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23, 2009 Larry Falkin, Di-
rector of the Office of Envi-
ronmental Quality, deliv-
ered a one-year anniver-
sary report to City Council
Health, Environment and
Education Committee.

Over the past year the City
has aggressively moved
forward toward the imple-
mentation of the 80 recom-
mendations identified in
the Plan. Currently over 60
of them are in some phase
of implementation.

OWe take great
leadership role in protect-
ing our enviro
Mayor Mar k Mal
are very excited with how

far we have come in just

one short year to meet our
goal in reducing our green-
house gas emis

OWhat the i mpl
champions and task teams
have accomplished over the
past 12 months has been
amazingé, said
Schiller, Climate Protection
Coordinator. 0O
ons and team members,

represent non -profit or-
ganizations, educational
institutions, businesses,
associations, City admini-
stration and involved pri- L
vate citizens. Their dedica-
tion to the Plan has been
the key to
said Ms. Schiller.

our

Examples of some of the
active initiatives include:

e LEED Buildings in
Cincinnati

e City Performance Con-
tracts fi 39 facilities

e Comprehensive Plan
for the City

e Cincinnati Energy Alli-
ance

e CPS Science Curricu-
lum Council presenta-
tion

e Electric Car Parking
Incentive
Renewable energy in-
stallation
Metrods
Food Task Team

e Cincinnati Farms/
Gardens

Hy br

The Green Cincinnati Plan
has been credited with
three environmental
awards:

e Frank Ferris Il Award
for Planning Excellence
from Hamilton County
Regional Planning
Commission

-Year

e Clean Energy Community
of the Year 2008 Award
from Green Energy Ohio

e Greater Cincinnati Earth
Day Coalition Environ-
mental Award

With the Planés
cinnati will continue to pro-
gress into a more sustainable
community that supports a
healthy natural environment

and local economy with new
green jobs, energy savings
through energy efficiency, and
improved public health with
cleaner air and water.

To review the Plan, go to
http://www.cincinnati _-oh.gov/
cmgr/downloads/
cmgr_pdf18280.pdf or for more
information about it, contact
Ginnell Schiller at gin-
nell.schiller@cincinnati -oh.gov
or 513-352-6911.

oCincinnati is
taking urgent action to re-
duce its contributions to
global climate change. Cin-
cinnati believes that, done
wisely, the same actions
that reduce GHG emissions
can yield multiple benefits,
including: cleaner air and
water; improved public
health; monetary savings;
stronger local economy; and

creation of
Green Cincinnati Plan
June 28, 2008
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17 ResiI

The jubilant mood of the family and
friends of the 17 brownfield job
training students was infectious at
the graduation ceremony held in
City Council Chambers on June 4.
After words of inspiration were
shared by Vice Mayor David Crow-
ley, previous State Representative
Catherine Barrett, and others, at-
tendees cheered on their loved ones
as the asbestos, lead, and hazard-
ous material certificates were dis-
tributed. This graduation completes

dent s

OEQ E-News

Graduat e

the 8-week training funded from the
Cityoés 3rd
has provided a career path option
for a total of 177 residents since
2002. In the last round of funding,

at least 85% of the graduates have
been hired by employers in need of
environmentally trained workers.
That number is expected to increase
given the caliber of the recent class.

With USEPAd®sS
additional brownfield job training

City Hires New Environmental Compliance Auditor

The Cityds Office

of

Environment al

Mullin as an Environmental Internal Compliance Auditor. Matt brings with
him over 15 years of environmental assessment and auditing experience in

both the private and public sectors.

Mat t wi | | be

i mpl ementing

the Cityds

gram, which will examine all City facilities in regard to environmental regula-
tory requirements such as air pollution, wastewater, storm water, solid waste,
hazardous waste, spill prevention plans, underground storage tanks, etc. Best
management practices such as recycling, energy management, and environ-
mentally preferable purchasing will also be examined.

The compliance audits are a tool to help City departments be consistent with
environmental regulatory requirements and generally accepted industry stan-
dards for good environmental stewardship. The audits will identify opportuni-
ties for improvement and cost -saving measures. OEQ will consult with City
departments to provide the knowledge needed to implement improved environ-

mental procedures or practices.

