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 Date:   November 15, 2007
To:
Board Members, Citizen Complaint Authority


From:

Kenneth E. Glenn, Director, CCA
Subject: 
CCA Investigative Summaries, Board Meeting / November 5, 2007
#1
	Complaint #
	07188

	Complainant(s)
	Harry Lucas

	Involved Officer(s)
	James Bolt

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Excessive Force: Not Sustained
Improper Procedure (Contact Card): SUSTAINED 

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (7-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


NARRATIVE
Harry Lucas filed a citizen complaint with Cincinnati Police Department on July 23, 2007, from an incident that occurred at 4:05 pm on July 23, 2007 at 200 Walnut St.  CCA received the complaint on July 24, 2007.  
Harry Lucas alleged Officer James Bolt D-1 approached and asked him to leave.  While attempting to leave, the officer grabbed and forced him against a concrete seating area.
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Officer Bolt observed Mr. Lucas panhandling and advised him to leave the area.  Mr. Lucas did not comply and became belligerent using profanity.  Officer Bolt advised Mr. Lucas he was under arrest and grabbed his arm.   Mr. Lucas alleged Officer Bolt grabbed and forced him onto the concrete seating area causing a laceration to his head and wrist.   Officer Bolt stated Mr. Lucas pulled away causing both of them to lose their balance and fall forward onto a seating area.  Officer Bolt stated he did not force Mr. Lucas onto the seating area.  
The CCA Investigator has concluded there were insufficient facts to decide whether the allegation of Excessive Force occurred, however Officer Bolt admitted he did not complete a contact card or double lock the handcuffs.  

FINDINGS
Excessive Force- Officer James Bolt

There were insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED.

Collateral Issues

Improper Procedure (Handcuffing and Contact Card) –Officer James Bolt

There is sufficient evidence to determine that the incident occurred and the actions of the officer were improper.  SUSTAINED.   ■


#2
	Complaint #
	07194

	Complainant(s)
	Christopher Marten

	Involved Officer(s)
	Officer Charles Zopfi
Officer Baron Osterman
Specialist George Pille

	CCA Investigator
	Diedre Larkins

	Director Recommendation
	Officer Charles Zopfi and Specialist George Pille: Excessive Force - SUSTAINED
Officer Baron Osterman: 
Use of Force - EXONERATED
Specialist George Pille and Charles Zopfi : 
Improper Procedure (Vehicular Pursuit) - SUSTAINED
Specialist George Pille and Officer Charles Zopfi: Improper Procedure (Failure to Report Use of Force): SUSTAINED
Specialist George Pille: Improper Procedure

(Improper Handling of Firearm): SUSTAINED

	Board Recommendation
	Hold for further review (5-2)

	City Manager Finding
	Pending



NARRATIVE
Christopher Marten filed a citizen’s complaint with the Cincinnati Police Department on July 26 2007 that was forwarded to CCA on July 30th.  

Mr. Marten stated Officer Charles Zopfi, of District One, used force by kneeing him in the face after he was handcuffed.  This incident occurred on July 26, 2007, 2:52 p.m., 2354 Stratford Avenue.
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Mr. Marten stated while handcuffed, one of the arresting officers kneed him in the head.  Officer Zopfi stated he was unaware he kneed him in the face as he was regaining his standing position.  Specialist Pille stated he used verbal stunning during the initial encounter with Mr. Marten as he exited his vehicle.  Officer Osterman indicated he performed two knee strikes as Mr. Marten laid on the ground due to being non-compliant during his handcuffing.   

This investigation has determined Officer Zopfi and Specialist Pille performed knee and palm strikes without cause on Mr. Marten, who was not resisting and had complied with the commands to get on the ground.   Specialist Pille used verbal stunning to assist in the gaining of compliance of Mr. Marten as he exited his vehicle. The specialist, while having his weapon in hand, administered palm strikes. Officer Osterman delivered two knee strikes to Mr. Marten that was in compliance with the CPD’s policies and procedures.

The improper procedure of the traffic pursuit violations is addressed as a collateral issue.  Officer Zopfi and Specialist Pille failed to report the use of force to a supervisor.
FINDINGS
Excessive Force - Specialist George Pille and Officer Charles Zopfi 

There is sufficient evidence to determine that the incident occurred and the actions of the officer were improper.  SUSTAINED.
Use of Force- Officer Baron Osterman
There is a preponderance of evidence that shows the alleged conduct occurred, but did not violate CPD policies, procedures or training.  EXONERATED.
Collateral Issues
Improper Procedure (Vehicular Pursuit) - Specialist George Pille and 

Officer Charles Zopfi 
There is sufficient evidence to determine that the incident occurred and the actions of the officer were improper.  SUSTAINED.
Improper Procedure (Failure to Report Use of Force) - Specialist George Pille and

