on list for advocacy for community health 
center programs under Department for Health and Human Services and will probably 
receive e-mails about reaching out to legislators about continuing support for community 
health centers. The Health Department health centers currently take advantage of 
enhanced reimbursement rates, discount drug prices, etc. Ms. Tate stressed importance of 
advocating for health centers. 
 

* * * * * * 
 
Ms. Toole addressed the board since it was her last meeting. She suggested helping 
rallying staff and communicating vision of future since many staff members have fear of 
unknown. Ms. Toole suggested more frequent e-mails to staff to update them.  
 
Dr. Maseru thanked Ms. Toole for her 30 years of service to the Department.  
 

* * * * * 
 

Dr. Jones talked about a Health Impact Assessment for layoff and bumping. The 
document is being finalized.  
Dr. Jones also talked about upcoming release of data about mortality rates in Cincinnati. 
The project was a partnership with Xavier University and data will have various uses.  
 

* * * * * 
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Dr. Maseru mentioned the budget was cut $4 million or 25 percent in December 2010. 
The Health Department is working hard to work to not reduce quality of services, but 25 
percent cut does affect infrastructure. The Department is having many conversations 
regarding funding. The Health department made an appeal to Indigent Care Trust Fund 
for Hamilton County. The commissioners did not give funding. Cincinnati residents are 
residents of Hamilton County.  
 

* * * * * 
 
Dr. Safi said as a board, it is more important than ever to look for funding opportunities 
and longer term vision, especially since the Health Department will continue to face cuts 
from City in subsequent years. 
 

NEXT MEETING 
The next scheduled Board of Health meeting will be held at 6 p.m. March 22, 2011. 
There will need to be special meeting before then.  
 

ADJOURNMENT 
Dr. Safi adjourned meeting at 7:24 p.m.  
 
 
Minutes Prepared by:     Minutes Approved by: 
 
 
 
_________________________    ____________________________ 
Kathryn Rosenbaum, Clerk to the Board        Wael Safi, Pharm.D. 
Cincinnati Board of Health    Chairman, Board of Health 
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