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Introduction  

ñWhen one door closes another door opens; but we so often look so long and so regretfully upon the 

closed door, that we do not see the ones which open for us.ò -  Alexander Graham Bell 

 

Background ï Youôve seen and heard about it everywhere, from the media and the scientists to celebrities 

and your own family members.  Earthôs climate is changing, and we all are to blame.  All over the planet, 

people are realizing that action is needed to stabilize the Earthôs climate, and people are responding, not 

only by changing their own conduct, but also by working through their institutions to ensure that those 

institutions change.  Cities, counties, states, corporations, non-profit organizations, and even Nations are 

scrutinizing their activities, and charting a new path forward.  Cincinnati is one of more than 780 U.S. 

Cities that has committed to reducing its contribution to global climate change.  Fortunately, the more we 

learn about how to combat climate change, the more we realize that climate protection measures are 

mostly things that we have good reason to be doing anyway.  Climate protection measures can help 

conserve scarce natural resources, save money, enhance the local economy, improve air quality, create 

jobs, and improve public health.  But as with so many things, there is more than one way to do it, and 

whether climate protection work helps or hurts our community depends on the paths that we choose. 

 

Climate Protection 101 ï When the sunôs rays enter Earthôs atmosphere, some of the energy is retained, 

and some bounces back into space.  Certain chemicals in the atmosphere cause more of the sunôs energy 

to be retained, in the same way that the pane of glass on a greenhouse causes some of the sunôs energy to 

be retained inside the greenhouse.  Chemicals that behave in this way are called greenhouse gasses 

(GHG).  Human activity releases large quantities of certain greenhouse gasses into the atmosphere.  The 

most significant of these human produced GHGs is carbon dioxide, also called CO2.  Fossil fuels, 

including coal, oil, gasoline, diesel, and natural gas are composed primarily of carbon.  When fossil fuels 

are burned, the carbon is converted into CO2.  The majority of GHG emissions caused by humans come 

from the burning of fossil fuels. 

 

A variety of gasses contribute to the greenhouse effect, and each of these gasses has a different ñpotency.ò 

For ease of discussion, and computation, emissions of these various gases are commonly converted into 

the equivalent quantity of CO
2
, and are referred to as CO

2
equivalents or CO

2
e, which is sometimes further 

shortened to ñCarbonò or CO
2
. In this report anytime we quantify carbon or CO

2
, we are actually referring 

to CO
2
e, the combined effects of all GHGs. 

 

Cincinnatiôs Climate Protection Process ï In September of 2007, Mayor Mark Mallory introduced the 

motion for the City of Cincinnati to undertake a public climate protection planning process. The directive, 

unanimously passed by City Council, called upon the city Administration to establish goals for 

significantly reducing regional greenhouse gas emissions while preserving both economic development 

and transportation options throughout the region. Furthermore, the Administration would develop a 

Climate Action Plan, with significant input from the community, to implement those goals. Mayor 

Mallory then created the Climate Protection Steering Committee to assist the Administration with the 

development of the plan and appointed Vice Mayor David Crowley as Chair. Members included 

representatives of Cincinnatiôs business, government, environmental, academic, and civic organizations. 

The Steering Committee formed 5 Task Teams of more than 150 subject matter experts and concerned 

citizens in the areas of Energy, Transportation, Land Use, Waste Management and Advocacy. 

The Climate Protection Task Teams have compiled lists of hundreds of possible actions that could be 

taken in Cincinnati to reduce greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions.  These possible actions have been 

researched and screened to develop the list of recommendations contained in this document. Additional 

input was received at a public hearing held on February 25, 2008. Approximately 100 people attended and 

20 gave testimony. 
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Introduction  (continued) 

 

Screening Criteria ï In evaluating GHG reduction measures, the following criteria were used: 

 

1) GHG Reductions ï How much would the proposal reduce Cincinnatiôs GHG emissions? 

2) Economic Cost or Benefit ï Over the life of the proposed measure, what is the economic cost or 

benefit of the proposed measure, and what is the cost or benefit for each ton of GHG saved? 

3) Sustainability ï Does the proposal add or detract from Cincinnatiôs long term sustainability?  

Sustainability is evaluated in terms of its impact on the triple bottom line ï the environment, the 

people, and the economy of Cincinnati. 

4) Other important goals and objectives ï While largely covered by the sustainability criterion, the 

evaluation of each proposal included consideration of whether the proposal helped or hurt in the 

achievement of a wide range of local objectives. 

 

Input Requested ï Cincinnati welcomes input on this Climate Action Plan.  We want to know what you 

like, what you donôt like, and how the plan can be improved.  We also want to know what involvement 

you would like to have in implementing the Climate Action Plan. You can email your input to 

oeq@cincinnati-oh.gov.  

 

Credits ï The support and assistance of the following individuals is gratefully acknowledged. 

 

Climate Protection Steering Committee Members 

 

Chair ï Vice Mayor David Crowley 

David Altman, Attorney 

Willie Carden, Cincinnati Parks Department 

Cathy Crain, Greater Cincinnati Foundation 

Carl Evert, Professor Emeritus of Electrical Engineering ï University of Cincinnati 

Ned Ford, Sierra Club 

Allan Harris, National Technical Association 

Greg Hutzel, Green Building Council  

Brad Mank, Environmental Advisory Council 

Sandra Meyer, Duke Energy 

Dan Oerther, University of Cincinnati 

Tony Parrott, Metropolitan Sewer District 

David Pepper, Hamilton County Commissioner 

John Rademacher, American Institute of Architects 

Jim Reid, Greater Cincinnati Building Trades Council 

Michael Setzer/Marilyn Shazor, SORTA 

Tim Swords, GE Aviation 

Ellen van der Horst, Cincinnati USA Regional Chamber 

Ex Officio  Brewster Rhodes, Governor's Office 

Ex Officio  Carla Walker, Mayorôs Office 

 

mailto:oeq@cincinnati-oh.gov
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Introduction (continued) 

 

Climate Protection Task Teams Members  

 

Advocacy Team Members 

 

Chair ï Linda Holterhoff, Keep Cincinnati Beautiful 

Staff - Jack Rennekamp, MSD 

Karen Anderson, Kanet Advertising 

Melinda Dietrich, Master Gardner for Hamilton County 

Jenny Edwards 

Melissa English, Ohio Citizens Action 

Nick Gotthardt 

Julie Idoine 

Charlie Kanet, Kanet Advertising 

Valerie Macarie, Cat Macarie Creative Solutions 
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Dollie Moore 
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Sara Phillips 

Mariann Quinn, Duke Energy 
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Devin Schenk, Northern Kentucky University 

Marti Sinclair, Environmental Community Organization 

Bob Vickrey, City of Cincinnati Department of Transportation and Engineering 

Christl Wigner, Cincinnati Health Dept., Div. of Environmental Health Science 

 

Energy - Conservation and Alternatives Team Members 

 

