


















































Council motions calling for administration action, the expenditure of funds or a change in policy
direction must be before the public for at least one full week, allowing an opportunity for public
comment at no less than one committee meeting following the meeting where the item is publicly
introduced except when deemed an emergency by the mayor, subject to the rules of council. This
means an item must be presented 1) as a new business item at a regular council meeting and then
presented before a committee meeting before advancing to council; or 2) presented at a committee
meeting and then held in that committee for one meeting before advancing to the regular council
meeting.

7.14 Sunset of Prior Legislative Matters.

All legislative matters, including but not limited to resolutions, ordinances and motions, pending
in council or committees at the conclusion of the term shall lapse and not be turned over to successive
council or committees absent good cause shown to the mayor. Each new council shall start anew with
council business and thus must give affirmative vote of council majority or new committee majority to
take up previous council items as new items of business on the calendar.

MOTIONS

8.1 Motions; General.

8.2 Motions; New Subject.

8.3 Procedural Motion During Debate.
8.4 Motion to Reconsider.

8.5 Motion to Take Recess.

8.6 Motion to Adjourn.

8.1 Motions; General.

All motions shall require a majority vote of council for adoption except as otherwise provided in
these rules. When a motion is made it shall be stated by the chair before debate. The member
introducing the motion may withdraw or amend a motion at any time before passage. All motions are
debatable unless specifically stated otherwise.

The clerk of council shall prepare and distribute to council members a weekly report of new
legislative activities, to include the name of the sponsor, the title and the committee referral.

A motion in its final form, and referred for consideration, shall be introduced and filed with the
clerk's office, which communicates it to the mayor for referral to committee. If approved by a
committee, the item is sznt %2 the :3yor’c o2ffi-e to.be plazed o the’
couneil calendar. /

Any motion calling for a change in policy direction or the expenditure of city funds requires a
majority vote of council.

8.2 Motions; New Subject.

All motions which bring a new subject before council shall be in writing and shall be referred by
the mayor to a committee for report prior to adoption. Such motions may be presented either in the
form of a motion or a resolution.

8.3 Procedural Motion During Debate.

When a motion is before council, only the following procedural motions shall be entertained with
precedence in the order listed.

(a) Motion to Refer.

Approval of a motion to refer sends the pending question to the mayor to refer to a specific
standing committee or to a special committee, the city manager, a board or commission or a
department director for investigation, report or action. The report in response to such referral shall
be made to council or as council otherwise directs.
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(b) Motion for Vote on Current Item.

Approval by a majority of council of a motion for vote on the current item shall close debate and
council shall immediately proceed to a vote on the current question. The motion is not debatable.

(c) Motion to Amend.

A motion to amend may only be amended once. An amendment once rejected may not be moved
again substantially in the same form.

(d) Motion to Postpone Indefinitely.

An affirmative vote of two-thirds of council is required to approve a motion to postpone
indefinitely. If a motion to postpone an item carries, the item is considered lost without a vote on the
merits.

8.4 Motion to Reconsider.

A motion to reconsider a proposal that has been acted upon favorably must be made before
adjournment of the meeting of council or committee at which the vote was taken. A motion to
reconsider any other action taken by council or committee may be made at any time at any meeting
held within 10 business days after the vote of council thereon. A motion to reconsider may be made
only by a member who voted with the prevailing side. A majority of council shall be sufficient for
reconsideration of a vote. If a motion to reconsider is lost, it shall not again be entertained.

8.5 Motion to Take Recess.

Council may move to take a recess to a specified time. The motion is debatable and amendable.
At the appointed time the meeting shall be called to order and business will proceed the same as if no
recess had been taken.

8.6 Motion to Adjourn.
A motion to adjourn shall be in order at any time, except as follows:
(a) When repeated without intervening business or discussion.
{b) When made as an interruption of a member while speaking.
(c) When the previous question has been ordered.
(d) While a vote is being taken.

A motion to adjourn is debatable only as to the time to which the meeting is adjourned.

ORDINANCES AND RESOLUTIONS

9.1 Ordinances Drafted.

9.2 Reading of Ordinances. =
9.3 Suspension of Three Readings.
9.4 Amendments.

9.5 Improper Amendments.

9.6 Adoption of Ordinances.

9.7 Emergency Ordinances.

9.8 Publication of Ordinances.

9.9 Legislative Resolutions.

9.10 Resolutions.

9.11 Adoption of Resolutions.

9.1 Ordinances Drafted.

Ordinances shall be drawn by the city solicitor at the request of the mayor, -or a request made by
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All legislative matters shall be drafted as ordinances except when required by state law to be in
the form of a resolution, in which case all formalities of an ordinance shall be followed in the passage
of the resolution. No ordinance shall contain more than one subject which shall be clearly expressed
in its title, and no ordinance shall be revived or amended unless the new ordinance contains the
entire ordinance revived, or the section or sections amended and the section or sections so amended
shall be repealed.

