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Interdepartmental

Correspondence Sheet

City of Cincinnati
                                                                                                     


Date:   May 13, 2008
To:
Board Members, Citizen Complaint Authority


From:

Kenneth E. Glenn, Director, CCA
Subject: 
CCA Investigative Summaries, Board Meeting / June 2, 2008
#1
	Complaint #
	08006

	Complainant(s)
	Death In Custody

	Involved Officer(s)
	Dewayne McMenama and Andrew Mitchell

	CCA Investigator
	David Moonitz

	Director Recommendation
	Dewayne McMenama:
Death in custody – Exonerated

Andrew Mitchell:

Death in custody – Exonerated

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (5-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative

CCA Director Kenneth Glenn was notified by CPD PCS, approximately 2:00 A. M., January 7, 2008, that Sedric Massey, Jr., male/black, 14 years of age, expired while he was being processed into the Hamilton County Juvenile Detention Center.  Mr. Massey was arrested at 2220 hours, January 6, 2008, and transported to the Center by CPD D-3 Officers Dewayne McMenama, badge # P-892 and Andrew Mitchell, badge # P-894, on January 6, 2008.

Summary

Officers McMenama and Mitchell stopped Mr. Massey and other juveniles relative to a CPD PCS broadcast regarding an assault.  Mr. Massey was arrested for curfew violation and trafficking in drugs.  Officer McMenema searched Mr. Massey incidental to the arrest and was found in possession of several hundred dollars in U. S. currency and a quantity of drugs.  He and another juvenile were transported to the Hamilton County Juvenile Detention Center.  After the Juvenile Center intake personnel took custody of them the officers were alerted to a commotion outside of the holding cell involving Mr. Massey and an intake worker who were engaged in a physical confrontation.  Both officers responded and physically subdued Mr. Massey, who had vomited while in the holding cell, picked up a plastic baggie, placed it in his mouth and was attempting to swallow it.  Officer Mitchell was able to retrieve the baggie from Mr. Massey’s mouth.  The baggie was empty but contained what appeared to be blood and vomit on it.  Also, there was a hole in the baggie.  He was walked to another area, at which time a CFD ambulance arrived and took him to Children’s Hospital.  He was pronounced dead at 0057 hours, January 7, 2008, by Dr. Wendy Pamerance.  The Hamilton County Coroner ruled the death was caused from cocaine overdose. 
Findings

Officers Dewayne McMenama and Andrew Mitchell-Death in Custody

A preponderance of evidence shows the alleged incident occurred but did not violate CPD policies, procedures or training.  EXONERATED ■


#2
	Complaint #
	08047

	Complainant(s)
	Jerron Campbell

	Involved Officer(s)
	Luke Putnick

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Excessive Force – Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (5-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative

Mr. Jerron Campbell filed a citizen complaint with the CCA on February 15, 2008, from an incident that occurred on February 13, 2008, at 5: 00 pm at 14th Vine Street.  Mr. Campbell stated Officer Putnick (D-1) forced him onto the ground and maced him.

Summary
Mr. Campbell observed Officer Putnick in his cruiser and fled. The officer initiated a foot pursuit, apprehended Mr. Campbell and forced him onto the ground.  Mr. Campbell stated Officer Putnick pushed his face against the pavement when attempting to arrest him and he was maced.  Officer Putnick stated he did not push his face against the pavement.   Mr. Campbell had open warrants, fled after ignoring several commands to stop and attempted to swallow contraband. CPD policy and procedure permits officers to use chemical irritant to prevent a person from ingesting drugs or contraband.  The allegation of Mr. Campbell’s face being pushed onto the ground or if it would had been excessive could not be determined.      

Findings

Excessive Force-Officer Luke Putnick

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED  ■



#3
	Complaint #
	08058

	Complainant(s)
	Lashanda Thompson

	Involved Officer(s)
	Jarrod Cotton

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Excessive Force – Unfounded 

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (5-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative
Ms. Lashanda Thompson filed a citizen complaint with the Cincinnati Police Department on February 29, 2008 from an incident that occurred at 7001 Reading Road, approximately 5:16pm in D-4.  The complaint was referred to CCA on March 3, 2008. 

Ms. Thompson alleged Officer Cotton grabbed her arm and removed her from the bus and forced her to the ground.  

Summary
Ms. Thompson alleged Officer Cotton entered the bus and ordered her to exit, grabbed her arm, ripped her jacket, snatched her phone, placed it in her purse, ordered her to give him the other arm and advised her she was going to jail.  The officer threw her food away and forced her to the ground.  Officer Cotton denied the allegations.  Ms. Thompson’s story changed during the course of her interview with the Sergeant. She stated she did not fall to the ground but caught herself before she fell.  When questioned by Officer Cotton if he forced her to the ground, she stated no. The video from the bus did not show Officer Cotton grab Ms. Thompson’s arm but showed her exiting on her own accord.  The Investigator found no evidence force was used.  