OEQ is very excited to have Matt on the team as the City becomes cleaner,

greener,and moreeco-f r i endl| y!
Environmental Audit Program, please contact Matt at

oh.gov .

Energy, Economics & Envi-

ronment (3E) Summit

The Energy, Economics and Environ-
ment (3E) Summit is scheduled to take

place at 8:00 a.m. on October 2, 2009 at

the Duke Energy Center. This exciting
Summit is an educational and network-
ing forum for business and community
organizations. It will provide specific

For mor e i

7 4\ "\

ENERGY - ECONOMICS - ENVIRONMENT

A Summit on Strengthening Your Bottom Line through Energy Improvements

insights on green initiatives that will also save money. To learn more visit

www.3Esummitcincinnati.org

from Cityos

USEPA gr

announ
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nfor mat |
matt.mullin@cincinnati -
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funding is available under the
American Recovery and Reinvest-
ment Act, the City submitted a
$200,000 application on April 20,
2009, in hopes
round of training funding. If this
funding is received, an additional
60 residents will be trained to meet
the workforce hiring needs of not
only brownfield remediation compa-
nies, but also the needs of those
performing weatherization and en-
ergy efficiency work.

of

City Applies for Clean
Ohio Funding for
Environmental Site
Assessment in West
End

In order to develop a comprehensive
remediation plan for a potential
nearby brownfield redevelopment
project, additional soil and ground-
water sampling is needed to better
determine the extent of contamina-
tion found recently in the West End
near Center Avenue and Findley
Street. On May 15, 2009, the City
started the application process by
placing a $282,762 Clean Ohio As-
sistance Fund application _on file at
the West End Branch of the Public
Library. Additional efforts to notify
the public of the application in-
cluded placement of a legal notice in
the Cincinnati Enquirer and the
posting of a sign at the site. A pub-
lic meeting was held on June 30,
2009. Notification of grant award is
expected by the end of July, 2009. If
the grant is received, the assess-
ment work will be completed by the
end of the year. Another Clean Ohio
application will likely be submitted

in January 2010 to request funding
for soil and groundwater remedia-
tion.
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Saving Energy and Money
through Energy Service
Performance Contracts

Like most cities, the City of Cincinnati is challenged
by its aging facilities and limited capital funds. Most of
the facilities were built at a time when energy and
operational expenses were not a major factor in build-
ing design and most are
now in need of technology
and comfort upgrades. State
of Ohio enabling legislation
introduced in 1994 allows
municipalities to fund capi-
tal improvements with en-
ergy and operational sav-
ings through a performance - i
based approach. The instal- &
lation of energy savings
measures can be financed by Ohio municipalities over

a term up to the average useful life of the equipment,
typically 15 years, and is not included in the calcula-
tion of the municipalityds

The City owns/operates nearly 400 buildings. Energy
efficiency building audits have been conducted at 39
buildings to date, including City Hall and the Conven-
tion Center. Contracts to complete nearly $5.6 million
worth of energy efficiency upgrades for this first round
of buildings have been signed. When the lighting,
heating and air conditioning, building automation, and
building envelope upgrade work is implemented, en-
ergy use will be reduced by more the 3.2 million kwh.
The work will also generate 45,817 kWh of renewable
energy and reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 3,413
metric tonnes (the equivalent of removing 614 cars

from the road for a year or planting more than 87,000
trees). The majority of project work will be self -funded
with guaranteed energy savings and energy rebates.
Only $350,000 of the Cityds
servation Block Grant (EECBG) funding is needed for
the gap financing to make these first -round projects
happen.

Based on the findings from these first projects, $18
million worth of energy efficiency upgrades is expected
to be generated with the full $1,139,600 EECBG fund-
ing allocated to City facility performance contracts.
This is expected to result in total energy reduction of
more than 11 million kWh, generation of 148,470 kWh
of renewable energy, and reduction of greenhouse gas
emissions by over 11,000 metric tonnes.

OEQ E-News
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Green Partnership for Greater
Cincinnati Recommends
Implementation of EcoDriving
The Alternative Transportation Task Team of the  Green

Partnership for Greater Cincinnati _ recently made a rec-
ommendation to implement EcoDriving training and
practices with the five partner organizations (City of Cin-
cinnati, Hamilton County, Cincinnati Public Schools, Uni-
versity of Cincinnati and Duke Energy).