9.2 Reading of Ordinances.

Ordinances must be fully and distinctly read by title on three different days unless three-fourths
of the members elected to the council dispense with the rule. If the rule has not been suspended, the
first reading of the ordinance shall be for information. After the second reading, the question shall be
engrossed and not subject to further amendment, except that the order of engrossment may bhe
reconsidered by a majority vote of council. The third reading shall be for adoption of the ordinance
by aroll call vote.

9.3 Suspension of Three Readings.

Upon motion affirmatively passed by seven members of council, the rule that an ordinance must
be fully and distinctly read on three different days may be suspended at any time after the first
reading of the ordinance.

The title of the ordinance shall be read once for information, the motion for suspension of the rule
shall be made and, if the motion is acted upon favorably, the ordinance shall be subject immediately
to amendment and passage. If the motion does not carry, the ordinance shall be held for a second
reading. A motion to suspend the rule may be made after the second reading and, if acted upon
favorably the ordinance shall be subject immediately to passage.

9.4 Amendments.

Amendments to ordinances made on the floor of council after the first reading shall be indicated
by the clerk on the original ordinance.

When a resolution or ordinance is referred to a committee, it may be reported back with a
recommended substitute for the legislation. The chair shall state the question on the substitute
recommended by the committee.

The clerk shall note on the document that it is substitute legislation. The original legislation may
be placed on the calendar for indefinite postponement.

9.5 Improper Amendments.

An amendment is out of order which is not germane to the question to be amended or is identical
to a question previously decided during that council meeting. No independent new question may be
introduced under cover of an amendment:"An amendment may not -conflict with the spirit-of the
original legislation and still be in order.

9.6 Adoption of Ordinances.

An ordinance or resolution in its final form, and referred for consideration, shall be introduced
and filed with the clerk’s office, which communicates it to the mayor for referral to committee. If
approved by a committee, the item is sent to the mayor’s office to be placed on the council calendar.

All ordinances shall require for passage the concurrence of no fewer than a majority of the
members elected to council.

A vote of six members of council is necessary (a) to appropriate property when notice to the
owner is only by publication because the owner cannot be found (719.05 O.R.C.), (b) to pass an
emergency measure (Art. II, Sec. 3,Charter), (c) to submit to the electorate a proposal to amend the
Charter (Art. XVIII, Sec. 9, Constitution), or (d) to overrule the failure of the planning commission to
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approve an amendment of the zoning ordinance or of the zone map or location of a public
improvement or other matter on which the charter requires planning commission advice. An
ordinance creating, combining, abolishing or decreasing the powers of any department, division or
board, shall require a vote of three-fourths of the members elected to the council (Art. II, Sec. 7,
Charter).

For purposes of the following, a majority vote of council is required. Council shall pass no
ordinance pass no ordinance providing for an expenditure of City funds except as a part of the
approved annual City budget unless the Ordinance at the same time provides for specific offsetting
expenditure reductions or revenue increases. In the absence of the declaration of a genuine
emergency by the City Manager, offsetting expenditure reductions shall not include funds taken from
the Reserve for Contingencies, from any surplus, or from the previous year’s Carryover Balance.
Spending increases in the operating budget must be offset by reductions in the operating budget.

9.7 Emergency Ordinances.

In order to take immediate effect, an emergency ordinance must receive an affirmative vote of
five members of council on the ordinance and six affirmative votes on the emergency clause. Each
vote shall be taken separately by yea and nay vote.

In the event the ordinance receives an affirmative vote of five members, but does not receive six
affirmative votes on the emergency clause, the emergency clause shall be stricken and the ordinance
shall go into effect as otherwise provided by law.

The journal of the clerk shall show the yeas and nays of the roll call vote separately on the
ordinance and the emergency clause.

9.8 Publication of Ordinances.

Every ordinance shall be published once within fifteen days after its passage in the city bulletin
or another newspaper of general circulation in the city of Cincinnati. In the publication of every
ordinance or resolution relating to improvements, the advertisement shall contain simply a statement
of the title, number and the date of the ordinance and resolution, a concise description of the private
property affected, a summary of the nature of the improvements, the rate of any assessment levied or
to be levied, and a reference to a copy of the ordinance or resolution, which shall be on file in the
office of the clerk of council. In the publication of all other ordinances or resolutions the
advertisement shall contain a statement of the title, number and date of the ordinance or resolution,
the complete text or a brief statement of the nature of the ordinance or resolution and a reference to a
copy of the ordinance or resolution, which shall be on file in the office of the clerk of council.

