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 Date:   March 24, 2008
To:
Board Members, Citizen Complaint Authority


From:

Kenneth E. Glenn, Director, CCA
Subject: 
CCA Investigative Summaries, Board Meeting / April 7, 2008
#1
	Complaint #
	07314

	Complainant(s)
	Lataska Hill

	Involved Officer(s)
	Brian Greene and Collen Deegan

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Brian Green:
Excessive Force – Not Sustained

Discourtesy – Not Sustained


Improper Procedure – Sustained 
Collen Deegan: 
Excessive Force – Not Sustained

Unlawful Search – Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


Narrative

Ms. Hill filed a citizen complaint with the CCA on December 10, 2007, from an incident that occurred on December 9, 2007.  
Ms. Hill alleged Officers Green and Deegan (Central Vice) pushed her against a wall, searched her without permission and used profanity towards her.

Summary 

Ms. Hill stated she was walking home when Central Vice Officers Greene and Deegan approached her.  The officers pushed her against a wall, searched her without permission and used profanity towards her.  Ms. Hill’s allegation of force was disputed by the officers.  Her allegation of discourtesy was disputed by Officer Deegan, but Officer Greene did not know if he or any other officer used profanity.  Officer Deegan searched Ms. Hill with her consent.  A contact card was not completed.

Findings 

Excessive Force-Officers Brian Greene, Collen Deegan

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred, therefore, NOT SUSTAINED.
Discourtesy-Officer Brian Greene

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred, therefore, NOT SUSTAINED.
Unlawful Search-Officer Collen Deegan

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred, therefore, NOT SUSTAINED.
Collateral Issue (Improper Procedure-Contact Card)-Officer Brian Greene

There is sufficient evidence to determine the misconduct occurred and the actions of the officer were improper, therefore, SUSTAINED ■


#2
	Complaint #
	07326

	Complainant(s)
	Jessica Osterman

	Involved Officer(s)
	Steven Alexander, Eric Hill, Merlin Murrell, and Kevin Butler

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Steven Alexander:
Excessive Force – Not Sustained

Eric Hill:

Use of Force – Exonerated

Merlin Murrell:

Use of Force – Exonerated

Kevin Butler:

Use of Force – Exonerated 

	Board Recommendation
	Agree

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


Narrative
Jessica Osterman filed a Citizen Complaint with the Cincinnati Police Department on December 27, 2007, from an incident that occurred at 3355 Parkcrest Lane #13 in D-3, approximately 6:33 pm on December 24, 2007.  This complaint was referred to CCA on December 27, 2007.

Ms. Osterman alleged Officer Steven Alexander pushed her out the door of her apartment resulting in her falling and injuring her right knee.   She alleged Officers Eric Hill, Merlin Murrell and Kevin Butler used excessive force on her brother John when he was tased by the officers. 

Summary
Ms. Osterman alleged Officer Alexander pushed her out of the apartment for no reason causing her to hit her head on the doorframe and re-injuring her knee.  Officer Alexander stated he pushed her out of the apartment but did not push her into the doorframe or injury her knee.  He kept her from entering for safety reasons.  Officers Hill (MHRT), Murrell and Butler stated they tased Mr. Alexander for failing to comply and his acts of violence. 
Findings
Excessive Force (Jessica Osterman) – Officer Steven Alexander

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED.
Use of Force (John Osterman) – Officers Hill, Murrell and Butler

A preponderance of the evidence shows alleged conduct did occur but did not violate CPD policies, procedures or training.   EXONERATED.  ■



#3
	Complaint #
	08009


	Complainant(s)
	Danielle Crooks

	Involved Officer(s)
	Charles Utley

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Pointing of a Firearm – Exonerated 

	Board Recommendation
	Agree

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


Narrative

Ms. Crooks filed a citizen complaint with the CPD on December 21, 2007 from an incident that occurred on the same date.  CCA received the case on January 11, 2008.

Ms. Crooks stated Officer Charles Utley (D2) ordered her out of her vehicle at gun point.  He pointed his weapon at her, her child and Mr. Palmore.
Summary

Officer Utley with his firearm drawn and pointed in the direction of the vehicle, initiated a felony traffic stop and ordered Ms. Crooks out of the vehicle.  She followed all commands and was taken into custody.  Mr. Palmore, who came from across the street approached and removed his daughter from the vehicle after receiving several commands not to do so.  Officer Utley ordered him to the ground at taser point.  Mr. Palmore complied and was taken into custody without further incident.  Ms. Crooks alleged Officer Utley pointed his weapon at her child, herself and Mr. Palmore.  Officer Utley and Mr. Osika refuted her allegation.  The MVR verified Officer Utley followed the correct tactics in a high-risk traffic stop, but did not capture his firearm being pointed.  In the Ohio Peace Officer Training Academy training officers are permitted to point their firearm if they perceive the subject as a threat.
Findings

Pointing of Firearm-Officer Charles Utley

A preponderance of the evidence shows alleged conduct did occur but did not violate CPD policies, procedures or training, therefore, EXONERATED.  ■



#4
	Complaint #
	08016

	Complainant(s)
	Jeffrey McMahon

	Involved Officer(s)
	Eric Schaible

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Excessive Force – Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


Narrative
Jeffrey McMahon filed a citizen complaint with the Cincinnati Police Department on January 16, 2008, from an incident that occurred at 2831 Breezeyway Street, D-5, approximately 11:59 pm.  This complaint was referred to CCA on January 17, 2008.