Chair ï Larry Feist, Cincinnati State Technical and Community College 

Staff - Cynthia Witte, City of Cincinnati ï Public Services 

Doug Bell, Sierra Club 

Michael Bolan 

Andy Corn, RWA Architects, Inc./AIA-COTE 

Ankur Das 

Jeff Davis 

Denny Dellinger, Dellinger Architects 

Jack Dison, Procter & Gamble 

Sarah Drees 

Chris Dwyer, EmotivEnergy 

Carl Evert, Professor Emeritus of Electrical Engineering ï University of Cincinnati 

John Fanselow, Third Sun Solar and Wind 

Mark Fisher, Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Garden 

Ned Ford, Sierra Club 

Brian Garry, One Cincinnati 
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Greg Hutzel, BHDP/GBC 

James Kinsman, Green Energy Ohio 
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Energy - Conservation and Alternatives Team Members (continued) 
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Tom Smith 
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Ralph Wells, Cincinnati State Technical and Community College 

Thomas White 

 

Land Use Team Members 

 

Chair ï Liz Blume, Xavier University 

Staff - Dave Gamstetter, City of Cincinnati Park Board 
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Mary Roderick 
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Sean Suder 

Betsy Townsend, Leave No Child Inside-Greater Cincinnati 

Aisha Tzillah, City of Cincinnati Department of Community Development 

Rick Schoeff, Environmental Advisory Council 

Margo Warminski 

Margaret Wuerstle, City of Cincinnati Department of Community Development 

 

Transportation Team Members 

 

Chair ï Chris Moran, League of Women Voters 

Staff - Reggie Victor, City of Cincinnati Department of Transportation and Engineering 

Staff - Mel McVay, City of Cincinnati Department of Transportation and Engineering 
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Transportation Team Members (continued) 
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Jay Barkey 
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Emily Rae Davies 

Diantha Decker, Mill Creek Watershed Council 

Anthony DiPuccio, SCS Engineers 
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Karl R. Graham 

Mike Groh, Cognis, Oleochemicals LLC 
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Executive Summary 
 

The scientific community has become nearly unanimous in its conclusion that humans are causing 

significant changes to the Earthôs climate, and that, unchecked, those climate changes can have 

catastrophic effects on humans and ecosystems.  Cincinnati is committed to taking urgent action to reduce 

its contributions to global climate change.  Cincinnati believes that, done wisely, the same actions that 

reduce GHG emissions can yield multiple benefits, including: cleaner air and water; improved public 

health; monetary savings; stronger local economy; and creation of good local jobs.  Cincinnati is 

committed to acting in a way that produces all of these benefits simultaneously.  This Climate Protection 

Action Plan (Plan) lays out a roadmap for how Cincinnati will act to reduce local GHG emissions. 

 

Adoption of this Plan should be seen not as the final word on how Cincinnati will address global climate 

change, but as an agreement on the urgency of the problem, a consensus on the broad direction in which 

we should head, and commitment to a set of actions that will begin to make the desired changes.  This 

Plan will be assessed and revised, as necessary, to keep Cincinnati on course toward achieving all of the 

multiple benefits set forth as the goals of this Plan. 

 

Cincinnatiôs Green House Gas Emissions Inventory 

Greenhouse gas (GHG) emissions for the City of Cincinnati, and for Cincinnatiôs City Government, have 

been computed using the Clear Air and Climate Protection (CACP) software model developed by ICLEI.  

The CACP model is the one endorsed by the National Conference of Mayors and used by most cities and 

counties that have calculated their GHG emissions. 

 

The City of Cincinnati produced approximately 8.5 million tons of CO2 equivalents (CO2e) in 2006.  At 

25.5 tons per capita, Cincinnati is slightly higher than the national average emission rate of 24.5 tons.  

Cincinnatiôs emissions come from a wide variety of activities, which can be grouped into sectors.  By 

sector, Cincinnatiôs GHG emissions come from: Commercial Buildings, 40.7%; Transportation, 26.6%; 

Residential Buildings, 18.6%; Industrial Operations, 15.6%; and Waste Disposal, -1.5%. 

 

Cincinnati City Government produced 432,179 tons of GHG emissions in 2006, or approximately 5% of 

the total GHG emissions from the City.  By far the largest contributors to these emissions were the water 

and sewer utilities, accounting for 69.5% of City Governmentôs emissions.  Other contributors to City 

Governmentôs emissions included: City Buildings, 17.8%; Streetlights, 7.9%; and City Vehicles, 5.0%. 

 

Emission Reduction Goals 

Cincinnati adopts the following GHG reduction goals: 

 

 Short Term ï      Reduce GHG emissions   8% below 2006 levels by 2012. 

 Medium Term ï Reduce GHG emissions 40% below 2006 levels by 2028. 

 Long Term ï      Reduce GHG emissions 84% below 2006 levels by 2050. 

 

These goals, reflecting a commitment to reduce GHG emissions 2% per year starting immediately, apply 

to both Cincinnati City Government and to the Cincinnati Community (everything occurring within the 

geographical borders of the City of Cincinnati).  The goals are based on 3 considerations: the level of 

reductions necessary to stabilize the Earthôs climate at a tolerable level; the commitments being made by 

other cities and counties across the country and around the world; and the availability of practical, 

affordable emission reduction measures in Cincinnati that are consistent with the multiple objectives 

established for this effort. 
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Executive Summary (continued) 

 

Using the goals stated above, and the emissions inventory data, it is possible to calculate a ñcarbon 

budget,ò meaning the amount of emission reductions that must be achieved to meet the established goals.  

The carbon budget is set forth in the following table: 

 

Year Cincinnati Community Cincinnati City Government 

2006 Baseline 8.5 million tons 432,000 tons 

2012 Reduction 680,000 tons 34,560 tons 

2028 Reduction 3.4 million tons 172,800 tons 

2050 Reduction 7.1 million tons 362,880 tons 

 

Emission Reduction Measures -This report recommends more than 80 Emission Reduction Measures that 

together can reduce Cincinnatiôs GHG emissions by the amounts called for in the carbon budget, stated 

above.  The appendices to this report quantify the GHG reductions available from the Emission Reduction 

Measures, as well as up-front costs, life-cycle costs, and payback periods for investments.  Unless a 

specific study is cited in the appendices, these figures should be regarded as first approximations.  For 

Emission Reduction Measures involving substantial costs, these figures should be verified and refined 

prior to implementation.  A summary of the data on each Emission Reduction Measure is presented in the 

table on pages 20-23. 

 

Emission Reduction Measures ï Transportation 

Transportation accounts for 26.6% of Cincinnatiôs GHG emissions.  Emissions from transportation can be 

reduced by decreasing the number of vehicle miles traveled (VMT), improving the fuel economy of 

vehicles, and reducing the carbon content of fuels.  Cincinnati will use all 3 of these strategies.  Emission 

reduction measures that reduce VMT include improvements to mass transit, promotion of bicycling, 

walking, and other modes of non-vehicular travel, and land use strategies that move people closer to their 

destinations and closer to transit facilities.  Emission reduction measures that improve fuel economy 

include promoting hybrid electric vehicles, encouraging the purchase and use of fuel efficient vehicles, 

and encouraging the use of vehicles in a fuel efficient manner.  Emission reduction measures that reduce 

the carbon content of fuel include promoting electric vehicles and other alternative fuel vehicles, although 

the use of fuels derived from food crops (corn based ethanol and soy based biodiesel) has not been 

endorsed. 

