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 Date:   May 29, 2007
To:
Board Members, Citizen Complaint Authority


From:

Kenneth E. Glenn, Director, CCA
Subject: 
CCA Investigative Summaries, Board Meeting / June 4, 2007
#1
	Complaint #
	07063

	Complainant(s)
	Valerie Stuckey

	Involved Officer(s)
	John Mercado, Shawn George, Anthony Brucato

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Officer Mercado, Improper Pointing of a Firearm 
- Not Sustained
Officer George, Improper Pointing of a Firearm 
-Not Sustained

Officer Brucato, Improper Pointing of a Firearm 
-Not Sustained



	Board Recommendation
	Agree 5-2

	City Manager Finding
	Disagree - recommendation Exonerated


Narrative

Valerie Stuckey filed a Citizen Complaint with CCA on March 2, 2007.

Ms. Stuckey alleged several male officers in ski masks and guns came into her house on September 29, 2006, stating they had a search warrant.  She was sitting in the front room with her youngest child when officers aimed their weapons at her and her children ages 2, 3, & 5.   

Summary

Mrs. Valerie Stuckey stated the first three officers in ski masks came into her house yelling “get down, get down,” without knocking and announced that they were “task force and we’re raiding your home.”  Ms. Stuckey was sitting on the couch in the living room with her 2 year old daughter Fanace.  She noticed the officers had their weapons drawn and pointed at her and her children.  Ms. Stuckey stated the weapons projected red dots that were focused on her and her children.

Officers Mercado, George and Brucato stated they did not recall the incident, but reviewed their assignments, positions, and weapons carried that day.  The officers stated that they would not have pointed their weapons at the children, but would have pointed their weapons during the scanning of the room for threat.  They all stated their fingers were off the trigger.  The review of the records indicated the officers did execute a search warrant signed by a Judge. 
Conclusion

The CCA Investigator could not determine if the allegation of Improper Pointing of a Firearm occurred.    
Findings

Officers Mercado, George and Brucato

CCA Investigator has concluded that there were insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred. The allegation of Improper Pointing of a Firearm against Officers Mercado, George and Brucato is NOT SUSTAINED. ■


#2
	Complaint #
	07075

	Complainant(s)
	Theresa Hurt

	Involved Officer(s)
	Douglas Snider, Kelly Best

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Officer Snider, Improper Pointing of a Firearm 
- Not Sustained

Officer Best, Unlawful Search (person) - Not Sustained



	Board Recommendation
	Agree 7-0

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


Narrative

Ms. Theresa Hurt filed a citizen complaint with the CCA office on March 16, 2007 stemming from an incident that occurred on February 22, 2007 at 2:00 am at 2141 Central Ave.

Ms. Theresa Hurt and her friend Tyrone Woodard were stopped by Officers Wloszek and Schrage while parked in front of Queen Anne Grille located at 2141 Central Ave.  Mr. Woodard exited the vehicle and fled.  Upon his exit, Ms. Hurt stated Officer Snider approached the vehicle with a weapon pointed at her, ordered her to raise her hands and to exit the car. She complied and was then handcuffed, searched and placed in the rear of the cruiser. Officers Wloszek, Schroder, and Best searched her vehicle.  Following the search of her vehicle, Ms. Hurt was released.
Summary

Ms. Hurt stated Tyrone Woodard was driving her vehicle as she was the front seat passenger. While parking in front of Queen Anne Bar and Grille, Ms. Hurt stated Mr. Woodard parked next to a curb and exited the vehicle. Officers Wloszek and Schrage ordered Mr. Woodard to remain in the car at which time he ran. Ms. Hurt stated she entered into the driver’s side of the vehicle. Officer Snider approached, pointed his weapon, and ordered her out of the vehicle.  Officer Snider handcuffed her at which time Officer Kelly Best arrived and searched her, including the inside of her pockets. Her vehicle was searched by Officers Wloszek, Schrage, and Best.  Ms. Hurt was released shortly after by Officer Snider.

Mr. Woodard stated he did not observe the initial contact with Ms. Hurt and the other officers. 

