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Date: March 13, 2009
To:
Board Members, Citizen Complaint Authority


From:

Kenneth E. Glenn, Director, CCA
Subject: 
CCA Investigative Summaries, Board Meeting / May 4, 2009
#1

	Complaint #
	08310

	Complainant(s)
	Darnell Latham

	Involved Officer(s)
	Jason Hubbard and Michael Bell

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Hubbard and Bell:
Excessive Force - Unfounded




Discourtesy - Unfounded

	Board Recommendation
	Approved (6-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Approved


Narrative
Mr. Darnell Latham filed a citizen complaint with the CPD on December 30, 2008.  CCA received the complaint from CPD on December 31, 2008.


Mr. Latham initially alleged Officer Michael Bell (Central Vice) jumped on his back, grabbed and forced his head against the ground prior to placing him under arrest.  The Investigation subsequently revealed that Officer Hubbard (Central Vice) was the primary officer who had the physical contact with Mr. Latham.  This occurred at 222 W. 7th Street.
Summary

Officers Bell and Hubbard responded to a run involving two males breaking into vehicles.  They observed Mr. Latham running and ordered him to stop, but he refused and fled into Elkins alley.  Officer Hubbard ordered Mr. Latham to stop running and to lie on the ground which he complied.  Mr. Latham initially alleged Officer Bell jumped on his back, forced his head against the ground and used profanity towards him.  Officer Bell denied his allegations. Officer Hubbard was the primary officer who had contact with Mr. Latham, but he denied his allegations.  Mr. White verified Officer Hubbard and Bell’s assertions.  The investigator concluded that the alleged misconduct did not occur.

Finding
Excessive Force/Discourtesy-Officers Jason Hubbard and Michael Bell

There are no facts to support that the incident complained actually occurred.  Unfounded  ■


#2

	Complaint #
	09001

	Complainant(s)
	Andre Stokes

	Involved Officer(s)
	William Springer

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Improper Pointing of a Firearm – Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Approved (6-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Approved


Narrative
Mr. Andre Stokes filed a citizen complaint with the CPD on January 1, 2009.  CCA received the complaint on January 2, 2009.

Mr. Stokes stated when Officer William Springer (D-5) knocked on his door and he responded, the officer pointed his firearm directly at him.  This occurred on W. McMicken Avenue.
Summary

Officer Springer stated he responded to a noise complaint, soliciting and drug sale run at 2965 W. McMicken Avenue.  Because Mr. Stokes music was playing loudly, Officer Springer responded to Mr. Stokes’ apartment unit.  He knocked on the door and Mr. Stokes responded.  Mr. Stokes alleged the officer pointed his firearm directly at his face and ordered him to turn down his music.  Officer Springer stated he had his weapon in low ready and not pointed at Mr. Stokes.   He had his weapon drawn because of Mr. Stokes’ aggressive response. The Investigator could not determine if the officer pointed his firearm toward Mr. Stokes.  

Findings

Improper Pointing of Firearm-Officer William Springer

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED  ■


#3

	Complaint #
	09005

	Complainant(s)
	Kenyatta Stewart

	Involved Officer(s)
	John Taulbee and Rebecca Napier

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Taulbee and Napier:
Improper Search - Unfounded

	Board Recommendation
	Approved (6-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Approved


Narrative
Ms. Kenyatta Stewart filed a third party citizen complaint with the CPD on January 9, 2009.  CCA received the complaint from ETS on January 12, 2009.

Ms. Stewart alleged Officers John Taulbee and Rebecca Napier (D-1) improperly searched her daughters’ Toneisha Garnett F/B/10 and Faith F/B/8 Stewart’s book bags.  This incident occurred on 1500 Central Parkway at 5:00 p.m.
Summary
Ms. Stewart, who was not present during this incident, alleged Officers Taulbee and Napier searched her daughters’ book bags.  Officers Taulbee and Napier initiated a traffic stop on Mr. Stewart, who had an active warrant.  Officers Taulbee and Napier detected an odor of marijuana and searched the vehicle. Ms. Stewart alleged Officers Taulbee and Napier searched her daughters’ book bags.  Officer Taulbee and Napier denied the allegation.  The MVR verified the officers’ assertions.  Neither Mr. Stewart nor the juveniles could be contacted.  The Investigator concluded that the alleged misconduct did not occur.
Findings
Improper Search-Officers John Taulbee and Rebecca Napier
There are no facts to support that the incident complained actually occurred. UNFOUNDED ■