 

Emission Reduction Measures ï Energy 

The use of energy in buildings accounts for nearly 75% of Cincinnatiôs GHG emissions.  The majority of 

these emissions are due to use of electricity, which has a larger GHG impact in Cincinnati than in many 

other communities because Cincinnati is heavily dependent on coal for generation of its electricity.  Major 

strategies for reducing GHG emissions due to buildings include implementing energy efficiency 

measures, installing distributed renewable energy production capacity, and reducing emissions associated 

with the centralized production of electricity.   

 

Efficiency measures include both behavior changes (e.g. accepting cooler winter temperatures and 

warmer summer temperatures) and structural changes (e.g. constructing more energy efficient new 

buildings and retrofitting existing buildings for energy efficiency).  Distributed renewable energy systems 

include solar thermal, solar electric, geothermal, and other technologies that can be installed on virtually 

any building, whether residential, commercial, or industrial.  Emissions associated with the centralized 

production of electricity can be reduced by using more renewable energy (wind, biomass, etc.), increasing 

efficiency through Combined Heat and Power projects, and developing cleaner coal technologies, 

including use of carbon capture and sequestration systems.  Recommendations from the Energy Task  
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Executive Summary (continued) 

 

Team are divided into residential and commercial categories.  They are further divided based on whether 

the GHG emission reductions were quantifiable, with a separate section for policy recommendations that 

would facilitate GHG reductions. 

 

Emission Reduction Measures ï Waste 

Disposal of wastes and the resulting emission of methane from landfills, constitutes only a tiny 

percentage of Cincinnatiôs GHG emissions. This is due, in part, to the comprehensive methane capture 

and reuse system at Rumpke Landfill. However, by utilizing resources that are currently being landfilled, 

Cincinnati can dramatically reduce the Cityôs GHG emissions.  This is true because discarded products 

have imbedded energy, the energy that was used to manufacture the product, and much of this energy is 

recaptured when a product is recycled.  The productive recycling or reuse of materials currently being 

landfilled may provide as much as 40% of the GHG emission reductions achieved in the early years of the 

Climate Protection Action Plan.  Key strategies will include incentives for higher participation levels for 

commercial and residential recycling, and development of infrastructure to reuse currently unusable 

components of the waste stream, such as a composting facility for food waste. 

 

Emission Reduction Measures ï Land Use 

Higher density, more compact mixed-use development patterns can offer significant reductions in GHG 

emissions due to 3 complementary effects: (1) reduced vehicle miles of travel, (2) improved heating and 

cooling efficiency, and (3) reduced municipal infrastructure requirements.  Additional GHG reductions 

are available by adding trees, natural greenspaces, and sustainable urban agriculture to our existing 

communities.  Trees and native plants capture carbon dioxide from the air and sequester the carbon in 

biomass and topsoil. Sustainable urban agriculture can sequester carbon, and also reduces local 

dependence on foods produced using energy intensive methods that are shipped for long distances prior to 

use.  Promoting infill development, redeveloping brownfields, and enhancing our trail system to 

encourage walking and biking to destinations are all strategies that will lead to reduced GHG emissions.  

 

Emission Reduction Measures ï Advocacy 

Many of the GHG reduction measures described above will rely in whole or in part on voluntary behavior 

changes on the part of Cincinnatiôs residents and businesses.  Some of those changes will happen for 

economic reasons, such as people buying more fuel efficient cars and appliances due to rising energy 

prices.  Some changes will be motivated by financial incentives, such as programs that incentivize the 

installation of renewable energy systems.  In order to maximize the voluntary participation of people and 

businesses in GHG reduction measures, it is necessary to advocate change using two key strategies, (1) 

educate people about the importance of the choices they make that impact GHG emissions, and (2) 

aggressively promote the desired behavior.  A multi-layered marketing plan and public education program 

will be used to promote GHG emission reductions.  A Climate Summit will be used to bring in local 

partners to join in the promotional effort. 

 

Emission Reduction Measures - Food 

An increasing body of literature documents the GHG impact of food choices.  Food issues were not 

researched or discussed extensively by any of the Task Teams that helped to prepare this Plan.  A Task 

Team should be formed to give further consideration to food related issues and prepare recommendations 

for inclusion in a subsequent edition of this report.  An Emission Reduction Measure encourages 

voluntary reductions in meat consumption, documenting significant GHG reductions available from 

relatively small dietary shifts. 
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Executive Summary (continued) 

Discussion of Emission Reduction Measures 

The Emission Reduction Measures recommended in this plan were selected from a wide range of 

available options based on several criteria.  To the extent possible, the plan relies on: (1) voluntary rather 

than regulatory approaches; (2) actions that, over their lifecycle, save more money than they cost; and (3) 

actions that advance multiple local objectives, such as improving air and water quality, creating local 

jobs, improving the regionôs economic competitiveness, and conserving natural resources.  

 

Some of the recommendations in this report are fully researched and ready to implement, while others are 

documented only well enough for a first assessment of their desirability.  The chart on page 20-23 

identifies which recommendations are ready for implementation, and which recommendations will require 

additional research prior to implementation. 

 

Many of the actions recommended in this plan will require some initial investment, followed by savings 

that more than pay back the investment over time. A full economic analysis of each of the actions 

recommended in this plan was beyond the scope of this effort; however, to the extent possible, a first 

approximation of start-up costs, lifecycle costs, and payback period for the initial investment has been 

included. 

 

Implementation 
The implementation phase of the Cityôs climate protection effort will be lead by a Steering Committee, 

closely resembling the Steering Committee that has lead the planning phase.  For each recommended 

action, an entity will be identified willing to spearhead implementation.  The lead entity could be an 

individual, a City department, a business, or an organization, depending on the nature of the action being 

implemented.  A staffing level of at least 2 people will be needed to facilitate implementation of this Plan.  

The current temporary Climate Protection Coordinator position should be maintained by the City through 

the end of 2008, and 2 permanent positions should be created in the Cityôs FY09 budget process.  A 

portion of the funding needed for implementation should be provided through the Cityôs budget process, 

with additional funding coming from private investors, state and federal programs, and various grant 

opportunities. The Steering Committee will be responsible for preparing an annual progress report and 

providing status reports to City Council. The Climate Protection Action Plan will be revised and updated 

as necessary to keep it current. 
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Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory 

The Climate Protection Planning Process includes development of a Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions 

Inventory.  The purpose of the inventory is to establish a baseline.  The reduction measures can then be 

compared against the reduction goals to determine if those goals are being achieved.    Additionally, 

comparing the inventory to other benchmarks, for example, national averages or indexes derived from 

other cities or communities, allows a relative performance measure.  Lastly, it provides some strategic 

insight into those areas offering the greatest opportunity for improvement. 

