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SUBJECT: An Emergency Ordinance authorizing the City Manager to enter into a Lease 

Agreement and Sublease Agreement with the Board of County Commissioners of 
Hamilton County, Ohio for property on Woodrow Street, which property is not 
needed for any municipal purpose during the term of the sublease. 

BACKGROUND 

The Metropolitan Sewer District of Greater Cincinnati (MSD) is in the planning stages for the 
implementation of the Wet Weather Improvement Program (WWIP) mandated by the Federal 
Consent Decree entered into by the City of Cincinnati (City) and Hamilton County (County).  As 
part of this planning, the MSD identified a need for additional office space to house 157 of its staff 
as well as 41external consultants. The number and quality of workspaces available on the main MSD 
campus in Lower Price Hill is insufficient and the buildings are functionally obsolete, with deficient 
mechanical, electrical and plumbing systems. The MSD has determined that a new three-story office 
building represents the most cost-efficient solution and has identified property owned by the 
Department of Community Development (DCD) at 1028-1030 Summer Street as the best site for it. 
The property was formerly part of Queen City Barrel and is located north of Gest Street and the 
future MetroWest Commerce Park (MetroWest). 

On November 16, 2007, the City Planning Commission reviewed an informational report regarding 
the proposed office building. Since that time, the County and the City have reached an agreement 
regarding the construction and funding of this building. 

The County will receive 1028-1030 Summer Street as part of a larger exchange of property between 
it and the City. The County will then consolidate 1028-1030 Summer Street with property at 1042 
Summer Street and 1035 Woodrow Street to create the site for the new office building. The County 
and the City determined that the City could construct the building in the most time- and cost-
effective manner through its design-build RFP process. The City will issue bonds for the 
construction costs. In order to do this, the City must lease the property from the County while the 
bonds are being repaid. In turn, the City must sublease the property back to the County to allow the 
MSD to occupy the new office building. The lease and sublease terms specify that the County shall 
lease the property until the lesser of twenty (20) years or the date of the bonds are paid off. As rent, 
the County shall pay the debt service of the bonds (see attached). 

The building shall be designed as a “green” project and will meet at least Leadership in Energy and 
Environmental Design (LEED) Silver standards. If the vegetative roofing system currently under 
consideration is included in the design specifications, the project will achieve LEED Gold standards. 
The total construction costs for this building are currently estimated to be over $10,574, 957. A not-
to-exceed figure of $12.5 million has been established for the construction costs. 

DISCUSSION 

The construction and funding of the proposed office building represents a collaborative effort 
between the County, the MSD, the DCD, City Facility Management and the Department of Finance. 
These efforts will benefit the County, the City, the Lower Price Hill community and MetroWest. The 
development of 1028-1030 Summer Street with a new LEED Silver standard office building will 
help to ensure the success of the $34 million MetroWest project. Since its inception, MetroWest has 
been envisioned as a “green” project with LEED certified buildings. LEED certification is the 
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nationally-recognized standard for measuring building sustainability. It demonstrates that a building 
is environmentally responsible, profitable and a healthy place to live and work. Construction of the 
new office building also furthers the goals of the Lower Price Hill Industrial Urban Renewal Plan 
by redeveloping an existing, vacant industrial site for an office use. 

RECOMMENDATION 

City Planning Department staff recommends that the City Planning Commission approve an 
Emergency Ordinance authorizing the City Manager to enter into a Lease Agreement and Sublease 
Agreement with the Board of County Commissioners of Hamilton County, Ohio for property on 
Woodrow Street, which property is not needed for any municipal purpose during the term of the 
sublease. 

 
Respectfully Submitted,    APPROVED:     
   
 
 
Adrienne Cowden      Charles C. Graves, III, Director 
Senior City Planner     City Planning Department 
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