#4
	Complaint #
	09011

	Complainant(s)
	Torie Houston

	Involved Officer(s)
	Jason Cotterman, Tyrone Hall and Michael Donald

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Cotterman, Hall, Donald:
Excessive Force - Unfounded

	Board Recommendation
	Approved (6-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Approved


Narrative

Ms. Houston filed a citizen complaint with the CPD on December 13, 2008.  CCA received the complaint on January 16, 2009.  The incident occurred at an address on Williamsburg Road at 9:00 pm.

Ms. Houston alleged Officers Cotterman, Hall and Donald (D-4) punched and kicked her five times.

Summary

Officers Cotterman, Hall and Donald were dispatched to 1303 Williamsburg Road in response to a mental health run.  Ms. Houston submerged herself under water wherein the officers grabbed, removed her from inside of the bathtub and pulled Ms. Houston into the living room.  Ms. Houston alleged Officers Cotterman, Hall and Donald punched and kicked her several times.  The officers denied the allegation.  Ms. Johnson verified the officers’ assertions.  The Investigator concluded the alleged misconduct did not occur.

Findings

Excessive Force-Officers Jason Cotterman, Tyrone Hall and Michael Donald

There are no facts to support that the incident complained actually occurred.  UNFOUNDED  ■


#5
	Complaint #
	09017

	Complainant(s)
	Demarr Evans

	Involved Officer(s)
	Orlando Smith

	CCA Investigator
	David Moonitz

	Director Recommendation
	Excessive Force - Unfounded

	Board Recommendation
	Approved (6-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Approved


Narrative
Mr. Demarr Evans alleged on January 17, 2009, D-4 Officer Orlando Smith threw him through a plate glass window at 926 E. McMillan Street.  He alleged excessive force against Officer Smith.  CCA received CPD’s citizen complaint form from ETS on January 23, 2009.
Summary

Officer Smith observed a group of people loitering around the convenience store at 924 East McMicken Ave.  He approached Mr. Evans on foot and believed he recognized him from a wanted flyer in D-4.  It was confirmed that he was wanted on two warrants through PCS.  Officer Smith had him turn around so he could handcuff him but he ran before the handcuffs were applied.  Officer Smith grabbed him by his outer garment but he pulled away again, hit a plate glass window and went through the window (this was confirmed by Mr. Shields, an independent witness.)  He suffered a lacerated ring finder on his left hand.  He was treated at the scene by CFD EMTs and transported to the Hamilton County Justice Center.  The Investigator concluded that Officer Smith was within CPD’s policies and procedures.
Findings

Officer Orlando Smith-Excessive Force

The investigation determined no facts supported that the incident complained of actually occurred.  UNFOUNDED  ■


#6
	Complaint #
	09020

	Complainant(s)
	Shirley Jones

	Involved Officer(s)
	Specialist Alfred Gober and Derrick Hill

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Gober and Hill:  Use of Force - Exonerated

	Board Recommendation
	Approved (6-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Approved


Narrative
Ms. Shirley Jones filed a citizen complaint with CCA on January 26, 2009.  This incident occurred at 538 Derrick Turnbow, on January 18, 2009.

Ms. Jones alleged Specialist Gober and Officer Hill (D-1) used excessive force when arresting her son Alfonso McKinney.  Ms. Jones was not present during this incident. 
Summary

Ms. Jones filed a complaint on behalf of her son Alfonso McKinney.  Ms. Jones alleged the officers pulled him down the steps and kicked him.  The officers and Ms. Allen-Robinson denied the allegations.  The officers stated Mr. McKinney’s legs did drag the ground because he refused to walk. Ms. Jones also alleged Officer Hill kicked her son.  Officer Hill and Mrs. McKinney stated the officer placed his foot on Mr. McKinney but did not kick him.  Sergeant Scalf was interviewed but did not have any contact with Mr. McKinney.  The Investigator concluded the officers were within CPD policy, procedures, and training. 
Findings
Use of Force- Specialist Gober and Officer Hill

