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Correspondence Sheet

City of Cincinnati



Date:   July 8, 2008
To:
Board Members, Citizen Complaint Authority


From:

Kenneth E. Glenn, Director, CCA
Subject: 
CCA Investigative Summaries, Board Meeting / August 4, 2008
#1
	Complaint #
	08096

	Complainant(s)
	Benjamin Hope

	Involved Officer(s)
	Brent Adams and Ronald Kullgren

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Adams:
Excessive Force (choking) -  Not Sustained


Pointing of a Firearm – Exonerated

Kullgren:
Excessive Force (choking) – Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Pending

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative
Mr. Benjamin Hope filed a citizen complaint with the Cincinnati Police Department on April 27, 2008 from an incident that occurred at 1867 Rutland Avenue, approximately 1:25 am in D-2.  The complaint was referred to CCA on April 30, 2008. 

Mr. Hope alleged Officers Bricker and Adams used excessive force, choked and pointed a firearm, during his arrest.

Summary
Mr. Hope alleged Officers Adams and Kullgren used excessive force by choking him. He also alleged Officer Adams improperly pointed his firearm toward him during his arrest.  Officers Adams and Kullgren denied choking Mr. Hope. Officer Adams stated he drew his weapon because his taser was not available and a possibility of Mr. Hope having a weapon. Officer Bricker stated he delivered 3-4 hammer strikes to Mr. Hope’s shoulder to get him to comply in releasing his hands.  CPD’s Use of Force Policy allows an officer to use hard hands if a suspect is actively resisting.  The Investigator concluded Officer Adams complied with CPD policy when he pointed his weapon. Mr. Hope admitted he was intoxicated during this incident and ran when the officers approached.  The Investigator could not determine if Mr. Hope was choked.     
Findings
Excessive Force (choking) – Officers Adams and Kullgren

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED

Pointing of a Firearm –Officer Adams

A preponderance of the evidence shows the alleged conduct did occur, but did not violate CPD policies, procedures or training.  EXONERATED  ■


#2
	Complaint #
	08105

	Complainant(s)
	Bulinda Brooks

	Involved Officer(s)
	Doris Scott

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Discrimination – Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Pending

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative

Bulinda Brooks filed a citizen complaint on behalf of her daughter Nicki Brooks from an incident that occurred on May 8, 2008.  CCA received the case on May 16, 2008.  Ms. Brooks stated Officer Doris Scott (D-4) profiled her because she was operating a Mercedes SUV in a low-income neighborhood.

Summary

Officer Scott stopped Ms. Grier for a traffic violation and advised her to exit the vehicle when she detected an odor of marijuana. Ms. Grier and her vehicle were searched and her vehicle was impounded.  Ms. Grier stated Officer Scott profiled her because of the Mercedes SUV she was operating.  Officer Scott refuted her assertion. 

Findings

Discrimination-Officer Doris Scott

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED ■


#3
	Complaint #
	08112

	Complainant(s)
	Amar Gueye

	Involved Officer(s)
	Kevin Jones 

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Improper Search (Person) – Unfounded

	Board Recommendation
	Pending

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative
Mr. Amar Gueye filed a citizen complaint with CCA on May 14, 2008, from an incident that occurred at 799 E. McMillan St. approximately 4:00 pm, on May 12, 2008.

Mr. Gueye stated Sharon Bryant an employee with the Ohio Check Cashing company called CPD.  Officers Jones and Green responded. Officer Jones searched him including his private area, without his permission.     

Summary
Mr. Gueye alleged Officer Jones searched him without permission.  Mr. Gueye stated Officer Jones searched inside his pockets and his private area.  Officers Jones, Green and Ms. Bryant stated the officer conducted a frisk of Mr. Gueye. Officer Jones stated he observed a small bulge in the rear of Mr. Gueye’s pants and wanted to frisk him for weapons.  The Speco video camera did not capture Officer Jones enter the pockets or search Mr. Gueye.  The Investigator did not find any evidence that indicated a search of Mr. Gueye.

Findings
Improper Search (person) – Officer Kevin Jones 

There are no facts to support the incident complained of actually occurred.  UNFOUNDED■


#4
	Complaint #
	08114

	Complainant(s)
	Marquez McCoy

	Involved Officer(s)
	Mark Longworth, Torry King

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Longworth:
Improper Search (person, body cavity) 


– Not Sustained


Excessive Force (forced against a wall) 


– Not Sustained


Collateral Issue - Improper Procedure (DVR 
consent on vehicle/search) – Sustained

King:
Collateral Issue - Improper Procedure (failure 
to take complaint) - Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Pending

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative
Mr. Marquez McCoy filed a citizen complaint with the Cincinnati Police Department on May 9, 2008, from an incident that occurred at California Ave. and Reading Rd. approximately 9:40 pm on the same date.  This case was referred to CCA on May 20, 2008.