9.9 Legislative Resolutions.

Legislative matters that are required by the constitution or state law to be in resolution form shall
be adopted and published in the same manner as ordinances.

9.10 Resolutions.

Resolutions shall be drawn by the city solicitor at the request of the mayor, any member of
council, a council committee, the city manager, a board or commission, or department director.

9.11 Adoption of Resolution.

All resolutions except legislative resolutions shall be adopted by an affirmative vote of a majority
of council.

COMMITTEES

10.1 Appointment of Committees.
10.2 Standing Committees.

10.3 Special Committee.

10.4 Committee Meetings.

10.5 Secretary to Committees.
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10.6 Committee Quorum / Prompt Start of Committee Meetings.
10.7 Reference to Committees.

10.8 Committee Reports.

10.9 Timely Reports.

10.10 Relieving Committee from Further Consideration.

10.11 Public Hearings and Special Meetings.

W T N U S TP
1012 Ldmitetion of Debate

10.1 Appointment of Committees.

The standing committees and vice-chairs shall be appointed by a vote of a majority of the
members elected to council. The chairs of the standing committees shall be appointed by the mayor.
There shall be at least four members on each committee. Every member of council shall serve on at
least three committees that meet regularly. Council members shall be given the right to serve on
committees of their choosing. So long as each council member serves on at least three reqularly-
meeting committees, they shall not be requested to serve on committee(s) not requested. In cases in
which a committee has fewer than four members, the Rules Committee is responsible for resolving
the conflict.

10.2 Standing Committees.

(a) The standing committees of council, commencing December 21, 201158

shall be:

(1) Budget and Finance Committee

(2) Public Safety Committee
(3) Job Lrrmation i Committee

(4) Strategic Growth Comumittee

(5) Livable Communities Committee

(b) The standing comuittees shall be appointed for the two-year term of council.
10.3 Special Committee.

A special committee of council may be appointed by the mayoz, or a subcommittee of a council
committee may be appointed by a committee chair, for any special purpose and shall cease to exist
upon final report to council or the committee on the duty assigned. It may be discharged by a vote of
a majority of council or the committee appointing it.

10.4 Committee Meetings.

Each committee shall meet regularly at the time and day specified by the chair of the committee.
Meetings may be canceled by the chair without objection from a majority of the committee. A
tentative half-year schedule of planned committee meetings will be presented by committee chairs in
January (for February through September) and September (for October through January) - allowing
citizens, administration officials and council members to plan and prepare for the meetings in
advance. Standing council committees will generally meet every two weeks, or less frequently at the
discretion of the committee chair. The committee meeting schedule should be staggered so that there
are committee meetings each week.

A standing committee shall not interfere with the schedule of another standing committee in the
same room. If a standing committee runs until the beginning of another standing committee, the
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earlier committee shall adjourn to another committee room or adjourn to another time. The chair of
the later committee may waive this rule at his or her sole discretion.

Council members shall attend the scheduled standing committee meeting over the standing
committee meeting that is running over its scheduled time. Failure to attend the scheduled standing
committee at its allotted time shall be recorded as an unexcused absence by the clerk.

If a committee member fails to attend a committee meeting without properly informing the
committee chair, the absence will be treated as an unexcused absence and recorded as such by the
clerk. The clerk is required to publish the unexcused absence in the City Bulletin.

Committee chairs shall have the authority to schedule meetings and set the agenda for committee
hearings. Once items have been referred to committee, the chair shall set the agenda for each
meeting. Referred items are not to be placed on committee agenda without the consent of the chair.
However, items referred to committee shall be placed on the committee agenda for consideration
within 30 days of referral. Members may not speak on an item unless it is on the committee agenda,
or upon recognition of the chair. The chair or presiding officer, in his or her sole and absolute
discretion, has the authority to direct security personnel to enforce council rules for purposes of
civility and decorum.

Council recognizes that council members may not always agree with the view of some or all of the
members of council. Nonetheless those views should be heard respectfully without reproach,
admonition or interruption. In any debate of public issues, differences of opinion are to be expected
and civil airing of those differences is encouraged as it helps to test ideas and develop consensus.
Debate, however, should never become a personal attack which criticizes the character of the
speaker rather than the wisdom of his or her ideas. Once the chair gives a member the floor, that
member shall speak without interruption by the chair or other members, unless provided by Section
6.8 of the Rules of Council. Any member with the floor must yield to a motion to close debate, call the
previous question or yield the floor after a minimum of five minutes.

If a committee member requests recognition for the purpose of asking a question, upon
recognition of the chair, the member shall ask the question through the chair.