Findings
Excessive Force – Officer Jarrod Cotton
There are no facts to support the incident complained of actually occurred.  UNFOUNDED   ■


#4
	Complaint #
	08063

	Complainant(s)
	Jesse Carradine

	Involved Officer(s)
	Gerald Knight and Michael Brogan

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Gerald Knight:
Unlawful Search (vehicle) – Sustained 



Improper Procedure (consent of 



MVR) – Sustained

Michael Brogan:
Improper Procedure (MVR not on) – 


Sustained  

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (5-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative

Mr. Jesse Carradine filed a citizen complaint with the Cincinnati Police Department on March 14, 2008. This complaint was referred to CCA on March 17, 2008.

Mr. Carradine alleged Officers Knight and Greene improperly searched his vehicle after he refused permission.  A canine unit was called and the dog did not indicate a hit on his vehicle having drugs, the officers searched it anyway.  This occurred at 2600 W. McMicken Ave., approximately 6:11 p.m.    

Summary

Mr. Carradine alleged Officer Knight searched his vehicle without permission. A canine unit responded and the dog did not indicate a hit on his vehicle.  Officer Knight searched the vehicle anyway.  Officers Knight and Greene stated Mr. Carradine refused at first, but gave consent to search his vehicle as the dog almost completed his walk around the vehicle.  The investigator concluded Officer Knight had an opportunity to prove consent was given by capturing it on Officer Brogan’s MVR, as there were no exigent circumstances preventing him from doing so.  Secondly, there was no reason for Officer Brogan not to have his MVR activated and there was nothing making it impractical to do so. Officer Knight gave his reason for a traffic stop was the registration of the vehicle.  He was made aware before the canine unit conducted a walk around the vehicle that it was a BMV mistake.  The officer further stated he believed drug activity was occurring because of Mr. Carradine’s quick in and out of the business.  Mr. Carradine made the officers aware he owned the business.  The officer indicated he believed Mr. Carradine was acting animated and believed these factors indicated suspicious activity.  The officer continued his insistence to search the vehicle when all the suspicious activity was explained and there was no reason to continue to detain Mr. Carradine further.

Findings

Unlawful Search (vehicle) – Officer Knight

The allegation is supported by sufficient evidence to determine that the incident occurred and the actions of the officer were improper.  SUSTAINED
Collateral Issue- Improper Procedure (Consent on MVR) – Officer Knight 

The allegation is supported by sufficient evidence to determine that the incident occurred and the actions of the officer were improper.  SUSTAINED

Collateral Issue – Improper Procedure (MVR not on) – Officer Brogan 

The allegation is supported by sufficient evidence to determine that the incident occurred and the actions of the officer were improper.  SUSTAINED  ■


#5
	Complaint #
	08065

	Complainant(s)
	Shots Fired

	Involved Officer(s)
	Scott Duncan

	CCA Investigator
	David Moonitz

	Director Recommendation
	Improper Discharge of a Firearm – Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (5-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative

On March 20, 2008, CCA was notified through CPD PCS that Police Specialist Scott Duncan, badge # PS-206, discharged his departmental issued firearm in the vicinity of 13th Street and Broadway after responding to the area relative to a shots fired dispatch.  Chief Investigator Pychewicz responded to the scene.
Summary

Specialist Duncan was attempting to reach through the driver’s side window of the CPD vehicle, weapon in his hand, in preparation to engage what he perceived as a threat approaching him.  The lower part of his palm struck the top of the car window, causing the weapon to unintentionally discharge.  Specialist Duncan was careless in handling of the weapon.
Findings

Specialist Scott Duncan-Improper Discharge of a Firearm

The allegation is supported by sufficient evidence to determine that the weapon was discharged and handled in a careless manner. SUSTAINED  ■


#6
	Complaint #
	08068

	Complainant(s)
	Jeffrey Lobes

	Involved Officer(s)
	Paul Smith

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Excessive Force – Unfounded 

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (5-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative

Mr. Jeffrey Lobes filed a citizen complaint with CCA on March 27, 2008, from an incident that occurred on November 9, 2007, at 205 W. McMillan Street.

Mr. Lobes grabbed a Budweiser cardboard sign from Jennifer Hanson (Mac’s Pizzeria employee) and ran.  Officers Morrissey and Smith (D-5) did not identify themselves as officers and tased him without warning.  Mr. Lobes stated the force was excessive.

Summary

Mr. Lobes fled westbound on W. McMillan Street after stealing a Budweiser sign from Mrs. Hanson.  Officers Morrissey and Smith identified themselves as officers and advised Mr. Lobes to stop running.  Mr. Lobes failed to comply and Officer Smith deployed his taser, striking him on the left side of his face and left thigh area.  He was arrested and transported to University Hospital for treatment.  Mr. Lobes alleged the officers failed to identify themselves as officers and tased him without warning.  His allegation was contested by the officers, Mr. May and Mr. Sebastian.  Mr. Lobes was given multiple warnings to stop running after committing an act of theft, but he ignored all commands.  
Although force was used by the tasing, it was within policy and not excessive.
Findings

Excessive Force-Officers Paul Smith

There are no facts to support that the incident complained actually occurred.  UNFOUNDED  ■
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