 

The methodology employed for the inventory was the Clear Air and Climate Protection (CACP) software 

model created for the International Council for Local Environmental Initiatives (ICLEI
1
.)  The model 

covers Greenhouse Gases (carbon dioxide, methane, nitrous oxide) and criteria air pollutants (NOx, SOx, 

carbon monoxide, volatile organic compounds, PM10) associated with electricity and fuel use and waste 

disposal. The inventory quantifies GHG emissions for Cincinnati government activities and those for the 

Cincinnati community at large.  The baseline year for analysis is 2006, the most recent year for which 

reliable data was available.  The model incorporates energy consumption data for a multitude of sources 

including electricity, natural gas, propane, vehicle fuels, etc.  

Cincinnati Community Results 

 

Community results indicate that total emissions were approximately 8.5 million tons of carbon dioxide 

equivalent
2
 for 2006.  This equated to 25.5 tons per capita, (based on a 2005 population of 331,283) 

slightly above the national average of 24.5 tons.  On a sector basis, buildings and facilities were the 

largest producers of emissions with the commercial buildings and facilities accounting for 10.4 tons per 

person, residential 4.7 tons, and industrial 4.0 tons.  The Transportation Sector accounted for 6.8 tons.   

The emissions from the waste sector, due to the methane recovery systems in use, were inconsequential. 

However, waste management improvements can significantly reduce Cincinnatiôs GHG emissions 

because, although the considerable energy imbedded in the waste itself is not counted in the baseline 

inventory, it is counted when saved by a GHG reduction measure. Similarly, carbon sequestered by our 

existing trees and agricultural practices are not included in the baseline, but increases in carbon 

sequestration resulting from GHG reduction measures are counted. 

Buildings and facilities accounted for nearly 75% of all emissions but 58% of the energy consumed.  The 

Commercial sector was the most carbon intensive representing about 40% of GHG although only 26% of 

energy.  Transportation was 26% of emissions but 42% of the energy.  See chart on next page. 

 

 

 

 

1 
ICLEIτLocal Governments for Sustainability ICLEI, founded in 1990 is an international association of local governments and 

national and regional local government organizations that have made a commitment to sustainable development. More than 
700 cities, towns, counties, and their associations worldwide comprise ICLEI's growing membership. (www.ICLEI-USE.org) 

2 
For convenience, emissions of various GHGs are converted into an equivalent quantity of CO

2 
using weighting factors 

ŜǎǘŀōƭƛǎƘŜŘ ōȅ 9t! ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƎǊŜŜƴƘƻǳǎŜ άǇƻǘŜƴŎȅέ ƻŦ ǾŀǊƛƻǳǎ ƎŀǎǎŜǎΦ Lƴ ǎƘƻǊǘƘŀƴŘΣ ǘƘŜǎŜ ŎŀǊōƻƴ ŘƛƻȄƛŘŜ ŜǉǳƛǾŀƭŜƴǘǎ ŀǊŜ 
sometimes referred to as CO

2
ŜέΣ ƻǊ ǎƛƳǇƭȅ ŀǎ ά/h

2
έ ƻǊ άŎŀǊōƻƴέΦ 
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Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory (continued) 

 

 Equiv CO2 

(tons) 

Equiv CO2 

(%) 

Energy 

(MMBtu) 

Residential 1,571,402 18.6 10,914,010 

Commercial 3,449,658 40.7 16,076,400 

Industrial 1,324,883 15.6 8,766,809 

Transportation 2,251,539 26.6 26,257,131 

Waste -127,005 -1.5  

    

Total 8,470,477 100.00 62,014,351 
 

  

In terms of emissions by source, electricity accounted for 56% of all emissions, gasoline 22%, natural gas 

11%, and coal and diesel, 5% each.  Other sources, including propane and fuel oil, accounted for 1%. 
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Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory (continued) 

 

City of Cincinnati Government Results 
 

The GHG emissions for City Government, at 432K tons, accounted for approximately 5% of the 

Communityôs emissions.  The operations analyzed included all buildings/facilities, traffic lights and 

streetlights, the vehicle/equipment fleet, water and sewage operations, and waste.  

 

As expected, the water and sewage operations represented the vast majority of both the energy consumed 

and GHG emissions, 61% and 69%, respectively.  The buildings/ facilities category was second with 

almost 18% of emissions.  Traffic lights and streetlights (8%) actually contributed more GHGs than the 

entire City vehicle and equipment fleet (5%.)  Like the community analysis, the emissions from generated 

waste were inconsequential.  

 

 Equiv CO2 

(tons) 

Equiv CO2 

(%) 

Energy 

(MMBtu) 

Buildings 76,807 17.8 414,222 

Vehicle Fleet 21,453 5.0 254,569 

Streetlights 34,064 7.9 105,919 

Water/Sewage 300,363 69.5 1,214,160 

Waste -508 -0.1  

    

Total 432,179 100.00 1,988,871 
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Greenhouse Gas Emissions Inventory (continued) 

 

In terms of emissions by source, electricity accounted for 87% of all emissions, natural gas 8%, gasoline 

3%, and diesel 2%.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

A listing of data sources for the GHG Inventory analysis is located in Appendix I. 
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Cincinnatiôs Emission Reduction Goals 

 

 

The Climate Protection Steering Committee recommends that Cincinnati should set a short term, medium 

term, and long term goal for green house gas (GHG) emission reductions.  The recommendation is: 

 

Short Term -  Reduce GHG emissions   8% below 2006 levels by 2012 

 Medium Term - Reduce GHG emissions 40% below 2006 levels by 2028 

 Long Term ï  Reduce GHG emissions 84% below 2006 levels by 2050 

 

These emission reduction goals call for reductions in Cincinnatiôs GHG emissions of 2% per year, 

starting immediately, and continuing until 2050. 

 

Three key factors influenced the selection of Emission Reduction Goals for Cincinnati: 

 

1) Scientific studies quantifying the emission reductions needed to stabilize the Earthôs climate 
at a tolerable level.   

a) The group Combat Climate Change has determined that the global temperature rise must 

be held to no more than 2
0
C to keep climate change impacts at a tolerable level.  Combat 

Climate Change (www.combatclimatechange.org) is a Business Leadersô Initiative 

composed of 46 large companies from 11 countries, including Duke Energy and General 

Electric. 

b) The U.N.ôs International Panel on Climate Change (IPCC www.ipcc.ch) says that to limit 

global temperature increases to 2-2.4
0
C, global GHG emissions must peak no later than 

2015, and be reduced 50-85% by 2050.  It is probably not possible to keep the global 

temperature rise to less than 2
0
C. 

2) Comparisons to goals being established by Cities, Counties and States across the country. 

a)  Many entities, including Hamilton County and the Cool Counties initiative, have adopted 

the goal of reducing emissions 2% per year, and at least 80% by 2050. 