A preponderance of the evidence shows the alleged conduct did occur, but did not violate CPD policies, procedures, or training. EXONERATED ■


#7
	Complaint #
	09021

	Complainant(s)
	Jerome Crawford

	Involved Officer(s)
	Jason Ader

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Excessive Force - Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Approved (6-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Approved


Narrative

Mr. Jerome Crawford filed a Citizen Complaint with the Cincinnati Police Department on September 24, 2008, from an incident that occurred on the same date at 1937 Dana Avenue, approximately 1:16 p.m. The case was referred to CCA on January 26, 2009.
Mr. Crawford alleged Officer Ader ordered his dog to bite him after he surrendered. He further stated the dog bit him, after he was handcuffed.
Summary

Mr. Crawford alleged Officer Ader had his dog engaged him after he surrendered and after he was handcuffed.  Officers Ader, Spurling, and Sergeant Woellert denied Mr. Crawford’s allegations.  The Investigator could not determine if the officer used excessive force. 

Findings

Excessive Force- Officer Jason Ader

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred. NOT SUSTAINED  ■



#8
	Complaint #
	09028

	Complainant(s)
	Joshua Bessey

	Involved Officer(s)
	Specialist David Kennedy

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Use of Force - Exonerated

	Board Recommendation
	Approved (6-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Approved


Narrative

Mr. Joshua Bessey filed a Citizen Complaint with the Cincinnati Police Department on October 1, 2008, from an incident that occurred on the same date, at 0146 hours, at 1530 Dana Avenue.  CCA received the case on February 3, 2009.
Mr. Bessey alleged Specialist David Kennedy ordered his dog to attack after he and B.S. surrendered. 

Summary

Mr. Joshua Bessey alleged Specialist Kennedy released his canine on him and B.S. after they had surrendered.  Specialist Kennedy denied the allegation.  B.S. stated the officer attempted to call his dog off after it engaged him.  The Investigator determined Specialist Kennedy followed CPD policies, procedures and training.

Findings

Use of Force – Specialist David Kennedy

A preponderance of the evidence shows alleged conduct did occur, but did not violate CPD policies, procedures or training.  EXONERATED  ■


#9
	Complaint #
	09035

	Complainant(s)
	Anthony George

	Involved Officer(s)
	Sergeant Michael Williams

	CCA Investigator
	David Moonitz

	Director Recommendation
	Excessive Force - Unfounded

	Board Recommendation
	Approved (6-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Approved


Narrative
Mr. Anthony George alleged on December 19, 2008, that CPD IIS Sergeant Michael Williams, badge # S-604, exercised Excessive Force while affecting his arrest.  Sergeant Williams threw him to the ground and refused to loosen his handcuffs.  The complaint was received by CPD IIS on February 4, 2009, and forwarded to CCA on February 6, 2009. 


Summary
Mr. George stated Sergeant Williams forced him to the ground and was verified by Ms. Ferguson.  Mr. Skaggs reported to Sergeant Williams that Mr. George threatened to shoot him.  The altercation evolved from the driver of a car in which Mr. George was riding was informed by Mr. Skaggs that he could not park in a particular place.  Sergeant Williams stated he approached Mr. George in Madonna’s Bar and Grill and requested he step outside with him.  When confronted with the allegation made by Mr. Skaggs, Mr. George became profane and animated, waving his had close to his face.  Sergeant Williams asked him multiple times to remove his hand from his face but he continued.  Mr. Foster, Ms. Foster, Mr. Brown and Mr. Skaggs verified Sergeant Williams’ account of the incident that the officer did not force Mr. George to the ground. He was arrested and handcuffed for Disorderly Conduct.  Instead of incarcerating him, Sergeant Williams issued a citation and released him.  The investigator concluded Sergeant Williams was within CPD Procedure and the incident as described by Mr. George did not occur.
Findings
Sergeant Michael Williams-Excessive Force

The investigation determined there were no facts to support that the incident complained of actually occurred.  UNFOUNDED  ■
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