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	Interdepartmental
Correspondence Sheet


                                                                                                     
 Date:   November 14, 2008
To:
Board Members, Citizen Complaint Authority


From:

Kenneth E. Glenn, Director, CCA
Subject: 
CCA Investigative Summaries, Board Meeting / November 3, 2008
#1
	Complaint #
	08162

	Complainant(s)
	Kevin Oldham

	Involved Officer(s)
	Barbara Maleski

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Excessive Force – Not Sustained
Discourtesy – Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (6-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


Narrative
Kevin Oldham filed a citizen complaint with the CPD from an incident that occurred on July 10, 2008 and received by CCA on July 11, 2008.

Mr. Oldham alleged Officer Barbara Maleski (D-1) used excessive force and called him the “N” word when she arrested him for improper solicitation.
Summary
Officer Maleski observed Mr. Oldham walking through Gano Alley and stopped him for Improper Solicitation.  She placed Mr. Oldham in handcuffs, searched and escorted him to the cruiser.  The officer advised Mr. Oldham to be careful before he sat inside the cruiser, but Mr. Oldham struck his head against the top of the rear passenger door.  Mr. Oldham alleged the officer forced him against the door and called him the “N” word.  Officer Maleski refuted his allegations.  Mr. Oldham was unable to be located during the investigation.  The Investigator could not determine if Officer Maleski used force to place Mr. Oldham inside the cruiser or if she called him the “N” word.
Findings
Officer Barbara Maleski-Excessive Force/Discourtesy
There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED■




#2
	Complaint #
	08177

	Complainant(s)
	Precilla Ward

	Involved Officer(s)
	Paul Graves

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Use of Force – Exonerated

Collateral Issue – Improper Procedure
(Contact Card) - Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (5-1)

	City Manager Finding
	Agree -
Use of Force – Exonerated

Disagree -
Collateral Issue – Improper 


Procedure (Contact Card) - Sustained

	City Manager Comment:

It is disturbing to read the accounts of this case and accept that the officer's discretion resulted in a tactical take down, knee in back and taser application to a 12 year old girl's neck with school personnel watching over a potential jay-walking charge. The position regarding handcuffs is not an issue nor is the finding regarding the contact card.


Narrative
Ms. Precilla Ward filed a citizen complaint with the Cincinnati Police Department on, July 18, 2008, from an incident that occurred at 200 E. Central Parkway, approximately 12:15 pm.  This case was referred to CCA on July 23, 2008.

Ms. Ward stated Officer Paul Graves forced her daughter Marneshia Williams (12 yr. old) to the ground and placed a knee in her back during her arrest for a pedestrian violation.  Ms. Ward was not present, but believed the officer’s actions were excessive. 

Summary
According to CPD policy, Marneshia actively resisted the officer.  Marneshia denied walking against the walk sign and said she was in the crosswalk when the light changed.  Two teachers witnessed the incident and tried to talk with the officer to prevent the escalation of a minor pedestrian infraction.  According to both teachers, the officer’s action’s escalated a minor infraction that lead to him taking a 12 year old girl to the ground, placing his knee in her back, putting his taser to her neck and subsequently arresting her.  

Findings
Use of Force – Officer Paul Graves

A preponderance of the evidence shows alleged conduct did occur, but did not violate CPD policies, procedures or training.  EXONERATED

Collateral Issue – Improper Procedure (Contact Card) – Officer Paul Graves 
The allegation is supported by sufficient evidence to determine that the incident occurred and the actions of the officer were improper.  SUSTAINED  ■


#3
	Complaint #
	08178

	Complainant(s)
	Richard Lakoduk

	Involved Officer(s)
	Charles Fink

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Unlawful Search (vehicle) - Unfounded

Discrimination - Unfounded

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (6-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


Narrative
Mr. Richard Lakoduk filed a citizen complaint with the Cincinnati Police Department on July 3, 2008, from an incident that occurred at 3800 Beekman, approximately 1:00 am.  This case was referred to CCA on July 25, 2008.

Mr. Lakoduk alleged Officer Fink stopped him stating he was the wrong color in the wrong neighborhood and searched his vehicle.

Summary
Mr. Richard Lakoduk alleged Officer Fink made a discriminatory comment toward him and searched his vehicle. Officer Fink denied this allegation.  The cruiser’s DVR captured the entire stop and it did not reflect Mr. Lakoduk allegations.  The Investigator concluded the allegations did not occur.  

Findings
Unlawful Search (vehicle) and Discrimination – Officer Charles Fink   

There are no facts to support the incident complained of actually occurred.  UNFOUNDED  ■


#4
	Complaint #
	08188

	Complainant(s)
	Keith Pick

	Involved Officer(s)
	Ronnie Hughley

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Excessive Force - Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (6-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


Narrative
Mr. Keith Pick filed a citizen complaint with the Cincinnati Police Department on August 1, 2008, from an incident that occurred at US Bank Arena, approximately 11:00 pm.  This case was referred to CCA on August 4, 2008.




Mr. Pick alleged Officer Ronnie Hugley grabbed him by the throat, choked, and pushed him against a railing.  Mr. Pick believed Officer Hugley’s actions were excessive.   