3) Availability of practical, affordable emission reduction measures in Cincinnati which are 

consistent with other local objectives. 

a) This report contains recommendations that collectively are anticipated to achieve 100% 

of the proposed emission reduction goals for City Government and the broader 

community for 2012 and 2028.  While the chart on page 20-23 quantifies only 45% to 

96% of the emission reductions needed to meet the reduction goals, 30 of the 

recommendations in this report have yet to be fully quantified. In addition, City 

Government has major improvements underway that will significantly reduce GHG 

emissions that are not quantified in this report. 

 

Base Year Determination ï The Climate Protection Steering Committee has received a preliminary 

recommendation that the City should use 2006 as its base year for setting emission reduction goals and  

calculating emission reductions.  This recommendation is based primarily on the inability to obtain data  

necessary to complete an emissions inventory for any prior year.  Some organizations that began their 

climate protection efforts a number of years ago are using 1990 or 2000 as their base year.  It would be 

desirable to use 1990 as the base year because that is the base year for the Kyoto Protocol.  However, the 

risk of error in back-projecting a 1990 or 2000 emission level based on 2006 data is judged to outweigh 

the advantages of having data comparable to early-acting entities. 

 

http://www.combatclimatechange.org/
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Cincinnatiôs Emission Reduction Goals (continued) 

 

Carbon Budget 

 

Based on the Emissions Inventory which has quantified Cincinnatiôs GHG emissions at 8.5 million tons 

per year, the reduction goal would be: 

 

 Emission Reduction Goals 

 

Year Cincinnati Community Cincinnati City Government 

2006 Baseline 8.5 million tons 432,000 tons 

2012 Reduction 680,000 tons 34,560 tons 

2028 Reduction 3.4 million tons 172,800 tons 

2050 Reduction 7.1 million tons 362,880 tons 
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Emission Reduction Measures 

 
 
 
# Name 

City 
Gov 
2012 

Comm 
2012 

City 
Gov 
2028 

Comm 
2028 Cost LC Cost Cost/Ton 

Pay 
Back 

Period 

Sust. 
& 
Other 
Goals 

Recom- 
mendation 

TTT1 Hybrid Transit Busses 0 1,637 0 12,771 6,000,000 0 0 10-12 yrs + Implement (I) 

TTT2 Cincinnati Fleet Fuel Efficiency 669 669 803 803 2,407,130 0 0 5-7 yrs 0 I 

TTT3 Streetcar 0 4,300 0 28,068 182,000,000 0 0 10-12 yrs ++ S 

TTT4 Expanded City Bus Service TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD + Further Study S) 

TTT5 Shared Car Service 0 1,000 0 5,000 1,000,000 0 0 2-4 yrs + S 

TTT6 Green Locomotives 0 2,168 0 2,168 12,000,000 0 0 7-10 yrs 0 I 

TTT7 Electric Car Dealership 52 1,047 277 5,534 250,000 0 0 3-5 yrs + I 

TTT8 Idle Reduction Campaign 0 78 0 78 0 0 0 0 + I 

TTT9 Increase Bicycle Use 0 6,300 0 6,300 0 0 0 0 + I 

TTT10 Rideshare Program 100 4,010 100 4,010 0 0 0 0 0 I 

TTT11 Improved  Fuel Efficiency TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD 0 S 

TTT12 Complete Streets TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD ++ I 

TTT13 Regional Light Rail 0 0 0 97,921 30,000,000 TBD NA TBD ++ S 

TTT14 Regional Bus Service Expansion TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD + S 

TTT15 Ohio Hub Rail TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD + S 

ETT1A-1 Residential Energy Efficiency 0 10,200 0 10,200 1,510,000 0 0 < 1 yr ++ I 

ETT1A-2 Programmable Thermostats 0 35,000 0 35,000 1,500,000 0 0 < 1 yr ++ I 

ETT1A-3 Cold Water Wash 0 1,314 0 1,314 0 0 0 0 ++ I 

ETT1A-4 Air Dry Dishes 0 1,952 0 1,952 0 0 0 0 ++ I 

ETT1A-5 Water Heater Blanket 0 6,417 0 6,417 750,000 0 0 < 1 yr ++ I 

ETT1A-6 Energy Star Residential Construction 0 500 0 2,500 0 0 0 < 1 yr ++ I 

ETT1A-7 Free CFLs TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD S 
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Emission Reduction Measures (continued) 

 
 
 
# Name 

City 
Gov 
2012 

Comm 
2012 

City 
Gov 
2028 

Comm 
2028 Cost 

LC 
Cost 

 
Cost/Ton 

Pay 
Back 

Period 

Sust. 
& 
Other 
Goals 

Recom- 
mendation 

ETT1A-8 Green Loan 0 18,000 0 90,000 0 0 0 7-10 yrs ++ I 

ETT1A-9 Photovoltaics 25 500 10,000 198,326 800,000 0 0 10-12 yrs ++ I 

ETT1A-10 Solar Thermal Res. 0 11,476 0 57,380 6,000,000 0 0 7-10 yrs ++ I 

ETT1B-1 Educational Outreach N/A N/A N/A N/A TBD N/A N/A N/A ++ I 

ETT1B-2 Contractor Training N/A N/A N/A N/A TBD N/A N/A N/A ++ I 

ETT1B-3 Conservation Corp N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 0 N/A N/A ++ I 

ETT1C-1 Low Income Grant N/A N/A N/A N/A TBD TBD N/A N/A TBD S 

ETT1C-2 Best Practices ï Residential N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 0 N/A N/A ++ I 

ETT1C-3 LEED Tax Abatement N/A N/A N/A N/A 50,000 N/A N/A N/A ++ I 

ETT1C-4 Bldg Performance Disclosure N/A N/A N/A N/A TBD TBD N/A N/A 0 S 

ETT1C-5 State & Fed Policy Action N/A N/A N/A N/A TBD TBD N/A N/A ++ S 

ETT2A-1 Banks Project 0 6,043 0 6,043 0 0 0 7-10 yrs ++ I 

ETT2A-2 Cincinnati Public Schools TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD ++ S 

ETT2A-3 Expand Green Cincinnati TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD S 

ETT2A-4 High SRI TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD S 

ETT2A-5 Streetlights 2,440 2,440 13,824 13,824 0 0 0 0 ++ I 

ETT2A-6 Bus Passes 2,163 2,163 2,163 2,163 162,000 0 0 < 1 yr ++ I 

ETT2A-7 Community Building Codes TBD TBD TBD TBD 0 0 TBD TBD TBD S 

ETT2A-8 Solar Thermal Comm. 0 4,046 0 20,229 9,000,000 0 0 0 ++ I 

ETT2A-9 Energy Efficiency Comm/Indust Bldgs 9,500 190,000 47,700 954,000 TBD TBD TBD TBD ++ S 

ETT2B-1 Upgrade Website N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 0 N/A N/A ++ I 

ETT2B-2 Easy Read Meters N/A N/A N/A N/A TBD TBD N/A N/A ++ S 

ETT2B-3 CFLs for Kids TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD ++ S 

ETT2B-4 Green for All N/A N/A N/A N/A TBD TBD N/A N/A ++ S 

ETT2C-1 Best Practice - Business N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 0 N/A N/A ++ I 
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Emission Reduction Measures (continued) 