Officer Charles Zopfi

There is sufficient evidence to determine that the incident occurred and the actions of the officer were improper.  SUSTAINED.
Improper Procedure (Improper Handling of Firearm) - Specialist George Pille
There is sufficient evidence to determine that the incident occurred and the actions of the officer were improper.  SUSTAINED.  ■


#3
	Complaint #
	07197

	Complainant(s)
	Amber Mundy

	Involved Officer(s)
	Officers Thomas Schmid, Jacquelyn Metz, Christina Smith and Anthony Dawson

	CCA Investigator
	Diedre Larkins

	Director Recommendation
	Officers Thomas Schmid, Jacquelyn Metz, Christina Smith and Anthony Dawson: Unlawful Entry - EXONERATED
Officers Thomas Schmid, Jacquelyn Metz and Christina Smith: Use of Force - NOT SUSTAINED

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (7-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


NARRATIVE
Amber Mundy filed a complaint with the Citizen Complaint Authority on July 31, 2007.  Ms. Mundy stated Officers Thomas Schmid, Jacquelyn Metz, Christina Smith and Anthony Dawson, of District Two, entered her residence without her permission.  She stated Officers Schmid, Metz and Smith also forced her to the floor.  This incident occurred on July 30, 2007, 10:30 p.m., 1639 Sutton Lane.
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Ms. Mundy stated several officers unlawfully entered her residence and forced her to the floor.  During their attempt to handcuff her, Ms. Mundy stated she was resistive towards the officers.  She could not adequately explain how the officers forced her to the floor.  Officers Schmid, Metz, Smith and Dawson stated they entered her residence after being advised by Officer Thompson she had been placed under arrest, but fled into the residence.  The officers indicated Ms. Mundy was never forced to the floor.   The officers did not observe her having sustained any physical injuries.

It has been determined Officers Schmid, Metz, Smith and Dawson were not in violation of procedure when they entered Ms. Mundy’s residence since she was advised she was under arrest and fled into the residence.  Circumstances concerning the use of force could not be proven or disproved.
FINDINGS
Unlawful Entry- Officers Thomas Schmid, Jacquelyn Metz, Christina Smith and

Anthony Dawson

There is a preponderance of evidence that shows the alleged conduct occurred, but did not violate CPD’s policies, procedures or training.  EXONERATED.
Use of Force- Officers Thomas Schmid, Jacquelyn Metz and Christina Smith 
There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED.  ■



#4
	Complaint #
	07201

	Complainant(s)
	Dominic Smith

	Involved Officer(s)
	Sergeant Andre Smith

	CCA Investigator
	Diedre Larkins

	Director Recommendation
	Excessive Force – NOT SUSTAINED

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (7-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


NARRATIVE
Dominic Smith filed a citizen’s compliant with the Cincinnati Police Department on August 3, 2007 that was forwarded to CCA on August 6th.

Mr. Smith stated Sergeant Andre Smith, of District Two, while working an off-duty uniformed detail at Annie’s Nightclub, struck his face twice against the door frame of the cruiser.  This incident occurred on August 3, 2007, 2:30 a.m., 4343 Kellogg Avenue.
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Mr. Smith alleged Sergeant Smith struck his head twice against the door of the cruiser.  Sergeant Smith denied this occurred.   
There were no available statements from Mr. Smith.  There are discrepancies that cannot be proven or disproved concerning the alleged force used by Sergeant Smith.  

FINDINGS
Excessive Force- Sergeant Andre Smith

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  NOT SUSTAINED.  ■


#5
	Complaint #
	07205

	Complainant(s)
	Arthur Brown

	Involved Officer(s)
	Specialist Jason Lamb

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Pointing of a Firearm – EXONERATED
Collateral Issue-Improper Procedure (High Risk Traffic Stop) - SUSTAINED

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (7-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Agree



NARRATIVE
Mr. Arthur Brown filed a complaint with the CCA office on July 19, 2007, from an incident that occurred on April 4, 2007, at 1:00 pm at Linn Street.   

While driving on Linn Street Mr. Brown was signaled to stop by PS Jason Lamb-Vortex Unit. The officer approached and ordered him out of his vehicle at gun point. 

SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

After receiving information from a CPD detective and verifying a warrant for the vehicle, PS Lamb stopped Mr. Brown on Linn Street.  PS Lamb approached with his firearm drawn and pointed at Mr. Brown.  Mr. Brown was ordered out of the vehicle, placed on the ground, handcuffed, and escorted to a police van. He was transported to the Hamilton County Justice Center.  The other officers had their weapons drawn pointed towards the vehicle because they were conducting a high risk felony traffic stop and were advised that the owner of the vehicle was possibly armed  Mr. Brown stated he complied with all of PS Lamb’s orders during the stop.  This was disputed by PS Lamb and the other officers.  

The investigator concluded the officer followed CPD policy and procedure when he displayed his weapon based on information he received from a CPD detective. PS Lamb did not follow CPD’s training when he approached the vehicle.  Mr. Brown’s issue was not based on the other officers pointing their firearms, but in reference to PS Lamb’s weapon being pointed directly at him.
FINDINGS
Pointing of a Firearm-Police Specialist Jason Lamb
A preponderance of the evidence shows alleged conduct did occur but did not violate CPD policies, procedures or training, EXONERATED.