Mr. Jeffrey McMahon alleged Officer Schaible stepped on his head twice.

Summary

Mr. Jeffrey McMahon alleged Officer Schaible stepped on his head twice. Officers Wloszek and Schaible denied stepping on Mr. McMahon head.  This investigator could not prove or disprove Mr. McMahon’s allegation.
Findings
Excessive Force- Officer Eric Schaible

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED.  ■



#5
	Complaint #
	08017

	Complainant(s)
	Kevin Sherman

	Involved Officer(s)
	James Lucas and James Crowley

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	James Lucas:
Discrimination – Not Sustained

James Crowley:
Discrimination – Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


Narrative
Kevin Sherman filed a citizen complaint with the Cincinnati Police Department on January 12, 2008, from an incident that occurred at 1800 Vine Street Alford Motors, D-4, approximately 12:00 pm.  This complaint was referred to CCA on January 17, 2008.

Kevin Sherman alleged while he was assisting Mr. Lafevers removing his belongings from the vehicle, Officer Lucas stated “Black people get on my nerves.”   Mr. Daniel Lafevers alleged when he removed his belongings from his vehicle Officer Crowley stated “I can’t stand black people.”  

Summary
Kevin Sherman alleged Officer Lucas stated, “Black people get on my nerves” and Daniel Lafevers alleged Officer Crowley stated, “I can’t stand black people.”  Both officers denied making these comments, there were no independent witnesses because Mr. Frederick and Mr. Alford knew Officer Lucas.  

Findings
Discrimination- Officers Lucas and Crowley

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred. NOT SUSTAINED.



#6
	Complaint #
	08040

	Complainant(s)
	Brandon Harris

	Involved Officer(s)
	Rasheen Jennings and Tammy Hussels

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Rasheen Jennings:
Excessive Force – Unfounded

Tammy Hussels:
Excessive Force – Unfounded 

	Board Recommendation
	Agree

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


Narrative

Mr. Harris filed a citizen complaint with the CCA on February 13, 2008 from an incident that occurred on February 1, 2008, at 8:30 pm.

Mr. Harris was stopped for a pedestrian violation and questioned by Officers Tammy Hussels and Rasheen Jennings (D-1).  He ran from the officers and was tased.  Mr. Harris stated a witness informed him several officers punched and kicked him as he lay unconscious.  He stated the force was excessive.

Summary

After being stopped and questioned for a pedestrian violation, Mr. Harris ran from Officers Jennings and Hussels.  Officer Jennings gave chase and tased Mr. Harris causing him to fall onto the ground.  Mr. Harris stated he was informed by an independent witness that several officers punched and kicked him as he lay unconscious.  Mr. Harris’s allegation was refuted by Officers Jennings, Hussels, Mr. Lanier and Ms. Bowen, both independent witnesses.  Although force was used by the tasing, it was not excessive and was within policy.

Findings

Excessive Force-Officers Rasheen Jennings and Tammy Hussels

There are no facts to support that the incident complained actually occurred, therefore, UNFOUNDED.  ■



	Complaint #
	08044

	Complainant(s)
	Elmore Morris

	Involved Officer(s)
	Kevin Butler, Corey Bonner and Robert Perry

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Kevin Butler:
Excessive Force – Not Sustained

Corey Bonner:
Excessive Force – Not Sustained

Robert Perry: 
Excessive Force – Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


#7

Narrative

Mr. Elmore Morris filed a citizen complaint with the CPD on February 9, 2008, from an incident that occurred on the same date.  CCA received the case on February 21, 2008.

Mr. Morris alleged Officers Kevin Butler, Robert Perry and Corey Bonner (Violent Crime Task Force) forced him onto the ground and punched him in the back of the head after believing he ingested contraband.  Mr. Morris believed the force was excessive.

Summary

Officers Butler, Perry and Bonner observed Mr. Morris on Whetsel Avenue holding what appeared as contraband in his hands.  As the officers approached Mr. Morris, he placed something into his mouth.  Officer Butler used a balance displacement technique to prevent futher ingestion, but he had already swallowed it.   He was handcuffed without further incident.  Mr. Morris stated the officers punched him in the back of the head while arresting him.  Officers Butler, Perry and Bonner refuted his assertion.

Findings

Excessive Force-Officers Kevin Butler, Corey Bonner and Robert Perry

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred, therefore, NOT SUSTAINED ■
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