 
 
 
# Name 

City 
Gov 
2012 

Comm 
2012 

City 
Gov 
2028 

Comm 
2028 Cost 

LC 
Cost Cost/Ton 

Pay Back 
Period 

Sust. 
& 
Other 
Goals 

Recom- 
mendation 

ETT2C-2 Street Work Coordination TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD ++ S 

ETT2C-3 No VOC Coatings TBD TBD TBD TBD 0 0 TBD TBD ++ I 

ETT2C-4 Best Practices - Govt N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 0 N/A N/A ++ I 

ETT2C-5 Green Permitting N/A N/A N/A N/A TBD TBD N/A N/A ++ S 

ETT2C-6 Design Awards N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 0 N/A N/A ++ I 

ETT2C-7 Greenlight District TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD S 

ETT2C-8 Carbon Offset Commission N/A N/A N/A N/A 0 0 N/A N/A ++ S 

ETT2C-9 Electricity Generation TBD TBD TBD TBD 0 0 0 0 ++ I 

ETT2C-10 State & Federal Policy N/A N/A N/A N/A TBD TBD N/A N/A ++ S 

WTT1 Recycle Carts 0 19,967 0 19,967 2,800,000 0 0 10-15 yrs ++ I 

WTT2 Buy Green TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD ++ S 

WTT3 Commercial Recycling TBD 130,000 TBD 130,000 69,000 0 0 < 1 yr ++ I 

WTT4 Reuse Network TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD ++ S 

WTT5 E-Waste 0 153 0 153 900 900 6 N\A ++ I 

WTT6 Foodwaste Compost TBD 9,657 TBD 9,657 0 0 0 7-10 yrs ++ I 

WTT7 PAYT 0 77,733 0 77,733 5,000,000 0 0 3-5 yrs 0 I 

WTT8 Recyclebank 0 73,869 0 73,869 4,300,000 0 0 5-7 yrs ++ S 

LTT1-A Green Construction TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD ++ S 

LTT1-B Green Development Regs TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD ++ S 

LTT2-A Forest Carbon 1,220 1,596 2,439 3,192 123,000 123,000 TBD TBD ++ I 

LTT3 Community Agriculture TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD ++ S 

LTT4 Industrial BMPs TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD ++ S 

LTT5 Environmental Literacy TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD ++ S 

LTT6-A Mixed Use/Cons. Planning TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD ++ S 

LTT6-B Integrate Transit TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD ++ S 
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 Emission Reduction Measures (continued) 

 

 
 
 
# Name 

City 
Gove 
2012 

Comm 
2012 

City 
Gov 
2028 

Comm 
2028 Cost LC Cost 

Cost/To
n 

Pay 
Back 

Period 

Sust. 
& 
Other 
Goals 

Recom- 
mendatio
n 

LTT6-C Reduced Parking TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD ++ S 

LTT7 Regional Trails TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD ++ S 

LTT8 Land Use Plan TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD ++ S 

LTT9 Brownfields TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD TBD ++ S 

ATT1 Climate Summit N/A N/A N/A N/A 1,000 1,000 N/A N/A ++ I 

ATT2 Marketing Plan N/A N/A N/A N/A TBD TBD N/A N/A ++ I 

ATT3 Public Education N/A N/A N/A N/A TBD TBD N/A N/A ++ I 

F-1 Reduced Meat Consumption 0 26,400 0 52,800 0 0 0 0 ++ S 

  
Totals 16,169 650,635 77,306 1,929,372 

      

            

 
Target 34,560 680,000 172,800 3,400,000 
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Transportation Task Team Recommendations 

 

The Transportation Task Team (TTT) is focused on reducing GHG emissions with an interconnected 

transportation system that moves people and goods, using less fossil fuel and using fuel more efficiently.  

Strategies include short term recommendations that can be implemented within 3 to 5 years, as well as 

long term strategies that require longer timelines for planning and construction. Some proposals are based 

on specific local plans or studies that quantify emissions reductions, quantify economic costs and 

benefits, and document other benefits. Other proposals will need additional study regarding the costs and 

benefits of implementation. 

There are several factors to consider when evaluating transportation proposals. The Transportation Task 

Team recommends expanding and implementing additional modes of public transit as an effective means 

of reducing CO2 emissions. Public transportation reduces net CO2 emissions by decreasing the number of 

vehicles on the street, and saves gasoline by decreasing congestion. In addition, public transit supports 

higher density land use that allows for fewer vehicle miles of travel (VMT) .
1
   

Implementing long term expansion initiatives similar to the Regional Rail Transit, Regional Bus 

Expansion and Ohio Hub proposals would greatly reduce CO2 emissions. However, while there would be 

economic and non-economic benefits, the cost to implement the rail and bus expansion is high.   

The following is a ranking of Transportation Task Team proposals, in order of best Sustainability/GHG 

Reduction solution to least, taking into account CO2 reductions, cost and feasibility of implementation: 

SHORT TERM - For more details on recommendation click on corresponding link. 

1) Hybrid Buses ï All Metro buses purchased in the future should be diesel-electric hybrids rather 

than standard diesel vehicles 

2) City of Cincinnati Fleet Fuel Efficiency ï The City of Cincinnati should commit to increasing the 

number of alternatively fueled vehicles in its fleet as outlined in a "Green Fleet" action plan.  

3) The Cincinnati Streetcar ï The City should construct the proposed Cincinnati Streetcar system, a 

fleet of electric powered streetcars that would operate along a 7.9 mile route between Downtown 

and Uptown. 

4) Expanded City Bus Service ï The City should support a major expansion of city bus service, 

similar to the expansion proposed in the MetroMoves plan 

5) Shared Car Service ï The City should assess the feasibility of attracting a ñshared car serviceò to 

Cincinnati.   

6) Green Locomotives ï The City should support the conversion of existing railroad locomotives to 

ñGensetò locomotives. 

7) Electric Car Dealership ï The City should assist and encourage the establishment of a local 

dealership for plug-in electric cars.  . 

8) Idle Reduction Campaign ï The City should participate in the EPAôs National Idle Reduction 

Campaign and educate the public about the importance of engine idle-reduction practices.  

9) Increase Bicycle Use ï The City should collaborate with regional bicycling advocates in order to 

increase bicycle use as a mode of transportation.   

10) RideShare Programï The City should work with the Ohio-Kentucky-Indiana Regional Council of 

Governments to promote RideShare programs for citizens and workers in Cincinnati.  

                                                           
1 Davis and Hale, 2007. (www.apta.com/research/info/online/document/climate-change.pdf) 

http://www.apta.com/research/info/online/document/climate-change.pdf
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Transportation Task Team Recommendations - Executive Summary (continued) 

 

11) Improved Community Fuel Efficiency ï The City should work with the Cincinnati USA Regional 

Chamber and business associations to initiate diverse fuel efficiency plans in the private sector.  

Additionally, the City should fund an outreach effort geared toward educating the general public 

about improving fuel efficiency and efficient driver behavior.  