Officers Wloszek and Schrage conducted a name query on Ms. Hurt’s vehicle in which they received an outstanding warrant. They signaled for Mr. Woodard to pull over. Officer Wloszek related Mr. Woodard exited the vehicle at which time he ordered him to remain in the vehicle.  Mr. Woodard ran from Officers Wloszek and Schrage and they followed in pursuit. They didn’t have any further involvement with Ms. Hurt.

Officer Snider approached the vehicle on the driver’s side and observed Ms. Hurt behind the wheel.  He ordered her out of the vehicle and placed her in custody. Officer Snider related he didn’t observe anyone else inside the vehicle.  He stated he did not display a weapon, nor did he observe a search of Ms. Hurt.

Officer Best related when she arrived at the scene, she conducted a search of the vehicle. She does not recall if she conducted a frisk, but did not search Ms. Hurt. Officer Best stated she did not recall if Ms. Hurt was in handcuffs or if she had any conversation with her. She stated she searched the vehicle with Officers Wloszek and Schroder.  Officer Best stated she did not nor did she observe any officer display any weapon.

Officers Wloszek and Best searched the vehicle because they observed marijuana in plain sight.  Officer Schroder searched the vehicle because it was incident to arrest.

A reviewing of the MVR had no value.

Conclusions

This investigator has concluded the search of Ms. Hurt and the Improper Pointing of a Firearm could not be substantiated or disproved.

The search of the vehicle was not an issue because the vehicle was incident to arrest and Officers Best and Schrage observed marijuana in plain sight
Findings

Improper Pointing of Firearm

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred, therefore, the allegation of Improper Pointing of a Firearm against Officer Douglas Snider is NOT SUSTAINED.

Unlawful Search (person)
There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred, therefore, the allegation of Unlawful Search (person) against Officer Kelly Best is NOT SUSTAINED. ■


#3
	Complaint #
	07080

	Complainant(s)
	Thomas Oliver

	Involved Officer(s)
	Andrew Mitchell

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Officer Mitchell, Excessive Force – Not Sustained


	Board Recommendation
	Agree 7-0

	City Manager Finding
	Agree



Narrative

Mr. Thomas Oliver filed a Citizen Complaint with the Cincinnati Police Department on March 9, 2007 that was referred to the Citizen Complaint Authority on March 20, 2007.

Mr. Oliver was arrested at 2102 Hatmaker Street and reported to Sergeant Nickum that Officer Andrew Mitchell pushed him against the wall of a building while escorting him to the vehicle, causing him to strike his head and fall to the ground. 
Summary

Mr. Thomas Oliver filed a complaint with CPD alleging uniform Officer Mitchell pushed his head against a building.  Mr. Oliver could not be contacted and there were no taped statement regarding his allegation.  Mr. Donta Kornegay stated Officer Wharton who is black and was in plain clothes pushed Mr. Oliver’s head against a wall.  All the officers involved stated they did not observe Officer Mitchell push or force Mr. Oliver’s head against a wall.  CCA Investigator also made attempts to contact Ms. Acra, but was unsuccessful. 

Conclusion

The investigator has found several discrepancies as to what occurred and a determination as to the use of force cannot be determined.  

Findings

CCA Investigator has concluded that there were insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred. The allegation of Excessive Force against Officer Andrew Mitchell is NOT SUSTAINED. ■


#4
	Complaint #
	07091

	Complainant(s)
	Leslie Johnson

	Involved Officer(s)
	Unknown

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Officer unknown, Unlawful Search – Not Sustained


	Board Recommendation
	Agree 7-0

	City Manager Finding
	Forwarded to City Manager for recommendation 7/9/2007

	Comments
	Returned to CCA for further investigation 6/4/07


Narrative

Ms. Leslie Johnson filed a citizen complaint with the CCA office on April 2, 2007, stemming from an incident that occurred on March 20, 2007, at 2:00 am at the 3000 block of Warsaw at Grand Ave.

Mr. Johnson and his sister Chanell Johnson were walking across the street in the crosswalk at the 3000 block of Warsaw at Grand Ave.  An unmarked police vehicle sped past them, almost striking his sister. Mr. Johnson made obscene comments toward the vehicle. The vehicle stopped near him and four unknown male officers exited the vehicle, one of which searched Mr. Johnson.

