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Interdepartmental

Correspondence Sheet

City of Cincinnati
Date: February 4, 2008
To:
Board Members, Citizen Complaint Authority


From:

Kenneth E. Glenn, Director, CCA
Subject: 
CCA Investigative Summaries, Board Meeting / February 11, 2008
#1
	Complaint #
	07267

	Complainant(s)
	Carlos Gray

	Involved Officer(s)
	James Matthews

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Discourtesy - Sustained 
Unlawful Search (vehicle) - Exonerated

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (5-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative

Mr. Carlos Gray filed a complaint with the Citizen Complaint Authority on October 19, 2007, from an incident that occurred on September 20, 2007.  

Mr. Gray and his co-workers Rodney Lamb and Michael Bailey were stopped by Officer James Matthews (D-3) on Boudinot Avenue.  Mr. Gray stated the officer searched his vehicle without his permission.

Summary 

Officer Matthews stopped Mr. Gray’s vehicle for a cracked windshield.  The officer conducted a search of Mr. Lamb’s vehicle.   Officer Matthews issued Mr. Gray a cracked windshield citation and left.  Mr. Gray and Mr. Bailey stated the officer was discourteous to them during the traffic stop.  Officer Matthews did not dispute this allegation.

Conclusions

The Investigator concluded the search of the vehicle was conducted for officer’s safety and statements he made were discourteous.
Findings 

Discourtesy-Officer James Matthews

There is sufficient evidence to determine the incident occurred and the actions of the officer were improper.  SUSTAINED

Unlawful Search (vehicle) -Officer James Matthews

A preponderance of the evidence revealed that the alleged conduct did occur but did not violate CPD policies, procedures or training.  EXONERATED■  


#2

	Complaint #
	07273

	Complainant(s)
	Robert McCrary

	Involved Officer(s)
	Maurice O’Brien

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Excessive - Unfounded

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (5-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative

Robert McCrary filed a citizen complaint with CCA on October 24, 2007, from an incident that occurred on October 23, 2007, approximately at 4:30pm in the Kroger parking lot.  

Officer O’Brien advised Mr. McCrary to leave the store.  Mr. McCrary advised his wife not to speak to the officer.  The officer approached for no apparent reason and pushed Mr. McCrary almost causing him to fall.

Summary

Mr. McCrary alleged Officer O’Brien pushed him for no reason almost causing him to fall backwards.  Officer McCrary disputed the allegation. Mr. Woods, an unbiased witness said the officer pushed Mr. McCrary when he was to close to the officer and appeared that he was going to attack the officer.

Findings

Excessive Force-Officer Maurice O’Brien

There are no facts to support that the incident complained of actually occurred.  UNFOUNDED  ■


#3

	Complaint #
	07279

	Complainant(s)
	Kevin Ellis

	Involved Officer(s)
	James Mitchell

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Discourtesy - Sustained 

Excessive Force - Sustained 

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (5-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative

Mr. Kevin Ellis filed a citizen complaint with the CPD from an incident that occurred on October 29, 2007.  CCA received the case on October 29, 2007.

Mr. Ellis alleged Officer Mitchell boarded his tailgating bus, used profane language and punched him in the face as he sat in his seat. 

Summary 

Mr. Ellis and his friends were on a tailgating bus when Officer Mitchell boarded the bus and called the group a******s for breaking a window at Longworth Hall.  Mr. Ellis responded by calling the officer an a*****e.  Officer Mitchell punched him in the face.  Mr. Ellis stated he was sitting in his seat when the officer punched him. His assertion was corroborated by several witnesses, but disputed by Officer Mitchell.  Sergeant Damico stated Mr. Ellis appeared to be intoxicated but was not arrested.

Conclusion

The investigator concluded from statements of Mr. Ellis and multiple witnesses that the officer’s actions were improper and unnecessary.  He boarded a bus with unknown subjects and initiated force that was unprovoked.

Findings 
Discourtesy-Officer James Mitchell

There are sufficient facts to decide the alleged misconduct occurred, therefore, the allegation of Discourtesy, SUSTAINED
Excessive Force-Officer James Mitchell

There are sufficient facts to decide the alleged misconduct occurred, therefore, the allegation of Excessive Force, SUSTAINED  ■


#4
	Complaint #
	07280

	Complainant(s)
	Ronell Bolden

	Involved Officer(s)
	Duanyel Taylor

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Excessive Force - Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (5-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative

Ms. Bolden filed a citizen complaint with the CPD on November 1, 2007 from an incident that occurred the same date.  CCA received the case on November 2, 2007.

Ms. Bolden alleged Officer Duanyel Taylor (D-4) arrested and transported her to the Hamilton County Justice Center.  He removed her from his vehicle, forced her onto the ground causing her to sustain head injuries.

Summary 

Ms. Bolden stated upon arrival at the Hamilton County Justice Center Sally Port, Officer Taylor removed her from the vehicle and forced her to the ground causing her to sustain a head injury.  Officer Taylor disputed her allegation.  Deputy Wilson stated he did not observe what caused Ms. Bolden to fall onto the ground.