12) Complete Streets - The City should ensure adequate funding for the construction, maintenance 

and rehabilitation of ñComplete Streets.ò 

 

LONG TERM - more details on recommendation click on corresponding link. 

13) Regional Light Rail Plan ï The City should support the development of a regional light rail 

system. 

14) Regional Bus Service Expansionï The City should support a major expansion of regional bus 

service, similar to the regional component of the MetroMoves plan.  

15) The Ohio Hub Plan ï The City should support the efforts of the Ohio Rail Development 

Commission (ORDC) to establish rail passenger service between major regional cities.  

 

All of these proposals will contribute to reducing carbon emissions. Some proposals require an on-going 

policy commitment, such as Cincinnati Fleet Fuel Efficiency and Complete Streets. Some proposals such 

as RideShare, Increase Bicycle Use and Green Locomotives could be implemented in the near-term; 

others such as continued work on the Ohio Hub Plan, and the MetroMoves type of expansion plan, are 

longer range endeavors. 
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Energy Task Team Recommendations 

 

1  Residential 

 A.  Calculable Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions 

 B.  Community Outreach/ Education 

 C.  Policy 

1A: Calculable GHG Emissions: The ideas below have been organized from most to least cost effective 

based on the amount of reduction as a ratio to cost (most bang for your buck).  Many of these strategies 

require little capital output from the City but will require getting information out to the public through 

some means, such as mailings or publications.  For more details on recommendation click on 

corresponding link. 

1. Encourage overall home energy efficiency measures, such as, CFLs, smart power strips, 

temperature modifications, etc. 

2. Encourage programmable thermostats, set back temperatures during winter & raising 

temperatures during the summer. 

3. Encourage running clothes washer with cold water only.   

4. Encourage running dishwasher at low energy setting & let dishes air dry instead of using 

heating coil. 

5. Encourage citizens to install insulating blankets on water heaters/ verify water heater is set at 

120 degrees and not higher. 

6.  Encourage Energy Star for residential construction. To earn an Energy Star rating, a home 

must meet guidelines for energy efficiency set by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency. 

These homes are at least 15% more energy efficient than homes built to the 2004 

International Residential Code (IRC), and include additional energy-saving features that 

typically make them 20ï30% more efficient than standard homes. 

7. Make free compact fluorescent light (CFL) bulbs available to low income citizens. Chicagoôs 

Smart Bulb Program has done this by partnering with the Northern Illinois Energy Project 

(NIEP) and Midwest Energy Efficiency Alliance. 

8. Work with existing businesses and lending institutions to create a City administered Green 

Loan program to help pay for energy efficient construction or energy efficient renovation 

(best practice recognized standard). 

9. Encourage renewable energies such as Solar Photovoltaic Electric.  

10. Encourage renewable energies including solar thermal hot water collectors for homes. 

 

1B: Community Outreach & Education: These ideas have been determined by our task team to be a 

non calculable but critical piece of reducing emissions in our City.  The strategies below are prioritized 

from most to least critical.   

1. Offer classes to the public in the new community learning centers at Cincinnati Public Schools.  

Increase education efforts in schools using current infrastructure such as Keep Cincinnati 

Beautiful or the Young Professionals Kitchen Cabinetôs Health and Environment Committee.  

2. The city should sponsor contractor training focused on offering a comprehensive approach to 

home improvement that provides comfort and both energy and cost savings for homeowners 

similar to Boulder. 

http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=bldrs_lenders_raters.nh_IRC
http://www.energystar.gov/index.cfm?c=bldrs_lenders_raters.nh_IRC
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Energy Task Team Recommendations (continued) 

 

3. Create a Volunteer Corps -Chicago Conservation Corp 

http://egov.cityofchicago.org/city/webportal/portalEntityHomeAction.do?BV_SessionID=@@@

@1179468257.1200496514@@@@&BV_EngineID=cccdadeddhfgdmdcefecelldffhdfhl.0&entit

yName=Chicago+Conservation+Corps&entityNameEnumValue=174 here to be called the 

Cincinnati Conservation Corps; Mission of this organization is to "recruit, train,  and support a 

network of volunteers who work together to improve the quality of life in our neighborhoods 

through environmental service projects that protect our water, clean our air, restore our land & 

save energy.ò  

 

1C: Policy: This category introduces the idea of creating regional strategies to reduce green house gas 

emissions that can be adopted by local governments but are not necessarily measurable.  The strategies 

below are prioritized from most to least critical.   

1. Grants for low income residents specifically for energy efficiency similar to Clevelandôs 

program.  

2. Residential Best Practicesï Energy self sufficiency, annual mayorôs climate change best 

practices awards and ceremony for best return on investment. 

3. Expand ñLEED ordinanceò to include a residential retrofit program.  In 2007, Council 

passed an ordinance allowing for property tax exemptions for certain residential, 

commercial, and industrial properties. 

4. Building efficiency disclosures as part of real estate transactions, much the way we put 

vehicle MPG ratings on new car window stickers.  This would allow the market to 

appropriately value energy efficiency in real estate transactions, encouraging developers 

and sellers to invest in energy upgrades. 

5. The city of Cincinnati should develop qualified advocacy/legal/lobbying capabilities to 

ensure strong advocacy of State and Federal policies. 

 

2  Commercial, including Government and Schools, and Industrial   

A.  Calculable Greenhouse Gas (GHG) Emissions 

B.  Community Outreach/ Education 

C.  Policy 

 

2A: Calculable GHG Emissions: The ideas below have been organized from most to least cost effective 

based on the amount of reduction as a ratio to cost (most bang for your buck).  A lot of these strategies 

require little capital output from the City but will require getting information out to the public through 

some means such as mailings or publications.   

1. Identify the Banks as a showcase for sustainable community development and hold a colloquium 

for architects and engineers to make the region home to zero energy buildings; encourage LEED 

(Leadership in Energy and Environmental Design).   

2. School Boards of Education- mandate energy use reductions, i.e. turning out lights at the end of 

the day, turning off computers when not in use.  

3. Expand Mayor Mark Malloryôs Green Cincinnati program to be more aggressive with energy 
efficiency savings goals. In 2007 Mark Mallory set a 4% energy reduction in one year and 10% in 

4 years for City buildings, excluding city utility departments. 

4. Encourage roofs with high Solar Reflectance Indexes (SRI)/ white roofs/ vegetated roofs.  

Chicago offers grants of $5000-$6000 for cool roofs and vegetated roofs.  A cool roof uses 
special materials to reflect the sunôs energy instead of absorbing it and warming the building 

below.   