Summary

Mr. Johnson stated he and his younger sister were walking across the street at the 3000 block of Warsaw at Grand in the crosswalk.  While crossing the street, a Gold Trailblazer sped by, almost striking his sister.  Mr. Johnson blurted out profanity towards the vehicle.  The vehicle drove past them again. Mr. Johnson reported the vehicle stopped near him by a curb.  He observed 3 masked unknown male officers, along with an unmasked male officer driving the vehicle.  

The unmasked officer approached and ordered him to raise his hands. Mr. Johnson related the driver of the vehicle conducted all of the conversation with him and ordered a masked officer to search him. Mr. Johnson stated,” Go ahead and do what you’re going to do,” to the officers. A masked officer reached into his pockets and retrieved his license. He stated the unmasked officer conducted a name query and returned his license to him before they left.

Several resources were investigated in an attempt to identify who the officers were.  This investigator’s efforts proved to be futile. This investigator also made an attempt to retrieve a Contact Card, but was unable to do so. In addition, attempts were made to determine if the Vortex unit drove Gold Trailblazers; information provided indicated they did not.

Conclusions

After further investigation, this investigator could not identify any officers involved in this incident, and could not conclude if other contributing factors lead to the Terry Stop.
Findings

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred, therefore, the allegation of Unlawful Search of the Unknown Officer is NOT SUSTAINED. ■


#5
	Complaint #
	07095

	Complainant(s)
	Leon Howard

	Involved Officer(s)
	Jacob Wloszek

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Officer Wloszek, Excessive Force – Not Sustained


	Board Recommendation
	Agree 7-0

	City Manager Finding
	Agree



Narrative
Mr. Howard filed a complaint at the CCA office on April 5, 2007, from an incident that occurred on March 29, 2007 at 11:45 pm at 1611 Main St.
Mr. Howard alleged on March 29, 2007, while he and Qiana Clark were in an argument in front of their apartment complex. Officer Wloszek arrived and told them to keep the noise down.  Mr. Howard tossed a receipt from his hand onto the ground.  Officer Wloszek arrested and transported him to the Justice Center where he shoved Mr. Howard’s head against the cement wall.  Mr. Howard was transported to U.C Hospital where he received three stitches.

Summary

Mr. Howard stated he and his girlfriend Qiana Clark were arguing. Officer Wloszek and ordered both to go inside their apartment.  Mr. Howard stated he crumbled up a piece of paper and tossed it on the ground.    Mr. Howard stated Officer Wloszek arrested and searched him.  He observed marijuana along with money in his pockets Officer Wloszek arrested him.  Mr. Howard stated he was very irate. He complained his handcuffs were too tight and Officer Wloszek removed Mr. Howard from the police vehicle and applied the handcuffs tighter  

Mr. Howard stated he fell to the floor. Officer Wloszek and Deputy Sheriff Ed Campbell picked him up off of the floor and escorted him into the intake area of the Justice Center.  Officer Wloszek shoved his head against a cement wall and attempted to force him to the floor. 

Qiana Clark observed Mr. Howard being arrested but could not contribute further information regarding the incident

Officer Wloszek gave the same account of the incident as Mr. Howard.  He added inside the Sally Port of the Justice Center, Mr. Howard complained his handcuffs were too tight.  Officer Wloszek stated he loosened one of the cuffs.  Mr. Howard jerked away, causing the handcuffs to tighten. Mr. Howard fell to the ground. 

Officer Wloszek stated Deputy Sheriff Ed Campbell entered the Sally Port and assisted Officer Wloszek with lifting Mr. Howard up off the floor.  Officer Wloszek stated Mr. Howard engaged him in a leg lock causing them to almost fall to the floor. He braced himself against the wall for leverage and pinned Mr. Howard down and Mr. Howard began to kick and squirm. Officer Wloszek dragged Mr. Howard by his arms to a holding cell. As he walked back to the intake window, he heard a loud bang. Officer Wloszek stated he observed Mr. Howard thrust his head against a window. Officer Wloszek contacted Sergeant Eakin due to injury to prisoner.  Mr. Howard refused to allow the nurse to treat him or give Sergeant Eakin a statement.  Officers Brendon Rock and James Davis transported Mr. Howard to the University of Cincinnati Hospital, wherein he required tree stitches.