Mr. McCoy alleged Officer Longworth threw him against a wall, handcuffed him and during the search of his person, placed his finger in his rectum and pressed inward causing pain.     

Summary
Mr. McCoy alleged Officer Longworth threw him against a wall and placed his finger inside his rectum causing pain.  Officer Longworth stated he did not throw Mr. McCoy against a wall or place his finger inside Mr. McCoy’s rectum.  The Investigator could not determine if the force occurred or if Officer Longworth placed his finger inside Mr. McCoy’s rectum.  The Investigator did conclude there were no exigent circumstances preventing Officer Longworth from capturing Ms. Thames consent on the MVR or Sergeant King filing Mr. McCoy’s complaint.   Officer Longworth smelled marijuana emitting from inside Ms. Thames’ vehicle and he could search it without consent or a warrant.  He failed to capture the search on the MVR as required by the CPD procedure.


Findings
Improper Search (person, body cavity) – Officer Longworth 

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED
Excessive Force – Officer Longworth (forced against a wall)

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED
Collateral Issue – Improper Procedure (DVR consent on vehicle/search) – Officer Longworth   
The allegation is supported by sufficient evidence to determine that the incident occurred and the actions of the officer were improper.  SUSTAINED
Collateral Issue – Improper Procedure (failure to take complaint) –Sergeant Torry King
The allegation is supported by sufficient evidence to determine that the incident occurred and the actions of the officer were improper.  SUSTAINED  ■


#5
	Complaint #
	08116

	Complainant(s)
	David Maddix

	Involved Officer(s)
	Jerry Kinebrew

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Excessive Force – Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Pending

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative
David Maddix filed a citizen complaint with CPD from an incident that occurred on January 20, 2008 at 35 E. 7th Street.  CCA received the case on May 20, 2008.

Mr. Maddix alleged Sergeant Kinebrew (D-5) forced him onto the ground causing him to strike his head onto the concrete.

Summary
Sergeant Kinebrew was working an off-duty detail at the Lodge Bar when Mr. Maddix refused to leave the bar at the manager’s request. He attempted to escort Mr. Maddix outside, but he flailed his arms towards the officer.  Sergeant Kinebrew grabbed him by his coat, escorted him outside and applied a balance displacement technique to force Mr. Maddix onto the hood of a car.  He handcuffed and placed Mr. Maddix inside a cruiser.  Mr. Maddix stated Officer Kinebrew forced him onto the ground and he hit his head on the concrete.  Officers Kinebrew and Mr. Derouax refuted his assertion.   The Investigator concluded there was not enough evidence to determine if the incident occurred or not.

Findings
Excessive Force - Sergeant Jerry Kinebrew

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED  ■


#6
	Complaint #
	08127

	Complainant(s)
	Discharge of a Firearm

	Involved Officer(s)
	Andre Smith

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Exonerated

	Board Recommendation
	Pending

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative
On June 4, 2008, Sergeant Andre Smith (D-2) responded to a pit bull dog chasing children report at the Ashland and Burdette intersection.  Upon arrival a pit bull dog charged toward Sergeant Smith and he discharged his firearm twice striking the dog once in the right side of his leg.  CCA was notified of the shooting and was on scene on June 4, 2008.

Summary
Sergeant Smith responded to a pit bull complaint where he observed two untamed pit-bull dogs.  He exited his cruiser and one of the dogs charged towards him.  Sergeant Smith deployed his taser which did not hit its’ target.  He transitioned to his firearm, discharged two rounds striking the dog once in his right leg area.  A supervisor was notified and SPCA removed both of the dogs.  The backdrop behind the dog did not cause a threat to humans.  The Investigator concluded Sergeant Smith was within CPD policy when he discharged his weapon.

Findings

Discharge of a Firearm-Sergeant Andre Smith

A preponderance of the evidence shows alleged conduct did occur but did not violate CPD policies, procedures or training.  EXONERATED  ■


#7
	Complaint #
	08133

	Complainant(s)
	Steven Thomas

	Involved Officer(s)
	Jose Laboy

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Discrimination - Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Pending

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative
Steven Thomas filed a citizen complaint with the CPD from an incident that occurred on June 9, 2008.  CCA received the case on June 11, 2008.

Mr. Thomas stated Officer Laboy profiled him because of his race and the type of vehicle he was operating.


Summary

Officer Laboy stopped Mr. Thomas for driving under a license suspension wherein Mr. Thomas disagreed.  Officer Laboy acknowledged Mr. Thomas had a valid Kentucky license, but his Ohio license plates registered to his past expired Ohio license. Officer Laboy apologized to Mr. Thomas and left.  Mr. Thomas alleged Officer Laboy profiled him prior to the traffic stop, but the officer refuted his assertion.  The Investigator could not determine if Officer Laboy committed an act of profiling when he stopped Mr. Thomas.
Findings

Discrimination-Officer Jose Laboy

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred. NOT SUSTAINED  ■
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