Any amendments or modifications to proposed action items currently pending on a committee
agenda must be filed with the committee chair at least one (1) hour prior to the committee meeting in
order to be discussed at said meeting. Any amendments introduced after the deadline shall be filed
with the chair and will be considered at the discretion of the chair.

Items not appearing on the agenda may be presented through the committee chair at his or her
sole discretion.

A committee may consider any matter concerning the city which falls within the area of
responsibility assigned to that committee. A committee may initiate legislation within its area of
responsibility for submission to council and such legislation, when accompanied by a committee
report, may be acted uponimmediately and need not be referred to another committee.

10.5 Secretary to Committees.

The clerk or the clerk’s designee shall act as secretary and parliamentarian, with the assistance of
the solicitor’s office, to each committee, and keep a record of attendance and business transacted at
committee meetings.

10.6 Committee Quorum / Prompt Start of Committee Meetings.
A majority of the members appointed to any committee of council shall constitute a quorum.

If a quorum is not present at a special or regularly scheduled meeting, the chair or presiding
committee member may permit persons present to speak on agenda issues; however, no referrals or
reports to council may be made or action taken on any matter in the absence of a quorum, but shall
be held in committee until the next meeting. The chair of the committee shall report to council that
there was no quorum at its regularly scheduled meeting or that a scheduled meeting was not held.
Should action be required on any matter referred to the committee before the committee’s next
scheduled meeting, council may relieve the committee from further consideration of the matter.
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If a committee chair is not present five minutes after the scheduled starting time of a committee
meeting, the committee vice-chair shall call the meeting to order. If neither the chair nor the vice-
chair is present, a committee member shall call the meeting to order.

10.71 Reference to Committees.

Each committee shall investigate and report on all items on the calendar referred to it and may
refer such items to the city manager, city board or commission or department director for report to
the committee.

10.8 Committee Reports.

A report in its final form, and referred for consideration, shall be introduced and filed with the
clerk’s office, which communicates it to the mayor for referral to committee. If approved by =

commities, the iter 13 zent o the mavor's office o be placed on the counal calenday,

Any item that was reviewed in committee in which there was a tie vote or no action could be taken
may be referred by any member of the committee to the mayor for consideration of whether the item
should be placed on the agenda. Such requests shall be transmitted to the mayor’s office by the
clerk’s office.

The clerk shall transmit to council in writing the reports of committees containing the
recommended disposition of matters referred to them. Written indication on the calendars as to a
committee recornmendation shall satisfy the requirement that reports of committees be transmitted in
writing to council.

10.9 Timely Reports.

Administration reports required for review or approval at a council committee or reqular council
meeting shall be distributed at least one day prior to the meeting to allow meaningful council review
and deliberation.

10.10 Relieving Committee from Further Consideration.

The mayor has the authority to relieve a committee from further consideration of a matter referred
to it. Council may also, by an affirmative vote of two-thirds of the members of council, relieve a
committee of further consideration of a matter referred to it and either order the matter placed on the
calendar for consideration or send the matter to the mayor to be referred to a new committee.

10.11 Public Hearings and Special Meetings.

Only a committee chair may schedule a public hearing or a special meeting, with the required
public notice.

Any committee may hold a public hearing or special meeting on any matter pending before the
committee or on any matter of importance to the city within the area of responsibility of the
committee.

In the event such a public hearing or special meeting is called, notice of such a meeting shall be
published at least one time in advance in the city bulletin or other publication of general circulation.

In the event of an emergency which necessitates scheduling a public hearing or special meeting
within a period of time that does not allow publication as aforesaid, then the rules applicable to
scheduling special sessions of council shall apply.

In all cases, due care should be taken to avoid scheduling conflicts of members of the committee
or other previously scheduled hearings or meetings of council and/or its standing committees.




LEGAL OPINIONS FOR COUNCIL MEMBERS
11.1 Legal Opinions for Council Members.

Council members may, individually or jointly, request legal opinions and legal work from the city
solicitor. When appropriate, they may specify that such opinions be delivered confidentially under
the attorney-client privilege, and be delivered only to the council member(s) who requested the
legal opinions.

I the “Rule 11" legal work the council member(s) requests involves an item to which the
administration has already established a position or generated a legal analysis, the council
member(s) may request an independent opinion conducted by a city lawyer not involved in the prior
decision making or analysis.

When the council member(s) has requested a confidential/privileged and independent opinion
or analysis, only the council member(s) can disclose the legal opinion to others within or outside the
administration. Consistent with Ohio rules of legal ethics, the attorney must conduct his or her
analysis independently and provide a neutral and confidential opinion or analysis to the requesting
council member(s).

Council members who jointly request a confidential legal opinion or analysis must respect their
joint attorney-client privilege for legal opinions given to them in confidence by the Solicitor’s Office
or other attorneys of the city.