Conclusions

This investigator has concluded the allegation of Excessive Force could not be substantiated or disproved.  
Findings

There are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred, therefore, the allegation of Excessive Force against Officer Jacob Wloszek, is NOT SUSTAINED. ■


#6
	Complaint #
	07099

	Complainant(s)
	Marvin Craft

	Involved Officer(s)
	Kandice Roper-Issa

	CCA Investigator
	Dena Brown

	Director Recommendation
	Officer Issa, Excessive Force – Not Sustained


	Board Recommendation
	Agree 7-0

	City Manager Finding
	Disagree - recommendation Exonerated



Narrative

Mr. Marvin Craft filed a Citizen Complaint with CCA on April 9, 2007 from an incident that occurred on March 13, 2007 at 4159 Dane at 1:15 am.

Marvin Craft alleged while he was sleep, Officers Roper-Issa and Smith walked into his business and did not identify themselves as the police.  He did not show his hands and was tased.

Summary

Mr. Craft stated he was sleep in the building where he was employed with permission from the owner.  He heard someone telling him to place his hands above his head and he thought they were fellow employees.  Mr. Craft stated he sat up in the bed and was tased without warning.  Mr. Craft stated he became aware they were officers after he was tased.  Officers Roper-Issa and Smith stated they were investigating an open door on a closed business. Officers Roper-Issa and Smith located Mr. Craft sleeping upstairs. Officers Roper-Issa and Smith stated they announced themselves several times and ordered Mr. Craft to show his hands several times and he failed to comply.  Officer Roper-Issa advised Mr. Craft if he did not show his hands he would be tased.  She deployed her taser a minute after the last warning and it did not take effect.  One barb entered his shoulder and one on the bed.  

Conclusions

The Investigator found discrepancies as to what occurred and could not determine if the use of force was excessive. 
Findings

The CCA Investigator has concluded that there are insufficient facts to decide whether the alleged misconduct occurred.  The allegation of Excessive Force against Officer Kandice Roper-Issa is NOT SUSTAINED. ■


#7
	Complaint #
	07117

	Complainant(s)
	Ishaq Nadir

	Involved Officer(s)
	Jeremy Randolph

	CCA Investigator
	Reuben Dunbar

	Director Recommendation
	Officer Randolph, Racial Profiling – Unfounded


	Board Recommendation
	Agree 7-0

	City Manager Finding
	Agree


Narrative

Mr. Nadir filed a citizen complaint with the CCA office on April 27, 2007 from a traffic stop that occurred on April17, 2007 at 6:45 pm at Queen City and White.

Mr. Nadir was stopped on Queen City and given a ticket citation for speeding.  He believed he was profiled because he wasn’t given a warning.

Summary

Mr. Nadir stated he was driving West on Queen City and stopped at a red light between Queen City and White St. He observed Officer Randolph one block ahead in a parking lot facing Queen City.  As he drove a block further Mr. Nadir observed Officer Randolph exit the parking lot and drive behind his vehicle. Mr. Nadir stated Officer Randolph signaled his lights for him to pull over. Officer Randolph asked Mr. Nadir if he had any idea why he was being stopped and he responded he didn’t.  Officer Randolph informed Mr. Nadir he was speeding.  Mr. Nadir stated he asked Officer Randolph, “At what point did you start the process of me speeding?” Officer Randolph responded “I began clocking you a block away.” Mr. Nadir was given a ticket citation for speeding. He believed he was profiled because he wasn’t given a warning.
Officer Randolph stated he was conducting radar for speeders at West Wood and Quebec.  He observed Mr. Nadir speeding and signaled his lights for Mr. Nadir to stop at the intersection of West Wood and Quebec St.  Officer Randolph stated he issued Mr. Nadir a citation for speeding.  A contact card was completed.  Officer Randolph stated he could not observe the race of the driver until he stopped his vehicle.

Conclusions

This investigator has concluded the Racial Profiling of Mr. Nadir did not occur.

Findings
There were no facts to support that the incident complained actually occurred, therefore the allegation of Racial Profiling against Officer Jeremy Randolph is UNFOUNDED. ■
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