Collateral Issue-Improper Procedure (High Risk Traffic Stop) Police Specialist Jason Lamb
There is sufficient evidence to determine the misconduct occurred and the actions of the officer were improper.  SUSTAINED.  ■


#6
	Complaint #
	07212

	Complainant(s)
	Marlene Milline

	Involved Officer(s)
	Officers Thomas Weigand and Tracey Jones

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Officers Thomas Weigand: Collateral Issue-Improper Procedure (Contact Card) – SUSTAINED
Tracey Jones: Excessive Force – NOT SUSTAINED

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (7-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Agree



NARRATIVE
Ms. Marlene Milline filed a citizen complaint with the CCA on August 17, 2007, from an incident that occurred on August 11, 2007.

After refusing to sign a citation issue by Officer Weigand (D-4), Officer Tracy Jones (D-4) grabbed her arm ordering her to comply. 
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Officer Jones responded to a gun related dispatch and observed Officer Weigand issuing Ms. Milline an excessive horn blowing citation.  She refused to sign it.  Officer Jones approached Ms. Milline’s vehicle and advised her to comply.  She refused and Officer Jones grabbed her arm which she alleged left bruise marks.  Ms. Milline agreed to sign the citation and Officer Jones left.  Officer Jones admitted he grabbed her arm as Officer Weigand confirmed this assertion.

Based upon statements of the officers and the complainant, the Investigator concluded Officer Jones grabbed Ms. Milline’s arm; however, there was no physical evidence to substantiate any bruising on her arm.  An 18 NC form was not completed.  

FINDINGS
Excessive Force-Officer Tracy Jones

There are insufficient facts to determine whether the misconduct occurred and the actions of the officer were improper.  NOT SUSTAINED
Collateral Issue-Improper Procedure (Contact Card)-Officer Thomas Weigand

There is sufficient evidence to determine the misconduct occurred and the actions of the officer were improper.  SUSTAINED.  ■


#7

	Complaint #
	07215

	Complainant(s)
	Christopher Smith

	Involved Officer(s)
	Officer Thomas Weigand

	CCA Investigator
	Diedre Larkins

	Director Recommendation
	Excessive Force – NOT SUSTAINED

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (7-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


NARRATIVE
Christopher Smith filed a complaint with the Cincinnati Police Department on August 18, 2007, that was forwarded to CCA on August 20th.

Mr. Smith stated Officers Thomas Weigand of District Four, forced him to the ground and hit him in the face.  This incident occurred on August 18, 2007, 1:03 a.m., 4047 Reading Road.
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Mr. Smith alleged Officers Weigand forced him to the ground, hit him in the face and forced his head into the pavement.   Officers Weigand and Hill denied this occurred. Officer Weigand administered knee strikes and maced Mr. Smith during the arrest.

Conclusions

There are discrepancies that cannot be proven or disproved concerning the alleged force used by Officers Weigand and Hill.    

FINDINGS
Excessive Force- Officers Thomas Weigand 

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred. NOT SUSTAINED.  ■


#8
	Complaint #
	07238

	Complainant(s)
	Shots Fired

	Involved Officer(s)
	Officer Donald Meece

	CCA Investigator
	David Moonitz

	Director Recommendation
	EXONERATED

	Board Recommendation
	Agree (7-0)

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


NARRATIVE
On September 14, 2007, CCA was notified by PCS of Shots Fired by a CPD Officer in the vicinity of Burnet and Harvey Avenues.  Upon responding it was reported Officer Donald Meece was fired upon twice by an unknown male subject as he fled on foot after being ordered by the officer to halt.  The officer fired three rounds at the suspect but the shots did not take effect.  The suspect continued to flee and was successful in eluding officers.
SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS

Officer Donald Meece responded as a back up unit regarding a 9-1-1 disconnect dispatch by CPD PCS.  Upon responding and determining the other officer was in no danger and being informed that four armed suspects fled the scene on foot, he responded to another area.  He observed an unknown male jogging.  The jogger pointed in the opposite direction and yelled that “they went that way.”  A foot pursuit ensued, during which the subject fired two gunshots at him.  Officer Meece returned fire after the second shot was fired at him but his shots did not take effect.  The suspect was able to elude him and other officers who responded.  Because the incident is an active criminal investigation by CPD, certain reports and documents were not available. 
Based upon the statement of Officer Meece and physical evidence found at and near the scene, the Investigator concluded that Officer Meece discharged his firearm in self-defense.

FINDINGS
A preponderance of evidence indicated Officer Meece was in compliance with CPD Procedure, training and legal standards.  EXONERATED.   ■


P:\Michelle\NarrativeSummary\NarrativeSummaryNov5-07.doc
PAGE  
9