Findings 

Excessive Force-Officer Duanyel Taylor

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred, therefore.

NOT SUSTAINED  ■


#5
	Complaint #
	07282

	Complainant(s)
	Jabrie Wright

	Involved Officer(s)
	Thomas Haas

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Unlawful Search – Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (5-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative

Jabrie Wright filed a Citizen Complaint with Cincinnati Police Department on November 4, 2007, from an incident that occurred at 1531 Chase Ave. D-5.  This complaint was referred to CCA on November 5, 2007.

Jabrie Wright alleged Officer Thomas Haas improperly searched him and Courtney Swann during a pedestrian stop at 1531 Chase Avenue.  

Summary

Jabrie Wright stated Officer Haas improperly conducted a search of him and Courtney Swann.  Officer Haas stated he observed Jabrie and Courtney conducting a hand to hand drug transaction.  He conducted a “Terry” stop and frisked them when they would not remove their hands from their coat pockets. Officer Haas stated he did not search Jabrie or Courtney.
  

Findings

Unlawful Search-Officer Thomas Haas 

CCA Investigator has concluded there were insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.   NOT SUSTAINED  ■



#6
	Complaint #
	07286

	Complainant(s)
	Aaron Miller

	Involved Officer(s)
	Robert Grisby

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Excessive Force - Not Sustained

Collateral Issue Improper Procedure (Failure to warn) -Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (4-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative

Aaron Miller filed a citizen complaint with CCA on November 7, 2007 from an incident that occurred on June 3, 2007 at 1:30 am.  

Mr. Miller stated he was tased without warning by Officer Robert Grisby (D-1).  Officer Grisby was working a uniform off-duty detail on the date of this incident.

Summary 

Mr. Miller was advised to leave Guido’s establishment by Mr. Cole, Mr. Williams and Officer Grisby.  He complied, but continued to use profanity.  Officer Grisby tased him without warning and placed him under arrest.  Ms. Brubach validated Mr. Miller’s assertion, but was disputed by Officer Grisby.  

Findings 
Excessive Force-Officer Robert Grisby

There are insufficient facts to determine whether the misconduct occurred and the actions of the officer were improper.  NOT SUSTAINED

Collateral Issue Improper Procedure (Failure to warn)-Officer Robert Grisby

There are insufficient facts to determine whether the misconduct occurred and the actions of the officer were improper.  NOT SUSTAINED    ■


#7
	Complaint #
	07287

	Complainant(s)
	Bethany Ricker and Brandon Smith

	Involved Officer(s)
	Darris Sneed and Barry Beasley

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Darris Sneed:
Unlawful Search - Not Sustained

Barry Beasley: 
Unlawful Search - Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (4-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative

Bethany Ricker and Brandon Smith filed a Citizen Complaint with CCA on November 8, 2007, from an incident that occurred at 2719 Erlene Dr. Apt.’s #1006 and #1009. 

Ms. Ricker and Mr. Smith alleged Officers Sneed and Beasley searched their apartments without permission.  They stated Mr. Smith was advised he had an active warrant and was handcuffed without provocation.    

Summary

Officers Sneed and Beasley were accused of entering two residences without permission, handcuffed and detained Mr. Smith for a warrant.  The officers denied the allegations stating they had permission to enter the apartments and did not conduct a search. 

Findings

Unlawful Search-Officers Darris Sneed and Barry Beasley

There were insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED  ■


#8
	Complaint #
	07290

	Complainant(s)
	Tasha Mills

	Involved Officer(s)
	Daniel Brockmann, Stephanie Glueck, Eric Kohler

	CCA Investigator
	David Moonitz

	Director Recommendation
	Daniel Brockmann:
Unlawful Search – Sustained




Unlawful Entry – Sustained

Stephanie Glueck:
Unlawful Search – Sustained 




Unlawful Entry – Sustained 

Eric Kohler:

Discourtesy – Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (5-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative

On November 14, 2007, Ms. Tasha Mills alleged on November 10, 2007, CPD Officers entered her residence and conducted a search of her residence at 1128 Rosemont Avenue, 2nd floor, without her permission or a warrant.  On November 11, 2007, when she went to District 3 to file a complaint, Officer Kohler was discourteous toward her.
Summary
There were two CADs for 11/10/07.  The first was a noise complaint at 1842 hours, to which Officers Broering and Bischoff responded.  The CAD reflected the complainant was gone upon arrival and they left.  The second was a disorderly person run at 2006 hours, to which Officers Brockmann and (Ball) Glueck responded.  Upon conversing with the property owner, Officers Brockmann and Glueck entered Ms. Mills’ apartment without her permission, and conducted a search.  


