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Interdepartmental

Correspondence Sheet

City of Cincinnati
Date: December 24, 2007
To:
Board Members, CCA


From:

Kenneth E. Glenn, Director, CCA
Subject: 
CCA Investigative Summaries, Board Meeting / January 7, 2008
#1
	Complaint #
	07240

	Complainant(s)
	Hermon Gebreab

	Involved Officer(s)
	Michael Harper

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Improper Search (Vehicle) – Exonerated 

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (7-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


Narrative

Mr. Hermon Gebreab filed a citizen complaint with the CPD from an incident that occurred on September 13, 2007.  CCA received the case on September 17, 2007.

Mr. Gebreab alleged he was stopped for no apparent reason and issued several citations by PS Michael Harper and Officer Mark Longworth of D-4.  He alleged the officers pulled him out of his vehicle and searched it without his consent.

Summary 

Mr. Gebreab was stopped on Interstate 75 mile at mile marker 3.9 for a traffic violation.  PS Harper searched Mr. Gebreab’s vehicle without his permission.  PS Harper believed a weapon may have been placed under the passenger’s seat and searched the vehicle for officer’s safety.
Conclusions

The Investigator concluded the officer followed CPD policy and procedure when conducting the search of the vehicle.  PS Harper articulated that he had suspicion the passenger may have had a weapon on his person.

Findings 
Improper Search (Vehicle)-PS Michael Harper

A preponderance of the evidence shows the alleged conduct did occur, but did not violate CPD policies, procedures or training, therefore, EXONERATED■


#2

	Complaint #
	07266

	Complainant(s)
	John Parker

	Involved Officer(s)
	Joseph Ruchti, Joseph Corry, Craig Copenhaver, Matthew Vogeler

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Joseph Ruchti:        Excessive Force – Not Sustained

Joseph Corry:         Excessive Force – Not Sustained 

Craig Copenhaver: Excessive Force – Not Sustained

Matthew Vogeler:  Improper Procedure – Sustained 

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (7-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


Narrative

John Parker filed a Citizen Complaint with the Cincinnati Police Department on October 17, 2007, from an incident that occurred at 9 W. 14th Street, D-1, approximately 3:30pm.  This complaint was referred to CCA on October 18, 2007.

Mr. Parker alleged during his arrest Officers Craig Copenhaver, Joseph Ruchti, and Joseph Corry used excessive force by repeatedly slamming his head on the ground and knocking out his teeth. 
Summary

Mr. Parker alleged Officers Ruchti, Corry and Copenhaver used excessive force when they forced his head to the ground knocking out his teeth.  Officers Ruchti, Corry and Copenhaver denied this allegation.   

Conclusion

The CCA Investigator has concluded there was not enough information to conclude if the officer’s use of force was excessive.  Sergeant Vogeler did not follow CPD’s procedure on Use of Force by not recording Mr. Parker’s complaint and allowing the respondents to transport Mr. Parker.     

Findings

Excessive Force - Officers Joseph Ruchti, Joseph Corry and Craig Copenhaver

There were insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED.

Improper Procedure – Sergeant Matthew Vogeler
The allegation is supported by sufficient evidence to determine that the incident occurred and the actions of the officer were improper.  SUSTAINED ■


#3
	Complaint #
	07268

	Complainant(s)
	Charles Greenly

	Involved Officer(s)
	Todd Greene

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Excessive Force - Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (7-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


Narrative

Charles Greenly filed a Citizen Complaint with Cincinnati Police Department on October 18, 2007, from an incident that occurred at 1690 Colerain Ave., D-5, around 6:50pm.  This complaint was referred to CCA on October 19, 2007.

Mr. Charles Greenly alleged he was punched and kicked 9-10 times in his face and back by an officer while he was being arrested.  This occurred on October 18, 2007, at 6:50 pm at 1690 Colerain Ave. 
Summary

Mr. Greenly stated the officers kicked and punched him in the head.  The officers and the sergeant denied this allegation.  Officer Green applied two closed fist strikes to Mr. Greenly’s back.
Conclusion

The officers admitted that force was used (two closed fist strikes to the back). However, there is no supporting evidence to prove or disprove the allegation that the force was excessive.     

Findings

Excessive Force - Officer Todd Greene 

CCA Investigator has concluded there were insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED ■



#4
	Complaint #
	07276

	Complainant(s)
	Patricia Jackson

	Involved Officer(s)
	Norman Luttrell

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Excessive Force - Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (7-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


Narrative

Patricia Jackson filed a citizen complaint with CCA on October 26, 2007, from an incident that occurred on October 14, 2007, at Burton and Reading Rd, D-4, around 12:08pm.  

Ms. Jackson’s grandson Ricardo King was on her vendor truck working when Officers Luttrell and Beasley approached questioning him about the whereabouts of someone named, “Reese.”  Mr. King replied he did not know, “Reese.”  Officer Luttrell stepped onto the truck grabbed his arm, placed it behind his back and escorted him off the truck.  He was queried and then the officers left.  
Summary

Mr. King alleged Officer Luttrell entered his work van and placed his arm behind his back.  Officer Luttrell denied this allegation, stating he escorted Mr. King by his sleeve and attempted to conduct an investigation of an assault.       

Conclusion

The CCA Investigator could not prove or disprove that the force used by Officer Luttrell was excessive. 
Findings

Excessive Force-Officer Norman Luttrell

There were insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED ■


#5
	Complaint #
	07283

	Complainant(s)
	Ladre Henderson

	Involved Officer(s)
	Adarryl Birch, Daniel Downing

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Adarryl Birch:
Excessive Force – Not Sustained


Discourtesy – Not Sustained

Daniel Downing:
Excessive Force – Not Sustained

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (7-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


Narrative

Ladre Henderson filed a citizen complaint with the CPD on November 2, 2007.   CCA received the case on November 5, 2007.

Ladre Henderson stated Officers Adarryl Birch and Daniel Downing (Vortex) pulled him out of the prisoner van, walked him toward the Sally Port and shoved his head and shoulder into the concrete wall. 

Summary 

Officers Downing and Birch transported Mr. Henderson to the Hamilton County Justice Center for an open warrant.  After arriving in the Sally Port the officers removed him from the prisoner van, escorted and forced his head and shoulder against a concrete wall.  Officers Birch and Downing disputed the allegation.  Mr. Henderson stated Officer Birch used profanity towards him and the officers denied the allegation.

Conclusion
The Investigator could not determine if the incident occurred without further evidence.

Findings 

Excessive Force-Officers Adarryl Birch , Daniel Downing

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred, therefore, NOT SUSTAINED
Discourtesy-Officer Adarryl Birch

There are sufficient facts to determine the alleged misconduct occurred, therefore, NOT SUSTAINED■
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