5. Department of Transportation should install more energy efficient street lighting.  

http://egov.cityofchicago.org/city/webportal/portalEntityHomeAction.do?BV_SessionID=@@@@1179468257.1200496514@@@@&BV_EngineID=cccdadeddhfgdmdcefecelldffhdfhl.0&entityName=Chicago+Conservation+Corps&entityNameEnumValue=174%20
http://egov.cityofchicago.org/city/webportal/portalEntityHomeAction.do?BV_SessionID=@@@@1179468257.1200496514@@@@&BV_EngineID=cccdadeddhfgdmdcefecelldffhdfhl.0&entityName=Chicago+Conservation+Corps&entityNameEnumValue=174%20
http://egov.cityofchicago.org/city/webportal/portalEntityHomeAction.do?BV_SessionID=@@@@1179468257.1200496514@@@@&BV_EngineID=cccdadeddhfgdmdcefecelldffhdfhl.0&entityName=Chicago+Conservation+Corps&entityNameEnumValue=174%20
ordinance%20http:/www.ci.cincinnati.oh.us/cdap/pages/-16940-/
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Energy Task Team Recommendations (continued) 

 

6. Provide vouchers to City employees to ride Metro to work for free. The IRS downtown and in 

Covington have a program where they provide free bus vouchers to employees. Duke has a 

similar program in place. 

7. Update building codes for commercial construction and mandate increased efficiency for lighting, 

insulation, & water use.  

8. Renewable Energies (Solar Thermal Minimum). 

9. Encourage the business sector (Commercial and Industrial) to implement energy efficiency 

measures for their buildings and facilities. 

 

2B: Community Outreach & Education: These ideas have been determined by our task team to be 

a non calculable but critical piece of reducing emissions in our City.  The strategies below are 

prioritized from most to least critical. 

1. Upgrade City of Cincinnatiôs web site to make Environmental Initiatives more obvious. Use these 
as a marketing tool to attract/ retain green industry.  State and Federal programs with links which 

are applicable to our citizens, should be readily available along with Cincinnatiôs 

accomplishments and goals for environmental change 

2. Work with Duke to develop and install residential electric meters that conveniently display both $ 

to date as well as the current $/minute usage so that the occupants can have economically 

quantified cause and effect feedback to curtail consumption. 

3. Encourage local schools to participate in fundraising programs similar to CFLs for Kids.  

http://www.cflsforkids.com/frasqu.html . CFLs for Kids is a fundraising program in which 

children sell CFL lights and other energy efficiency products.   

4. The Green For All campaign, presently active in several U.S. cities, provides job training and 

related services to inmates and other disadvantaged people to prepare them for production 

employment in the new green economy. A similar workforce development program should be 

established in Cincinnati.  
 

2C: Policy: This category introduces the idea of creating regional strategies to reduce green house gas 

emissions that can be adopted by local governments but are not necessarily measurable.  The strategies 

below are prioritized from most to least critical.   

 

1. Business Best Practices: Awards and ceremony, winning criteria limited to best ROI ($, financial 

return on investment) of a project. 

2. Improve coordinating utility cuts and street rehabilitation (new asphalt).  Where possible, 

transform asphalt medians to green medians. 

3. Require all City painting to use non or low Volatile Organic Compound (VOC) paint whenever 

possible by City Ordinance. 

4. Municipal Best Practicesï Energy self sufficiency & annual mayorôs climate change best 

municipal practices awards 

5. Building Department: 

a. Maintain Cincinnatiôs Building Department and educate them on green building/ energy 
efficiency.   Initiate ñgreen permittingò program similar to Chicago to further capture the 

efficiency of sustainable building. 

b. Initiate a program through the Building Department in which design professionals can be 

designated as ñgreen building professionalsò, perhaps using an established program such 

as LEED for certification.  Upon designation of ñgreen building professionalò, they are 

added to a list on the cityôs website.  

 

http://www.cflsforkids.com/frasqu.html
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Energy Task Team Recommendations (continued) 

 

6. Have City cosponsor a model competition with AIA (American Institute of Architects) to 

increase publicity. 

7. Greenlight Districts: In Grand Rapids and Milwaukee, brown fields have been marketed as 

Greenlight Districts, indicating a ñzone where the City gives a ógreen lightô on use of Tax 

Incremental Financing and other economic development tools within the corridor to attract 

businesses, especially ógreenô industries. 

8. Investigate a Carbon Offset Commission whose mission would be to provide high quality local 

carbon offset products for local consumer's dollars that would otherwise fund projects elsewhere, 

similar to Chicagoôs program. 

9. Encourage Duke Energy to reduce the carbon intensity of its generation portfolio. 

10. The City of Cincinnati should develop qualified advocacy/legal/lobbying capabilities to ensure 

strong advocacy of State and Federal policies. 
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Waste Task Team Recommendations 

 

 
The mission of the Waste Task Team is to identify ways to reduce greenhouse gas emissions by 

implementing and expanding waste reduction and recycling programs.  To accomplish this mission, the 

waste task team developed several ideas on how to enhance the Cityôs current curbside recycling program 

to divert additional material from landfills, expand the Cityôs environmentally preferable purchasing, 

encourage commercial and institutional recycling, and develop new programs targeted to reuse programs, 

electronics waste, and food waste composting.   

The programs listed below are ranked in order of priority.  The first six programs mentioned could be 

initiated with the next 2-3 years.  The final two programs require more research and are considered long-

term goals.  

Priorities - For more details on recommendation click on corresponding link. 

1. Cart-based recycling program - Using larger containers could conservatively yield a 25% increase 

in the amount of materials recycled. Residents recycle more material with carts because they have 

a greater capacity and are easier to use than traditional curbside bins.  Through this 

recommendation, households eligible for curbside recycling service would receive a 64 gallon 

wheeled recycling cart, if needed. 

2. Environmentally Preferable Purchasing - Environmentally Preferred Purchasing  refers to the 

practice of procuring goods and services ñéthat have a lesser or reduced effect on human health 

and the environment when compared with competing products or services that serve the same 

purposeéò
2
 As such, buying green offers the potential to reduce GHG emissions.  Through this 

initiative, the City of Cincinnati would encourage green purchasing through all departments. 

3. Commercial Recycling ï Encourage local businesses to initiate paper recycling programs through 

programs such as an educational campaign (with the City leading by example) and providing 

technical assistance to implement business recycling programs. 

4. Reuse Network - Create and/or publicize a Reuse Network that will increase public awareness 

and enable residents and businesses to decrease their landfill disposal.  Through this initiative, the 

City would identify non-profit organizations that accept used materials such as clothing and 

furniture and promote these outlets to residents. 

5. Electronics Recycling - Recycling electronic waste, such as computers and televisions, has a 

positive impact on greenhouse gas emissions. Many avenues exist to increase recycling of 

residential electronic waste in Cincinnati, including holding neighborhood collections and 

promoting the existing Hamilton County collection. 

6. Foodwaste Composting - The overall strategy is to increase awareness of food waste reduction 

and home composting efforts and to facilitate and encourage the building of an effective 

infrastructure to handle food waste composting.  
 

Additional Research Required/Long Term Projects 

 

7. Pay-as-you-throw - A Pay-as-You-Throw program, or PAYT, provides a direct economic 

incentive to residents to reduce their waste. Under PAYT, the City would charge households for 

their waste collection based on the amount of waste they throw away. 

                                                           
2
 USEPA website: http://www.epa.gov/epp/pubs/about/about.htm, accessed 1/24/08 

http://www.epa.gov/epp/pubs/about/about.htm







































































































































































































































































































































