Conclusions

The officers’ actions following contact with Ms. St. Clair, Mr. St. Clair and Ms. Lucas concerned a civil document, the lease for the apartment, in which case they did not have jurisdiction. There were not any exigent circumstances articulated that would have constituted grounds to enter Ms. Mills’ apartment.   

Findings
Officer Daniel Brockmann, badge # P-239--Unlawful Search and  Unlawful Entry

The complainant’s allegation is supported by sufficient evidence to determine that the incident occurred and the actions of the officer were improper.  SUSTAINED

Officer Stephanie Glueck, badge # P-53—Unlawful Search and Unlawful Entry

The complainant’s allegation is supported by sufficient evidence to determine that the incident occurred and the actions of the officer were improper.  SUSTAINED

Officer Eric Kohler, badge # P-564—Discourtesy

There were insufficient facts to determine whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED ■


#9
	Complaint #
	07302

	Complainant(s)
	Mark Apseloff

	Involved Officer(s)
	Andrew Mitchell and Tamera Brown

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Andrew Mitchell:
Excessive Force - Not Sustained
Tamera Brown: 
Discourtesy - Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (5-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative

Mark Apseloff filed a Citizen Complaint with Cincinnati Police Department on October 28, 2007, from an incident that occurred at Paul Brown Stadium, D-1.  This complaint was referred to CCA on November 30, 2007.

Mr. Apseloff alleged Officer Andrew Mitchell approached from the rear and grabbed his wrist which caused pain. He further alleges Officer Tamera Brown was rude and discourteous.   

Summary

Mr. Apseloff stated Officer Brown was rude and discourteous Officer Brown denied this allegation but did use verbal stunning to make Mr. Apseloff move out of her personal space.  Mr. Apseloff stated Officer Mitchell approached and grabbed his wrist, bent it backwards and caused pain.  Officer Mitchell denied causing pain, but he did use an escorting technique on Mr. Apseloff.

Findings

Excessive Force-Officer Andrew Mitchell 

There were insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.   NOT SUSTAINED
Discourtesy – Officer Tamera Brown
There were insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.   NOT SUSTAINED  ■


#10
	Complaint #
	07320

	Complainant(s)
	Derrick McGrady

	Involved Officer(s)
	Jason Hodge

	CCA Investigator
	David Moonitz

	Director Recommendation
	Excessive Force - Not Sustained
Use of Force (Taser) - Exonerated

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (5-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative

On December 17, 2007, it was reported to CCA, by CPD IIS, that Mr. Derrick McGrady alleged on 12/16/07, CPD D-3 Officer Hodge choked him and Sergeant Gregorie ordered that he be tased.  He was tased multiple times.  
Summary
The PCS CAD confirmed multiple calls to PCS concerning Mr. McGrady.  The caller informed PCS operators he was in possession of drugs, was known to conceal them in his mouth and he was possibly armed.  A description of his vehicle was also given.  Officers observed his car, stopped him and when he exited his car, an officer saw what he believed was contraband in his mouth.  He was ordered numerous times, but refused to spit out whatever was in his mouth.  He was warned he would be tased.  Although Mr. McGrady alleged he was choked, all the officers involved stated they did not, nor did they see any other officer choke him.
Findings
Officer Jason Hodge-Excessive Force-Choking

There was insufficient evidence to determine whether or not the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED
Officer Jason Hodge-Use of Force-Taser

A preponderance of the evidence revealed that the alleged conduct did occur but did not violate CPD policies, procedures or training.  EXONERATED  ■




#11
	Complaint #
	07323

	Complainant(s)
	Kenyatta Jennings

	Involved Officer(s)
	Jason Lamb, Stephen Bender

	CCA Investigator
	David Moonitz

	Director Recommendation
	Jason Lamb: Excessive Force - Not Sustained
Stephen Bender: Excessive Force - Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (5-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Pending


Narrative

Ms. Kenyatta Jennings alleged on October 15, 2007, CPD Vortex Officers Stephen Bender, badge P-12, Jason Lamb, badge PS-234, and Alexander Hasse, badge P-827, used force against her eleven year old son.  The complaint was received by CPD IIS on 12/20/07, and by CCA from IIS on 12/21/07.  
Summary
Ms. Kenyatta Jennings was arrested by Hamilton County Sheriff’s Deputies at 15th and Vine Streets for outstanding warrants.  Robert Jennings, her eleven year old son was in her car with her.  CPD bicycle Officers Stephen Bender, Alexander Hasse and Specialist Jason Lamb responded to the location.  When Ms. Jennings was being handcuffed by deputies, Robert exited the car, ran toward Ms. Jennings and tried to run past the CPD officers.  He was allegedly swinging and flailing his arms.  He was temporarily placed in handcuffs.  Ms. Jennings alleged two CPD officers slammed Robert onto the trunk of her car.  The CPD officers denied the allegation.    
Findings
Specialist Jason Lamb and Officer Stephen Bender -Excessive Force

There was insufficient evidence to determine whether or not the alleged misconduct occurred.
NOT SUSTAINED  ■
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