Summary
Mr. Pick alleged Officer Ronnie Hugley pushed him against the railing, grabbed his throat and choked him.  Officer Hugley denied pushing Mr. Pick against the railing, and choking him.  The officer did admit to grabbing Mr. Pick’s collar, but only when Mr. Pick stopped walking and turned in a confrontational manner toward him.  
He released his grasp when Ms. Wimsatt grabbed Mr. Pick and pulled him down the steps and they left.  The Investigator contacted US Bank Arena Joe Wallach but was unsuccessful in viewing the video and could not determine if the officer’s actions were excessive.  

Findings
Excessive Force- Officer Ronnie Hugley

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED  ■


#5
	Complaint #
	08190

	Complainant(s)
	Doug Brown

	Involved Officer(s)
	Luke Putnick

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Excessive Force - Not Sustained

Improper Search (person/vehicle) - Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (6-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


Narrative
Mr. Doug Brown filed a citizen complaint with the Cincinnati Police Department on December 27, 2007, from an incident that occurred at 1900 Colerain Avenue, approximately 4:00 pm.  This case was referred to CCA on August 8, 2008.  The complaint had been misplaced and was not sent to CCA or IIS in a timely manor.

Mr. Brown alleged Officer Luke Putnick forced him from his vehicle, pushed him against the car searched his person and vehicle without his permission.  Mr. Brown believed Officer Putnick’s actions were improper.     

Summary
Mr. Brown stated Officer Putnick initiated a traffic stop on his vehicle.  Mr. Brown alleged Officer Putnick forced him from his vehicle, pushed him against the car, searched his person and vehicle without his permission.  Officers Putnick and Schofield observed Mr. Brown leaving at a high rate of speed, driving erratically and initiated a traffic stop.  The officers approached, ordered Mr. Brown to exit and he complied.       

Officer Putnick stated at no time did he force Mr. Brown from his vehicle or push him against the vehicle.  

Officer Putnick recalled getting permission to search Mr. Brown but did not recall removing Mr. Brown’s wallet from his pocket. 

Officer Putnick stated he searched the vehicle based on the plain-sight of the drug paraphernalia.  The Investigator could not determine if the actions of the officer were improper and if force was used.      

Officer Putnick stated the MVR was on but has since been erased. 

With this complaint Officer Putnick has reached the threshold of 10 complaints over a three year period.        

Findings
Excessive Force - Officer Luke Putnick

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED 

Improper Search (person, vehicle) - Officer Luke Putnick

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED  ■



#6
	Complaint #
	08198

	Complainant(s)
	Marlen Johnston

	Involved Officer(s)
	Eric Schaible

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Excessive Force – Not Sustained

Improper Procedure (contact card) – Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (6-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


Narrative
Mr. Marlen Johnston filed a citizen complaint with the CPD from an incident that occurred on August 21, 2008, at 712 Wade Street at 3:46 pm.  CCA received the case on August 22, 2008.

Mr. Johnston alleged Officer Eric Schaible (Central Vice) struck his neck during his arrest.
Summary
Officers Schaible, Bell and Weigand received information that Mr. Johnston had open warrants and had turned onto Wade Street.  The officers responded and observed Mr. Johnston exit a van.  After identifying themselves as officers, Mr. Johnston drew his cell phone, removed the back covering and placed something white inside his mouth.  Officers Schaible and Weigand grabbed Mr. Johnston and ordered him to spit what he had inside his mouth which he complied.  Mr. Johnston spat the SIM card from his cell phone and was placed under arrest.  Mr. Johnston alleged Officer Schaible struck the back of his neck. Officers Schaible denied his allegation.  Officers Bell and Weigand verified the officer’s assertion.  Ms. Weathersby did not clarify during her interview if the officer exerted force or simply placed his hand on Mr. Johnston’s neck.  The Investigator could not determine if Officer Schaible used excessive force during the incident. A contact card was not completed of Mr. Johnston.

Findings
Excessive Force-Officer Eric Schaible

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred. NOT SUSTAINED
Improper Procedure (Contact Card)-Officer Eric Schiable

There are sufficient facts to decide the alleged misconduct occurred.  SUSTAINED ■


#7
	Complaint #
	08204

	Complainant(s)
	Andre Woods

	Involved Officer(s)
	Wiley Ross

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Pointing of Firearm - Unfounded

Discourtesy - Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (6-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


Narrative
Mr. Andre Woods filed a citizen complaint with the CPD from an incident that occurred on August 27, 2008, at 940 East McMillan Street at 4:30 pm.  CCA received the case on August 28, 2008.

Mr. Woods alleged Officer Wiley Ross (D-4) pointed what he believed to have been his firearm towards him and threatened he would beat his a**.
Summary

Officer Ross was patrolling the area when he observed “bootleggers” outside of the Kroger store.  He observed Mr. Woods place money inside an expired meter wherein he ordered him to back away from the vehicle.  Officer Ross and Mr. Woods began to quarrel.  He alleged Officer Ross pointed his weapon at him and threatened if he made another comment he would exit his cruiser and “beat his a**.”  The officer refuted his assertions.  Officer Ross admitted he drew his taser, but it was pointed towards the driver side door of the cruiser.  The Investigator concluded Officer Ross did not draw his firearm, but could not determine if he threatened or used profanity towards Mr. Woods.

Findings
Officer Wiley Ross- Pointing of Firearm

There are no facts to support that the incident complained actually occurred.  UNFOUNDED

Officer Wiley Ross-Discourtesy

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED  ■
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