EcoDriving is a set of best practices for driving and main-
tenance that will reduce fuel consumption, thereby less-
ening greenhouse gases and our carbon footprint and sav-
ing money in the process. The typical EcoDriver can in-
crease fuel efficiency 15% or more. An excellent website,
available at www.ecodrivingusa.com , provides tips and
their rationale. It includes suggestions like:

e Slow down, maintain a constant speed and avoid jack
rabbit starts

e Remove all excess weight from your vehicle

n®e tMaintaryPEORef ke PiessWes |

The Alliance of Automobile

Manufacturers sponsors the f

website. ®) | 1 1
ecobrivingus

City Continues Greening Its
Facilities

The use of energy in buildings accounts for nearly 75% of
Cincinnati 6s green house gas
jority of these emissions are due to use of electricity,

which has a larger GHG impact in Cincinnati than in

many other communities because Cincinnati is heavily
dependent on coal for generation of its electricity. Major
strategies for reducing GHG emissions due to buildings
include implementing energy efficiency measures, install-
ing distributed renewable energy production capacity,

and reducing emissions associated with the centralized
production of electricity. [ .|

Recently the Greater
Cincinnati Water Works
(GCWW) installed solar
panels on the garage
roof of its Spring Grove
headquarters facility.

The installation consists
of 18 rows of 8 solar pan-
els for a total of 144 panels. The total cost to install the
panels was $344,264 however, through governmental re-
bates and grants of $145,000 the total cost to the City was
approximately $200,000. cContinued on Page 7
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State and City Partner in Low Interest Loans
for Green Roofs Program

The Ohio Environmental Protection storm water runoff. Benefits donodt
Agency (OEPA), Metropolitan Sewer end there . . . in terms of air quality
District of Greater Cincinnati green roofs are equally as impres-
(MSDGC) and the Office of Environ- sive. They capture carbon dioxide
mental Quality have created the and other pollutants, produce oxy-
first O0Green Roof L gen,provide moisture and coolness
its kind in Ohio. Utilizing money and overall, help purify the air.
from the Water Pollution Control These latter benefits support the
Loan Fund, OEPA has made City of Cincinnati ds 0Green Cincin-
$5,000,000 available for linked de- nat. Pl an6, adopted in 2008, which
posit, below market rate loans to commits to reducing Green House MSD Galbraith Road Facility
install green roofs within the service Gas emissions 2% per year. October 2007
area of
MSDGC. Another way green
roofs have a posi-
Green roofs tive impact is by
have wonder- reducing the need
ful benefits for air conditioning.
and have Due to their in-
been utilized creased insulation
in Europe for and cooling proper-
many years ties, green roofs
to address decrease the
various cli- amount of cooling
mate and aes- required within the
thetic issues. building itself. This
They provide additional green space is of particular importance within MSD Galbraith Road Facility
within developed areas, especially Cincinnati, where summers are hot, June 2009
urban cores, and help to absorb rain humid and air quality is often poor
water and purify the air. due to pollution. The advantages are

part of a cycle: by using less air con-

In Cincinnati, evidence has shown ditioning, one consumes less energy,

there is a problem with storm water and therefore reduces the amount of
run -o_ff, in conjunction Wlth both green house gasses generated,
combined (CSO) and sanitary (SSO) which in turn, improves the air
sewer oyerflows. I_Du_ring periods of quality for the City as a whole and
heavy rain, the existing sewer sys- saves money on energy bills!

tems are pushed well beyond capac-

ity and result in an overflow of sew- The Office of Environmental Quality
erage and storm water. During wet (OEQ) is excited about the Green
weather this overflow finds its way Roof Loan Program and the impact
into local homes, streets, creeks and that $5,000,000 will have on the
rivers, impacting structures, aquatic installation of green roofs within our
communities, recreational use and community. If you would like more
water quality. Depending on the information on the program, please
weather conditions, this can happen contact Robin Henderson in OEQ at
as many as 105 times a year, result- 513-352-5340 or

ing in 14.4 billion gallons of overflow robin.henderson@cincinnati -oh.gov.
per year.

Green Roofs help mitigate the over-
flows by providing an absorbent sur-
face area that retains the rain water
and therefore reduces the amount of


mailto:mailto:robin.henderson@cincinnati-oh.gov

